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XHE LIFE 



OF 



J O H N S O N; 



Ihe events of the life of Johnsok, ** the 
brighteft onrament of the eighteenth cen- 
tury," who has vrritten the lives of fo many 
eminent perfons, and fo much enriched 
our national flock of criticiftn and bio- 
graphy, have been related by frieiid arid 
foe, by panegyrifts and fatirical defamers, 
by the lovers of anecdote, and the followers 
of party, with a diligence of refearch, a 
minutenefs of detail, a variety of illuftra- 
tion, and a felicity of defcription, unex- 
ampled in the records of literary biograr- 
phy. 
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Befides feveral flight /ketches of his life, 
by unknown authors, taken, fometimes 
with a favourable, flattering pencil, fome- 
times in the broader ftyle of caricature^ 
which lie fcattered in the periodical pji- 
blications* of the lafi: ten years; volumin- 
ous biographical accounts of him have 
been given to the world by Thomas Tyers^ 
Efq. Mrs. Piozzi, Dr. Towers, Sir John 
Hawkins; James Bofwell, Efq. and Arthur 
Murphy, Efq. who were his^naqft intimate 
friends, and wrote from perfonal know- 
ledge. Their feveral publications, which 
place his chara<9:er in very different, and 
often oppofite points of light, by exhibit- 
ing a ftriking hkenefs of the features of 
his mind, which were flirong and promi- 
nent, and by recording fo confiderable a 
portion of his wifdom and wit, haVe ex- 
quifitely g«-atified the lovers of literary 
anecdotes, and largely contributed to the 
infl:ru(aion and entertainment of man- 
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kind., i The publications of Mr. Tyers, 
Mrs. Piozzi, Dr. Towers, arid Mr. Mur- 
phy, coirie under the defcription of " Bio- 
graphical Sketches,'* " Anecdotes," and 
" Effays." Thofe of Sir John Hawkins 
ahd Mr. Bofwell are more elaborately 
<i6mpofed, aind entitle them to the ex- 
clufive appeIla!tion of his biographers. 

On an attentive perufal, it will be found 
that the narrative of Sir John Hawkins 
Contains a. colledlion pf curious anecdotes 
^nd obftrvations, which few riien but its 
sftithor could have brought together j but 
& very fmall part of it relates to the perfori 
who is the fubjed of the work. . He ap- 
]^ears to be a worthy, and often a well-in- 
formed man, but he poflefles neither ani- 
niatiori nor corre£biefs, ^xpanfion of in- 
telled, 'nor elegance of tafte. He writes 
without much feeling oi^ fcnf iment ; his 
Work is heavy, cold, and prolix ; but we 
difcoVer in it many gleams of good fenfe; 
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and openings of humanity, fometrmes 
checked by ignorance, and fometimes by 
prejudice. 

The narrative of Mr. Bofwell is written 
with more comprehenfion of mind, accu- 
racy of intelligence, clearncfs of narration, 
and elegance of language ; and is nio]:^ 
ftrongly marked by th^ dejiderium chars 
capitis^ which is the firft feature of af- 
fedionate remembrance. ^ He was pcculi- 
liarly fitted for the tafk of recording the. 
fayings and aftions of this extraordinary 
man, by his affiduous attention. From 
the commencement of his acquaintance 
with him in 1763, he had the fcheme of 
writing his life Conftantly in view ; and 
Continued bis coUedions, with his appro- 
bation amd afllftance, with unwearied di- 
ligence, and meritorious perfeverance, for 
tipwards of twenty years. He gave a fpe- 
cimen of his being able to preferve his 
converfation, in an authentic syid Hvely 
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xxiLani^er, in his ** Journal .of a Tour to the 
Hebrides/' 8ivo, 1786. His veneration and 
efteem for his friend, induced him, at a 
fubfequ^nt period, to go through the kr 
borious tafk. of digeftiiig and arranging the 
immenfe mafs of materials, which his own 
diligencfe, and the kindnefs of others, had 
furnifhed him, and of forming the hiftory 
of his life j whi<;hwa$ publiftied in 2 vols. 
4to, 1 791, and was received by the world 
with moft extraordinary avidity, 

Xenophon -s Memorabilia of Socrates may 
poflibly have fuggefted to Mr. Bofwell the 
idea of preferving and giving to the world 
the 'Memorabilia of his venerable friend ; 
hut he profeffes to have followed the mo-r 
del of Mafon in his *' Memoirs of Gray." 
He has, however, the advantage of Mafon, 
in the quantity, variety, and richnefs of 
his materials. His work may be referred 
to that clafs of compilements known by 
the name of " Books in Ana'' To comr 
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pare it with Monnoye^ edition of the Mc-- 
nagianoy one of the mofl; efteemed of thefe 
publications, would not be doing juftice 
to it. The incidental cdnverfations be- 
tween fo eminent an inftrudlor of man- 
kind, and his friends, the numerous body 
of anecdotes y literary and biographical* and 
the letters which are occafionally inter- 
, fperfed, and naturally introduced, in the 
tiarrative part of Mr. Bofwellfs ample per- 
formance, open and difclofe to the eager 
curiofity of rational and laudable inquiry, 
an immenfe ftorehoufe of mental treafure, 
which fer exceeds, in merit and value, the 
voluminous coUedions of the wife and 
witty fayings of the learned and ingenious 
men of other nations. With fome .venial 
exceptions on the fcore of egotifm and in- 
difcriminate admiration, his work exhibits 
the moft copious, interefting, and finifhed 
pidure of the life and opinions of an emi- 
nent man, that w»s ever exec,ute;d ; and is 



juilly efteemed one of the moft inftrudivc 
and entertaining books in the Englifh lan- 
guage. 

The eccentricities of Mr. Bofwell, it is 
ufelefs to detail. They have already been 
the fubjed. of ridicule in various difFereijt 
forms and publications, by men of fuper- 
ficial underftanding, and ludicrous fancy. 
Many hav« fuppofed him to be a mere re- 
later of the fayings of others j but he pof- 
fefled corifiderable intelledual powers, for 
which hq has npt had fufEcient credit. It 
is manifefl: to every reader of any difcemr- 
ment, that he could never hiave coUeded 
fuch a mafs Qf information, and juft ob- 
fervations on human life, as his very 
valuable work, contains, without great 
ftrength of mind, and much various 
knowledge J as he never could have dif- 
played his colledions in fo lively a man- 
ner, had he not poflefled a very pidlur 
refque imagination, or, in other words, 
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had he not had a v^ry happy turn fwc 
poetry, as well as for humour and for wit. 

This lively and ingenious biographer, 
is now beyond the reach of praife or cen- 
fure. He died at London, May 19, 1795, 
in the 55th year of his age. His death 
is an irreparable lofs to Englifti literature. 
He had many failings ; and many yirtuesf, 
and many amiable qualities, which pre- 
dominated over the frailties incident to 
hrnnan nature. He will be long regretted 
by a wide circle of friends, to whom his 
l^ood qualities and focial talents always 
made his company a valuable acceflion. 

The fa6h ftated in the prefent account 
are chiefly taken from the narratives of 
Sir John Hawkins, and Mr. Bofwell ; with^ 
the addition of fuch particulars of the pro- 
grefs of his mind and fortunes, as the fub- 
fequent narrative of Mr. Murphy, and the 
moll refpedlable periodical publications of 
the laft ten years have fupplied. 
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Samuel Johnson was bom at Litchfield, 
in StafFordfhire, September' 7. 1709. His 
father, Michael Johnfon, was a native of 
-Cubley, in Derbylhire, of obfcure extrac- 
tion, who fettled in Litchfield as a book- 
feller, and carried on that btifinefs at all 
the neighbouring to^ms on market days ; 
but was fo refpedable as to be made one 
of the maglflxates of that city. He was a 
man of a large and robuft body, and of a 
ftrong and adive mind ; but was always 
fubjedl to a morbid melancholy. He was 
a zealous high-church-man and Jacobite ; 
though he reconciled himfelf by cafuifl:i- 
cal arguments of expediency and neceflity, 
to take the oaths impofed by the prevail- 
ing power. He was a pretty good Latin 
fcholar, and being a man of good fenfe 
and fkill in his trade, he acquired a rea- 
fonable fliare of wealth, of which he after- 
wards loft the greateft part, by engaging, 
unfuccefsfully ,in the manufadhire of parch- 
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ment. His mother, Sarah Ford, defcend- 
ed of an ancient race of fubftantial yeo- 
manry in Warwickfhire, was the fifter of 
Dr. Jofeph Ford, a phylician of confider- 
able eminence, and father of the famous 
GomeUus Ford, Chaplain to Lord Chefterr 
iield, fuppofed to be the Parfon in Ho- 
garth's " Modern Midnight Converfa- 
tion,." a man of great parts, but of very 
profligate manners. She was a woman of 
diftinguifhed underftanding, pjrudence, 
and piety. They were well advanced i^ 
years when they married, and had only 
pother child, named Nathaniel, who 
leems to have fuccdeded his father in his 
bufinefs; but died in 1737, in the 25th 
year of his age. 

During the period of infancy, all chil- 
dren are prodigies of form and under- 
ftanding to their, parents. With a natu- 
ral fondnefs, they exaggerate every fymp- 
tom of fenfe into the perfe<SUon of wif- 
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diOTB, and defcribe every feature with an 
adventitious grace. If the obje<3: of their 
^miration fliould at more mature years 
become diftinguiflied for excellence, it is 
hoped that we may believe wonders of thcj 
child, becaufe we haye feen greatnefs in 
the man, Hence, in our fondnefs for 
the marvelloiis, the traditions of the nur- 
fery, refpe6ting fuch perfonsf, are ampli- 
fied beyond the bounds of credibility, 
and recited with all the confidence of 
truth. 

Every great genius muft begin with a 
prodigy ; and it is not to be fuppofed that 
Johnfon fhould be without atteftations of 
thefe miracles of early genius, which are 
believed by fome to be as neceflary to the 
attainment of future pre-eminence, as that 
fruits Ihould be preceded by the blolTom, 
Among other ftories of his infant precocity 
generally circulated, and generally believ- 
ed, we are told by Mrs/ Piojzi, and Sir 
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John Hawkins, that, at the age of three 
years, he trod by accident upon one of a 
brood of eleven ducks, and killed it, and 
upon that occafion made the following 
verfes : 

. Here lies good matter duck. 

Whom Samuel Johfifon trod on •, 
If it had Uv'd, it had been goad luck. 
For llien we'd had an odd ona. 

This prodigy is fcarcely exceeded by the 
bees on Plato^s lips, or the doves that co-? 
vered the infant poet with leaves and flow- 
ers ; for how fhould a child of three years 
old make regular verfes, and in alternate 
rhyme ? The internal evidence is fufficient 
to counterbalance any teftimony that thefe 
verfes could be the produdion of a child 
of fuch j^n early age. But, fortunately, 
credulity is relieved from the burden of 
doubt, by Johnfon's having himfelfaffured 
Mr. Bpfwell, that they were made by his 
father, who wilhed them to pafs for his 
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fon's. He added, " my fetlicr was a foolifh 
old man, that is to fay, foolifh in talking 
of his children/' 

He derived from his parents, or from an 
nnwholefome nurfe, the diftemper called 
the King^s Evil, Jacobites at tlmt time 
believed in the efficacy of the royal touch. 
His mother, yielding to this fuperftitious 
notion, in her anxiety for his cure, whwi 
he was two years old (by the ?.dvice of Sir 
John Floyer, then a phylkian at Litch- 
field), carried hi'm to London, where he 
was a^hiaily touched by Queen Anne. But 
the difeafe^ too obftinate to yield to reme- 
dies more powerful, greatly disfigured his 
countenance, naturally harfh and rugged^ 
impaired his hearing, and deprived him of 
the fight of his left eye. 

He was firft taught to read Englifli by 
Dame Oliver, a widow, who kept a fchool 
fdt young children in Litchfield. His next 
inilrui^r, in Englifli, was a mafter whom 



Ke familiarly called Tom Brown, who h6 
laid " pubHlh'ed a fpelling-book, and dedi- 
cated it to the Universe/' He began to 
learn: Latin in the free-fchool of Litchfidld; 
kt firft under the care of Mr. Hawkins, the 
irader-mafter, whom he has defcribed as 
" a man fkilful in his little way." In aboilt 
two years, he rbfe to be under the tuition 
of Mr. Huntcfr, the head-matter, a very 
lelpedabie teacher^ and a worthy man; 
but who, accdrdirig to his accouiit, was 
•** very fevere, and wrong headedly fevere;*' 
He had for his fchool-fellows Dr. James; 
inventor of the fever-powder, Mr: Lowe • 
canon of Windfor, Dr. Taylor, redor df 
Aflibourne, and Mr: Hedlor, furgeon in 
Birmingham^ with whom he contraded a 
particular intimacy. 

While at fchool, he is faid by Mr. Hec- 
tor tQ have been indolent and averfe froni 
ftudy.- But the procraftination of his du- 
ties feems neither to . have prevented the ' 



C 15 I 

rimely performance of his exercifes, iior 
to have blemifhed them with inaccuracies j 
fot " he was never known to have been; 
corrected at fchool, unlefs for talking and 
diverting other boys from their bnfineis/'^ 
Indeed, fuch was the fuperiority of his ta-' 
lents above thofe of his companions, that 
three of the boys, of whom Mr. Hedor 
was fometimes one, are faid to have aflem- 
bled fubmiflively every morning, to carry 
him triumphantly upon their fhoulders to 
fchooL This ovation is believed by Mr. 
Bofwell to have been an honour paid to 
the early predominance of his intelledhial 
powers alone ; but they who remember 
what boys are, and who confider that 
Johnfon's corporeal prowels was by no 
means defpicable, will be apt to fufpe<9: 
that the homage was enforced, at leall as 
much by awe of the one, as by admirar- 
tion of the other. 
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After. having refided for fome tnoiiths 
at the hotife of his coufin, Cornelius Ford, 
who affifted him in the daffies, he was, by 
his advice, at the age of fifteen, removed 
to the fchool of Stourbridge in Wotcefter- 
fliire, of which Mr. Wentworth w^as then 
matter, whom he has defcribed as ** a very 
able man, but an idle man, and to me un-*, 
reafonably fevere. Yet he taught me a 
great deal." He feems to have been there 
in the double capacity of a fcholar and ufli- 
er, repaying the learning he acquired Bxmt 
his mafter, by the inftru6lion he gave to 
the younger boys. Parfon Ford he has 
defcribed in his '* Life of Fenton,'* as " a 
clergyman at that time too well known, 
whofe abilities, inftead of fumifhing coifti'^ 
vivial merriment to the voluptuous and 
the difTolute, might have enabled him to 
excel among the virtuous and the wife." 

He thus difcriminated- to. Dr. Percy, 
Bifhop of Dromorei ' his progrefs at his 
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t^o gramniaT-fchdok : " At one I learnt 
much in the fchodl, but little from the 
mailer ; in the other I learnt piueh from 
themafter, tut little in the fchooL'* 

He remained at Stourbridge little more 
than a year, and then returned home, 
where he purfued his ftudies ; but not 
iipon any regular plan; Of this method 
of attaining knowledge, he feeras ever af- 
ter to have entertatined a favourable opi-f 
nion^ and to have recominiended it, not 
without teafori, toyoimg men^ as the fxireft 
means of enticing them to learn: What 
he read was not works of mere amufementi 
^* They were hot voyages aind travels, but; 
all literature, all andient authors, aill man- 
ly ; though but little Greek, only fome of 
Anatcreon and Hefiod. But in this irre- 
gular iriariijer, I had looked into a great 
many books, which were not commonly 
kno'wn at the univeMties, where they 
k\6xfm tead any books but what are ptifr 



C i8 3 

into their hands by their tutors ; fo thgjt 
when I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams told 
me I was the beft qualified for the umver- 
fity that he had ever known come there." 

He had already given feveral proofs of 
his poetical genius, both in his fchbbl ex- 
ercifes, and in other occafional compofi- 
tions. Of thefe Mr. Bofwell obtained a 
confiderable coUedlion from Mr. Went- 
worth, the fon of his mafter, and Mr. Hec- , 
tor, his fchool-fellow ; of which he has. 
preferved fome tranflations from Horner^ 
Virgil^ .Horace, &c. Unfortunately the 
communications of Mr. Wentworth are 
not diftinguifhed from thofe of Mr. Hec- 
tor. Such a precaution would have en-^ 
abled us to have diftinguifhed with cer- 
tainty the eflforts of the boy, from the pro- 
dudlion of riper years. His tranflation of 
the firji eclogue of Virgil, is not fo harmoni- 
ous as that from tht Jixtb book of Homer; 
and both are inferjjir in this refped to 
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thofe which he has made of the Odes of 
Horace. Indeed, in the ftyle and manner 
of verfification ufed in the laftj and in 
fome other of his juvenile pieces, he feems 
to have made little alteration in his more 
experienced days ; and it mtift be added, 
that in point of fmoothnefs, little improve- 
ment could have been made; 

After a refidence of twd years at 
home, Mr; Andrew Corbet, a gentleman 
of Shropfliire, undertook to fupport him 
at Oxford^ in the charaldler of a compa- 
nion to his fon, one of his fchool-fellows^ 
" though, in fa<3:,'* fays Mr. Bofwell, upon 
the authority of Dr; Taylor, "he never 
received any afliftance whatever from that 
gentleman." He was accordingly entered 
a Commoner at Pembroke College, Ox- 
ford, Odober 31. 1728, being then in his 
jiineteenth year. 

On the night of his arrival at Oxford^ 

his father, who had, anxloufly .accompa- 
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tuedhim, found means to have him intro-^ 
duced to Mr. Jorden, Fellovir of Pembroke, 
who was to be his tutor. According to 
Dr. Adams, who was prefent, he feemed 
very full of the merits of his fon, and tald 
the company he was a good fcholar and a. 
poet, and wrote Latin verfes. His figure 
and manner feemed ftrange to them ; but 
he behaved modeftly, and fat lilent, till, 
upon ibmething which occurred in the 
courfe of converfation, he fuddenly ilruck 
.in, and quoted Macrobius; and this gave 
the firft impreilion of that extenfive read^ 
ing in which he had indulged himfel£ 

Of his tutor, Mr, Jorden, he gave Mr,. 
Bofwell the following account : '' He was 
a very worthy man, but a heavy man, and 
I did not profit much by his inftru^on. 
Indeed, I did not attend him much.^ He 
had, however, a love and refped for Jor- 
den, not for his literature, but for his 
worth. l[ Whenever (faid he) a young 
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man becomes Jorden's pupil, he becomes 
his fon.*' 

The fifth of November was* at that time 
kept with great folemnity at Pembroke 
College, and exercifes upon the gunpow- 
der plot were required. Johnfon negleft- 
^ to perform his. To apologize for his 
negled, he gave in a ihort copy of verfcs, 
intituled Somnium^ containing a common 
thought, ** that the mufe had come to him 
^in his fleep, and whifpered that it did not 
become him to write on fuch fubje^ as 
politics ; he ihould confine hilnfelf to 
humbler themes ;" but the verfification 
was truly Virgilian, 

Having given fuch a Ipecimen of his 
poetical powers, he was aiked by Mr. Jor- 
den to tranflate Pope's Mejjiab into Latin 
hexameter verfe, a$ a Chriftmas exercife. 
He performed it with uncommon rapidir 
ty, and in fp mafterly a manner, that he 
l^btained great applaufe from it, which 
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ever after kept him high in the eftiiria-. 
tion of his college and indeed of all the 
uixiverfity. Pope, impelled by gratitude 
and tafte, perhaps not unaflifted by vani? 
ty, is reported to have faid concerning it, , 
*Vthat the author would leave it aqueftion 
for poflerity, whether his or mine be the 
original?" It. was firft printed by his fa-r 
ther, without his, knowledge j and after- 
wards inferted in a " Mifcellany," pub- 
lilhed by fubfcription at Oxford, in 1731, 
by Mr. John Hufbands, Fellow of Pem- 
brok^e College. 

The particular courfe of his reading 
while at Oxford, and during the time of 
vacation which he pafled at home, can- 
not be traced. From his earUeft years he 
loved to read poetry and romances of chi- 
valry. He read Shakfpeare at a period fa 
early, that the fpeech of the ghoft m 
*t Hamlet" terrified him when he wasr 
alone. Horace's odes were the compofi-, 
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tions he moft liked in early life ; but it 
was long before he could relifli his fatires 
and epiftles. He told Mr. Bofwell, what 
he read foiidfy at Oxford was Greek, not 
the Grecian hiftorians, but Homer and 
Euripides, and now and then a little epi- 
gram ; that thefludy of which he was moft 
fond was metaphyfics; but he had not 
read much even in that way. We may 
be abfolutely certain, however, both from 
his writings and hLs converfation, that his 
j'eading was very extenfive. He projefted 
a common-place book to the extent of fix 
foho volumes, but according to Sir John 
Hawkins, the blank leaves fer exceeded 
the written ones. 

In 1729, while at Litchfield, during the 
college vacation, tl^ie ** morbid melancho-: 
ly" which was lurking in his conftitution, 
gathered fuch ftrength as to'afflift him in 
a dreadful manner. He was overwhelmed 
ffith an hgrrible h3rpocQndria, with perpe- 

B iiij 
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lual "irritation, fretfulnefs, ^d impatience, 
and with a dejedion, gloom, and defpair, 
that made exiftence niifery. He fancied 
himfelf feized ^ by, or approaching tQ in-^ 
fanity ; in conformity with whiqh no- 
tion he applied, when he was at the very 
worft, to his godfather, Dr, Swinfen, phy- 
sician in Litchfield, and put into his hand 
a ftate of his cafe, w:ritten in Latin; 
" which fhowed," as Mr, Bofwell exprei&s 
it, *' an uncommon vigour, not only of 
fency and tafte, but of judgment.*' That 
he fhould have fuppofedhimfelf approach- 
ing to infanity, at the very time \v;hen he 
was giving proofs of a more than ordinary 
foundnefs and vigour of judgment, M lefs 
llrange than that Mr. Bo^fwell fliouid con- 
fider t;he vigour of j^;?/r|f, which he dif- 
played on fuch a fubjeft, a proof df his fa- 
nity. It is a common effeft of melan- 
choly to make thofe who are afBided with 
it imagine that they are adually fuffering 
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tfaofe eyik which happen to be moft 
llrongly prefented to their minds. But 
there is a. clear diftindion betweeji a dif- 
order which afFeds only the imaginatipn 
and fpirits, while the judgment is found^ 
ismd a difoirder by which the judgment it- 
,felf is impaired* Whatever be the argu-v 
ments in favour of free-will, of volition 
nnreftrained by the force and prevalence 
jpf motives^ it muft be allowed that the 
p&t&s of reafcm on the human mind are 
not at all times, an^ on all fubjedls, equal-^ 
ly powerful, The mind, lilsie the body, 
has its weak organs ; in oth^r words, the 
impreffions on fome fubjeds are fp deeply 
fixed, that tlie judgment is no longer able 
to guide the operations of the mind, in 
yejafoning on, or in judging of theixi. The 
imagination feizes the reiia, and till the 
force of the idea is leflened frpm habit, 
the ufual powers are fufpended. But this 
is not madnefs j for ftrong imprelSons of 
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various kinds, will, in different minds, pro^ 
duce fimilar efFefts. From this difmal ma- 
lady, which he *' did not then know how 
to manage," he never afterwards was per- 
fedly relieved ; and all his labours, and all 
' his employ maits, were but ternporary in- 
terruptions of its baleful influence. 

In the hiflory of his mind, his religious 
progrefs is an important article. He had 
been early inftrufted in the doftrines of the 
church of England,byhis mother,who con- 
tinued her pious care with afliduity , but in 
his opinion, not with judgment. *' Sunday' • 
faidhe " was a heavy day to me when I 
was a boy. My mothfer confined me on 
Sundays, and made me read '* The Whole 
Duty of Man," from a great part of which - 
I could derive no inftrudion. When,* for 
inftance, I read the chapter on theft, which, 
from infancy, I had been taught was wrong, 
I was no more convinced that theft was 
wrong than before ; fo there was no accef:^ 
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lion of knowledge. A boy fhould be in-» 
troduced to fucli books by having his at- 
tention direded to the arrangement, to the 
Hyle, and other excellencies of compofi- 
tion, that the mind being thus engaged by 
an amufing variety of obje<Sls, may not 
^row weary.' • 

He communicated to Mr. Bofwell the 
following account of " the firft pccafion of' 
his thinking in eameft of religion." I fell 
into an inattention to religion, or an in- 
difference about it, in my ninth year. The 
chufch at Litchfield, in which we had a 
feat, wanted reparation: fo I was to go 
and find a feat in other churches ; and 
having bad eyes, and being awkward a- 
bout this, I' ufed to go and read in the 
fields on Sunday. This habit continued 
till my fourteenth year, and ftill I find a 
great relucaance to go to church. I then 
became a fort of lax talker againft religion, 
jS)r I did not much, think about it j and 
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this iafled till I went to Oxford, Mrhere it 
would not htfuffcred. When at Oxford^ 
I took up Law's " Serious Call to the t7n- 
converted,*' expefting to find it a duD 
book (as fuch books generally are), and 
perhaps to laugh at it. But I found Law 
quite an over-match fpr me ; and this was 
the firft occaiion of my thinking in ear- 
neft of religion,, after I became capable o^ 
rational inquiry." 

Serious imprefSons of religion, from 
particular inc^idents, it is certain, have been 
experienced by manypiousperfonsj thQugl:^ 
it muft be acknowledged, that weak miAds, 
from an erroneous fuppofition, that no 
man is in a ftate of grace, who has not felt 
a particular conver^on, have, in fome 
cafes, brought a degree of ridicule upon 
|hem; a ridicule of which it is incpnfide- 
rate or unfair to make a general applica- 
tion. How ferioufly Johnfon was impref- 
fed with a fenfe of religion, from this time 
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forward, appears from the whole tenor of 
his life and writings. Religion was the 
predominant objed of his thoughts ; 
' though he feems not to have attained all 
the tranquillity and affurance in his prac- 
tice of its duties that are fo earneftly to be 
delired. His fentiments, upon points of 
abftrad virtue and reditude, were in the 
higheft degree elevated and generous, but 
he was unfortunate enough to have the 
fublimity of his nnnd degraded by the 
hypochondriacal propenfities of his ani- 
mal conftitution. The ferenity, the in- 
dependence, and the exultation of religion, 
were fentiments to which, he waff a ftranger. 
He law the Almighty in a diflferent light 
from what he is reprefented in the purer 
page of the gofpel ; and he trembled in 
the prefence of Infii^ite Goodnefs. Thofe 
tenets of the church of England, which 
are moft nearly allied to Calvinifin, were 
congenial to his general feelings, and they 
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made an eairly imprefSon, which habits 
confirmed, and which reafon, if ever ex- 
erted, could not efface. At the latter part 
of his life thefe terrors had a confiderable 
effed: } nor was their influence loft, tiU 
difeafe had weakened his powers, and 
blunted his feelings, 

ITie year following, 1730, Mr Coi?bet 
left the univerfity,and his father, to whom, 
according to "Sir John Hawkins, he truft- 
ed for fupport, declined contributing any 
farther to Johnfon's maintenance, than 
.paying for his Commons. His father's 
bufinefs was by no means lucrative. His 
remittances, confequently, were too fmall 
even to fupply the decencies of external 
appearance ; and the very fhoes that he ' 
wore were fo much torn, that they could - 
no longer conceal his feet. So jealous, 
however, was he of appearing an object 
of eleemofynary contribution, that a new 
pair having been placed at his door,^ by 
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fome unknown hand, he flung them a- 
way with indignation. 

While thus opprefled by want, he feems 
to have yielded to that indifference to 
fame and improvement, which is the ofl^ 
fpring of defpair. " fie was generally 
feen," fays Dr. Percy, " lounging at the 
college gate, with a circle of young ftu- 
dents round him, whom he was entertain- 
ing with wit, and keeping from their ftu- 
dies, if not fpiriting them up to rebellion 
againft the college difcipline, which, in 
his maturer years, he fo much extolled.'* 
The account of his condud given by Dr. 
Adams, who was at leaft his nominal tu- 
tor for fome time before he quitted the 
college, is more favourable to his happi- 
nefs, but is lefs true. " Johnfon," fays 
he, " while he was at Pembroke College, 
was carelTed and loved by all about him ; 
he was a gay and frolicfome fellow, and 
paffed there the happiefl: part of his hfe.*^- 
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But his own comment upon this opitiicM; 
-^heti mentioned to him. by Mr Bbfwell, 
fhows how fallacidustit is to eftiraate hu- 
pian happinefs by extemil appearances : 
*' Ah Sir, I was mad and violent; It was 
bittemefs which they miftook for frolic, 
1 was miferably poor^ and I thought to 
fight my way by my literature and my 
wit J fo I difregarded all power, and all 
authority.'* 

He liruggled for another year iii this 
unequal conflid, and profefled a deifire to 
pra<9ife either the Civil or the Common 
Law J but his debts in college increafing^ 
and his fcanty remittances from Litchfield^ 
which had all along been made with great 
difficulty, being difcontinued, his father^ 
having fallen into a flate of infdlvency, he 
was compelled, by irrefiftible neceility, ttf 
relinquifli his fcheme, and left the college 
in autumn 1735, without a degree, having 
been a member of it little more than three 
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years. This was a circutnftq:nce, whicK, in 
the fubfequent part of his life, he had oc-: 
cafion to regret, as the want of it was an ob-^ 
ilacle to liis obtaining a fettlement, whence 
he might have derived that fubfiftence of 
vi^hich he was certain byiio cfther means. 

From the univerfity he returned to his 
native city, deftitute, and not knowing how 
he fliould gain even a decent livelihood. But 
he was fo far fortunate, that rhe refpedable 
charadler of his parents, and his own me- 
rit^ fecured him a' kind reception in the 
beft farfiiKe^ of Litchfield. . Mr. Gilbert 
Walmfley, Regifter of the Prerogative 
Court at Litchfield,'" was one of the fiirft 
friends that Literature procured^' him; 
and he. pafled much time in the famiUes 
of Mr. Howard, and Dr. Swinfen, Mr'. 
Simpfon, Mr. LeVett, arid Captain Gar- 
rick, father of the great ornanient of the 
Biitiih ftage. He has drawri the* charadtet 
of Mr. Walmfley in his •' Life of Smith,'' 
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in the glowing colours of gratitude, inter- 
mingled with the dark hues of political 
prejudice. In his abhorrence of whiggifin^ 
he has imputed to his friend and bene* 
fador, ** all the virulence and malevolence 
of his party." Yet Mr. Walmfley, whofc 
real charader is a noble one^ypved John- 
foil enough to endure in bim the princi- 
ples he defpifed. 

In the circles of Litchfield, he was frc* 
quently in the company of ladies, particu-^ 
larly at Mr. Walmfley's, whofe wife and 
fifler-in-law,of the name of Afton, and 
the daughters of a Baronet, were remark- 
able for elegance and good breeding. Of 
Mifs Molly Afton, who was afterwards 
married to Captain Brodie of the Navy, 
he ufed t6 fpeak with the warmeft ad- 
miration. '' Molly" (faid he) " was a 
beauty and a fcholar, a wit and a whig, and 
ihe talked all in praife of liberty ; and fo 



I niade this* epigrani upon her. She wa^ 
the loVeliefl: creature I ever faw I 

Xiiber ut efle velim, fuafifti, pulchra Maria, 
lit maneam liber j pulchra Maria, vale." 

Of this epigram, Mrs. Piozzi, and Mr. 
toddrel, and Mr. Bofwell, among others, 
nave offered tranllatioiis. The following 
terfion is given by Mr. Bofwell : 

Adieu Maria! finge youM have me/ree : 
tor who behoids^thy charms, a flave mufl: be. 

In December 173I, his father died, in 
the 79th year of his age, in very narrow 
circunsftances j for, after providing for his 
mother, that portion of the effeds which^ 
fell to his fhare a:m6unted' oiily to twenty 
pounds. 

In the forlorn ftate of his circumftances^ 

he accepted the einploymeht of ufher in 

the fchool of Market-Bofworth; in Leicef- 

terfhire, to which he went on foot; Jtily 

Cij 
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i 6. 1732. He refided in the houfe of Slif 
Woolfton Dixie, the patron of the fchoal, 
to whom he officiated as a kind of do- 
meftic chaplain ; and who treated him with 
intolerable harfhnefs. His employment was 
irkfome to him in every refpedl; and after 
fuflFering for a few months, what Mr. Bof- 
well terms " complicated mifery," he re- 
linquifhed a fituation which he ever after- 
wards remembered witka degree of hprror. 

Being now again totally unoccupied, he 
was invited by Mr. HeAor to pafs feme 
time with him at Birmingham, as jiis 
gueft, at the houfe of Mr. Warren, with 
^hom he lodged.- Mr. Warren \^s the 
firft eftablifhed bookfeller in Birmingham, 
and was very attentive . to Johnfon, and 
obtained the affiftance of his pen, in fur- 
nifhing fome periodical eflays in a newf- 
f)aper of which he was proprietor. 

In June 1733, he refided in the houfe 
ef a- perfon named Jarvis, in another part 
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of the town, where he tranflated and a-^ 
bridged, from the French of the Abbe Le 
Grand, a Voyage to Abyjftnia^ written origi- 
nally by Jerome Lobo, a Portuguefe Jefuit^ 
For this work, which was printed in Bir* 
xningham, and pnbliihed by Bettefworth 
and Hitch pf Pater-nofter Row, London, 
^vo, 1735, but without the tranflator's, 
name, he had from Mr. Warren only five 
guineas. It is the firft profe work of John- 
fon ; but it exhibitsno fpecinjen of elegance ; 
neither is it marked by any char^der of 
ilyle, which would lead to a difcovery of 
the tranflator, from an acquaintance witlj 
his latter productions. It has, however, 
been juflly remarked by Mf. Bofwell, that 
the Preface and Dedication, contain ftroilg 
and not unfavourable fpecimens of that 
fl:yle of thought and manner pf expreffion, 
^yhich he afterwajfds adopted. 

In February 1 734, he returned to Litchr 
j^l^, and in Auguft following, publiflied 

C ill 
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propqfals for printing by fubfcriptioi^ ^j^^ 
edition of the Latin poems of Politian, 
Jngeli Politiam Poemata Latin a, quibus not as ^ 
cum hiftoria Latina poefeos^ a Petrarcha avo 
Ad Polltlani tempora deduSta et vita Politiani 
fuftus quam antehac enarratay addidit Sam. 
Johnson ; the Work to be printed in thirty 
8vo fheets, price -5$. " Subfcriptions taken 
in by the editor, or N. Johnfon, book- 
feller of Litchfield/r his brother, who 
had taken up his father's trade. For 
want of encouragement, the work never 
appeared, and probably never was exe-- 
cuted* 

We find him again this year at Birming- 
ham ; and in order to procure fome little 
fubfiftence by his pen, he addrefled a let- 
ter, under the name of 5. Smithy to Mr. 
Edward Cave, the proprietor of the " Gen- 
tleman's Magazine," November 25. 1734, 
in which he propofed, " on reafonable 
terms, fometimes to I'upply him witljt 
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poems, infcriptions, &c, never printed be*- 
fore, andfhort literary diflertations in La- 
tin or Englifli, critical remarks oh authors, 
ancient or modem, forgotten poems that 
deferve revival, loofe pieces, like Floyer's, 
•worth preferving." To this letter Mr. 
Cave returned an anfwer, dated December 
2. 1734; but it does not appear that kny 
thing was done in confequence of it. 

He had, from his infancy, been fenfibj^ 
to the influence of female charms. When 
at Stourbridge fchool he was much ena- 
moured of Olivia Llyod, a young Quaker, 
to whom he wf ote a copy of verfes ; 
he conceived a tender pafGon for Lucy 
Porter, whpfe mother he afterwards mar- 
ried, and whom he had frequent oppor^ 
tunities of feeing at the houfe of Mr. Hun- 
ter 9f Litchfield, whofe fecond wife was 
her aunt, He addreffed to her, as flie her- 
\ felf informed Mifs Seward, "i?rhen he was 
§ }ad/' the verfes to a Lady^ on her prefenting 
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the author with afprig of myrtle; which Mllr 
i^Hedor fays were written at his requeft, iij 
1 73 1, for hi,s frieud Mr. Morgan Graves; 
but the two accounts gre not irrecpncile- 
able, for he might give. them to Mr. Hec- 
tor, without thinking it material to mgi;!- 

. tion their pre-exiftence. 

His juvenile attachments to the fair fex; 
were, however, very tranfient, and he ne- 
ver had a criminal connedipn. In 1 735, he 
became the fervent admirer of Mrs. Portej:, 
widow of Mr. Henry Porter, mercei: iji 
Birmingham, to whofe family he had pro- 
bably been introduced by his lifter Mrs;. 
Hunter of Litchfield, or through his ac- 
quaintance with Jarvis, who might be a 
relation of MrSr Porter, whof^ maiden 
name was Jarvis. \' It was," he faid, ", a 

Jove match on both fides ;" and, judging 
from the defcription of their perfons, we 
muft fuppofe that the paffion was not in- 

• fpired by the beauties of form, or graces 
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fi{ manner, but by a mutual admiration 
pf each others mind. Johnfon's appearr 
jance is defcribed as being very forbidding: 
" He was then lean and lank, fo that his 
immenfe ftrudure of bones was hideoufly 
flriking to the eye, and the fears of the 
fcrophula were deeply Vifible. He alfo 
wore his hair, which was flraight and fliff, 
and feparated behind ; and he often had 
feemingly convulfive ftarts and odd gefti- 
culations, which tended at once to excite 
furprife and ridicule.'^ Mrs. Porter was 
double the age of Johnfon, and her per- 
fon and manner, as defcribed by Garrick, 
were by no means plealing to others. 
" She was very fat, with a bofom of more 
than ordinary protuberance. Her fwelled 
cheeks were of a florid red, produced by 
thick painting, and increafed by the libe- 
ral ufe of cordials, flaring and fantaftic in 
her drefs, and afFeded both in her fpeech 
and in her general behaviour." 



It is to be obferved, however, that what-r 
ever her real charms may have been, John- 
fon thought her beautiful, for in her Epi^ 
tapb he has recorded her as futh ; and in 
his Prayers and Meditations ^ we find very* 
remarkable evidence that his regard and 
;fondhefs for her never ceafed, even after 
death. 

The marriage ceremony was perform- 
ed, July 9th, at Derby, for which place 
the bride and bridegroom fet out on horfe- 
back; and it muft be allowed that the 
capricious and fantaflic behaviour of the 
bride, during the journey to church, upon 
the nuptial piom, as related by Mr. Bof- 
well, was a lingular beginning of connii- 
tial felicity. 

She was worth about 800I., wh;ch, to a 
perfon in Johnfon's circumftances, made 
it a defirable match. To turn this fum 
to the bell advantage, he hired a large 
houfe at Edial, near Litchfield, and f?t 
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lup a private claffical academy, in which 
Jie was encouraged by his friend Mi. 
Walmfley. In the '* Gentleman's Maga- 
zine'' for 1736, there is the following 
f* Advertisement — At Edial, near Litch- 
field, in Staffordfhire, yoting gentlemeft 
are boarded and taugl^t the Latin and 
Greek languages, by Samuel Johnson.'^ 
The plan, notwithftaiiding, j>roved abor- 
tive. Tlie only pupils that were put un- 
der his care, were Garrick, and his bro- 
ther George, and a Mr. OfFely, a young 
gentleman of a good fortune, Who died 
farly^ 

About this time we find him diligently 
(employed on his ^ei^^, a tragedy, with which 
Mr. Waln;ifley was fo well plcafed, that Tie 
advifed hina to proceed with it. It is fotmd- 
pd upon a paflage in Knolles's " Hiftoiy 
pf the Turks," a book which he after- 
Wards highly praifed and recommended in 
tjie Rambler. 4 
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Difappointed in his expedition of de- 
riving fubfiftence from the eftablifhnaent 
of a boarding-fchool, he now thought of 
trying his fortune in London, the great 
field of genius and exertion, where talents 
of every kind have the fuUeft fcope, and 
the higheft encouragement. 

On the 2d of March 1737, being the 
28th year of his age, he fet out for Lon- 
. don, and it is a memorable circumftance, 
. that his pupil Garrick went thither at the 
fame time, with intention to complete his 
education, and follow the profeffion of the 
law. They were recommended to Mr. Col- 
fon, mafter of the mathematical fchool at 
Rochefter, by a letter from Mr. Walmfley, 
i«%o mentions the joint expedition of thefe 
two eminent men to the metropoHs/inthe 
following manner : . 

*' This young gentleman, and another 
jieighbourof mine, one Mr. Samuel John- 
fon, fet out this morning for London to-^ 
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gether. Davy Garrick is to be with yotl 
early the 'next week, and Mr. Johnfon, to 
try his fate with a tragedy, and to fee to 
get himfelf employed in fome tranflation, 
either from the Latin or the French. John- 
fqn is a very good fcholar and poet, and. I 
have great hopes will turn out a fine tra- 
gedy writer.^ 

How he employed himfelf upon his firft 
coming to London, is not certainly known* 
His firft lodgings were at the houfe of Mr.' 
Norris a; flaymaker in Exeter-Street, in the 
Strand. Here he found it neceflary to 
pradife the mofl rigid economy ; and his 
Ofellus in the Art of Living in London ^ is a 
real charader of an Irifh painter, who ini- 
tiated him in the art of Uving cheaply in 
London- 
Soon after his arrival in London, he re- 
newed his acquaintance with Mr. Henry 
Hervey, one of the branches of the Briftol 
family, whom he had known when he was 
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quarteried at Litchfield as an officer of the 
army. At his houfe he was entertained 
yith a kindnefs and hofpitality of which 
he ever afterwards retained a warm re- 
membrance. Not very long before his 
death, he defcribed this early friend " Har- 
ry Harvey," thus : " he was a vicious man, 
but very kind to me. If you call a dog 

Hervey, I fhall love him.'* 

He had now written three afts of his 

Irene; and he retired for fome time to 
lodgings at Greenwich, where he proceed- 
ed in it fomewhat farther, and ufed to 
compofe walking in the Park ; but he did 
not ftay long enough in that place to finifh 
it. 

At this period, he wijfhed to engage 
more clofely with Mr. Cave, and propofed: 
to him, in a letter dated Greenwich, July 
1 2. 1737, to undertake a tranflation of Fa- 
ther Paul Sarpi's " Hiftory of the Council 
of Trent/' from the Fxeiich edition of Dr, 
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Le Courayer. His propofal was accepted ; 
but it (hoTild feem from this letter, though 
fubfcribed with his own name, that he had 
not yet been introduced to Mr. Cave. 

In the courfe of the fummer, he return- 
ed to Litchfield, where he had left his wife ; 
and there he at laft finiflied his tragedy ; 
which was not executed with his rapidity 
of compofition upon other occafions, but 
was flowly and painfully elaborated: The 
original unformed fketch of this tragedy^ 
partly in the raw materials ,o£ profe, and 
partly worked up in verfe, in his own hahd^ 
writing, is preferved in the King's Library. 

In three months after, he removed to 
London with his wife ; but her daughter, 
who had lived with them at Edial, was left 
with her relations in the coimtry. His 
lodgings were for fome time in Wood- 
Aock-Strcet, near Hanover*Square, and af- 
terwards in Caftle-Street, near Gavendilh^ 
S(iuare. His tragedy being, as he thought, 
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completely finiflied, and fit for the ftage> 
he folicited Mr. Fleetwood, the manager 
of Drury-Lane Theatre, to have it aded 
at his houfe ; but Mr. Fleetwood would 
not accept it. 

Upon his coming to London, he was 
inlifted by Mr. Cave, as a regular coadju-^ 
tor in his magazine, which, for many years, 
was his principal refource for employment 
and fupport. A confiderable period of his 
life is loft in faying that he was the hire- 
ling of Mr. Cave. The narrative is little 
diverfified by the enumeration of his con- 
tributions. But the publications of a wri- 
ter, like the battles and fieges of a general, 
are the circumftances which muft fix the 
feveral eras of his life. In this part of the 
narrative, the pieces acknowledged by 
Johnfon to be of his writing, are printed 
in Italics, and thofe which are afcribed td 
him upon good authority, or internal evi* 
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<}ence, are diftinguiflied by iiiverted com- 
mas. 

His firft perfonnance in the *' Gentle- 
man's Magazine/' was a Latin Ode^ Ad 
Urhanumy in March 1738^ a traiiflation of 
which^ by an unknown correfporidem, ap- 
peared in the Magazine for May follow- 
ing. 

At this petiod^ the misfortunes and mif- 
conduft of Savage had reduced him to the 
Ibweft ftate of wrctchediiefs as a writer for 
bread ; and his tdfits at St. John's Gate; 
where the " Gentleman's Magazine" was 
originally printed, naturally brought John- 
fon and him together. Johnfon commen- 
ced an intimacy with this extraordinary 
man. Both had great parts, and they were 
equally under the prefTure of want. They 
had a feUow-feeling, and fympathy united 
them clofer. 

It is melancholy to refledl^ that John- 
fon and Savage were fometimes in fuch 
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extreme indigence, that they could not 
pay for a lodging, fo that they have wan- 
dered together whole nights in the ftrcets. 
Yet as Savage had feen life in all its varie- 
ties, and been much in the company of 
the ftatefmen and wits of his time, we may 
fuppofe, in tbefe fcenes of diftrefs^ tha;t he 
communicated to Johnfon an abundant 
fupply of fuch materials as his philofophi- 
fcal curic^ty moft eagerly defired, and men- 
tioned many of the anecdotes with which 
he afterwards enriched the life of his un-^ 
happy companion. 

He mentioned ta Sir Jofliua Re3molds,^ 
that one night in particular, when Savage 
and he walked round St. James's Square, 
for want of a lodging, they were not at all 
deprefled by their fituation, but in high 
fpirits; and, brimful of patriotifm, traverf- 
ed the Square for feveral hours, inveighed 
againll the minifter, and " refolved they 
wom\^ Jiand by tb^ir ^e^ntr^iil 
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feir Johii Hawkins fuppofes thdit " joTiii- 
fpn iw^as captiv^tdd by the addrefs and de*^ 
mcanour of Savage, who, as to his exterior^ 
i?TO$ to a remarkable degree accomplifhed ; 
he was a handfome yreH nSade man, and 
very courteous in the niod^s of faluta* 
tion/* He took off his hat, he: tells us^ 
with a good air, made a graceful bow, and 
was a good fwordfrt^gtu? ** Thefe accdm- 
jplifliments/* h^^ ^dds^ *' and the eafe arid 
^pleafantry of his conv^ffatidn, were pro- 
bably the charms that wrought on John- 
fon^ who at this tiirie had not been agcul- 
tomed to the coBverfatibn of gentlemen." 
But if^ according to his biographer's po- 
tion, he ** never faw the charjns of his 
wife/* how fhould he perceiv^ the graces 
of Savage ? 

Johnfon, indeed, defcribes hiiri as ha- 
ving '* a graceful 9:nd manly deportment^ 
a folemii dignity of ntiien, but which, upon 
a nearer acquaintance, foftene'3 into aii 

\ 



engaging eafinefs of manners/' How high- 
ly he admired him for that knowledge, 
which he himfelf fo much cultivated, and 
what kindnefs he entertained for him, ap- 
pears in the following verfes in the Gen* 
tleman's Magazine for April 1738. 

AJ RiCMDVM SavAGM Arm. humani generis 
amatoretn. 

Humani ftudium generis cui peflore fenret^ 
O t cc3lat humanion te fovca^ue genus ! 

About this time he became acquainted 
with Mifs EUzabeth Carter, the learned 
tranflator of " Epidetus,*^ to whom he paid 
a friendly attention, and in the fame Ma- 
gazine complimented her in An JEnigma 
to Eliza^ both in Greek and Latin. He 
writes Mr, Cave, " I think flie ougbt to be 
celebrated in as many diflferent languages 
as Lewis le Grand." His verfes to a Lady^ 
(Mifs Molly Afton) who /poke in defence of 
iibefty^ firft appeared in the fame Magazine. 
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In May 1738, he puBlifhed his London^ 
a Poem^ 'vnritten in imitation of the 3d fa- 
tire of Juvenal. It has beeji generally faid, 
that he offered it to feveral bookfellers, 
none of whom would purqhafe it* Mr. 
Cave, at laft, conmiunicated it to Dodfley, 
who had tafte enough to perceive its un- 
common merit, and thought it " credit- 
able to be concerned with it/* Dodfley 
gave him lol. for the copy. It is remark- 
able, that it came out on the fame morn- 
ing with Pope's fatire, intituled, ** 1738,*' 
Ctoe of its warmeft patrons was General 
Oglethorpe. Pope alfo was fo ftruck with 
its merit, that he fought to difcoyer the 
author, and prophefied his future fame. 
^' He will," faid he, " foon be deterred 
and it appears from his note to Lord 
Gower, he himfelf was fuccefsful in his 
inquiries. To " a fhort extrad from Lon- 
4onr in the Gentleman'5 Magazine for 
JVf^y, is added, ** Become remarkable for 

D iij 



t 54 5- 

having got to the fecpnd edition in thq 
fpaee of a week-" Thi« admirable poetn 
laid the fiifft foundation of his feme. Sir 
John Hawkins obferves,that in this poem 
he has adopted the vulgar topic of the 
time, to gratify the malevolence of the 
Tory faction ; and Mr. Bofwell candidly 
^ows, that ^^ the flame of patriotifm and 
Eeal fop popular refiftance with which it 
id fraught, had no juft caufe." It contains, 
the moft fpirited inve^ves againft tyranny 
and Dppreffion, the watmeft predile€tion 
for his own country, and the pureft love 
of virtue, interfperfed with traits of his 
own particular character and fituation, 
He heated his mind with the ardour of 
Juvenal, and he wrote with the fpirit and 
energy of a fine poet, and a fharp critic of 
the times. Boileau had imitated the fame 
fatire with great fuccefs, applying it to Pa-: 
xis ; but an attentive comparifon will far 
^isfy every reader that he is oiucl^ excelled 
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by Johiafon, Oldham had alfo imitated 
it, ^d applied it to London ; but there is 
fcarcely any . coincidence between the two 
performances, though upon the very fame 
fubjed. 

In the courfe of his engagement with 
Mr. Cave^ he compofed the 'Debates in the 
Senate of Magna UUiputia, the firfl number 
of which appeared in the " Gentleman's^ 
Magazine" for June 1738, fometimes with 
feigned names of the feveral fpeeches, 
fometimes widx denominations formed of 
jthe letters of their real names, fo that dxey 
might be eafily decyphered. Parliament 
then kept the prefs in a kind of myfteri- 
ous awe, which made it neceflary to have 
fecourfe to fuch devices. The debates for 
fome time were brought home and digefted 
by Guthrie, and afterwards fent by Mr, 
Cave to Johnfon for his revifion. When 
G^thrie had attained to a greater variety 
of employment, and the fpeeches were 
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more and more enriched by the accefliori 
of Johnfon's genius, it was refolved that 
he fliould do the whole himfelf, from notes 
fumifhed by perfons employed to attend 
in both houfes of Parliament. His fole 
compofition of them began November 19. 
1740, and ended February 23. i742-'3. 
From that time they were written by 
Hawkefworth to the year 1 760. Johnfon 
acknowledged th$ debates to be fpurious, 
long after the world had confidered them 
as genuine ; and fome days previous to his 
death, declared, that of all his writings 
they gave him the moft uneafinefe. The 
deceit, however, could not be very pef-r 
nicious, in the efFeds of which fo many 
perfons were involved* Neither are they 
fo completely his own compofition as is 
generally fuppofed. That nptes of the 
fpeeches were taken in the Houfes of Par- 
liament, and given to him, is evident from 
his onm declarations. And it does not 
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appear probable that Mr. Cave, who wa3 
ever attentive to the improvement of his . 
Magazine, fhould be more neghgent iix 
procuring notes as accurate as he could, 
during the time when Johnfon execute4 
this department, than when it was in the 
hands of Guthrie. It feems at leaft moll 
likely, therefore, that the language and il- 
luftrations are Johnfon's own, hut that the 
arguments and general arrangements were 
taken from the feveral fpeeches fpoken in 
either Houfe. 

The trade of writing was, however, fo 
Jittle profitable, that riotwithftandihg the 
fuccefs fif his London, he wifhed to accept 
an offer made to him, of becoming matter 
pf the free fchool at Appleby in Leicefterr- 
Ihire (Pope fays in Shropfhire), the falary 
of which was fixty pounds a-year. But 
the flatutes of the fchool required that he 
ihould be a Mailer of Arts, and it was then 
|hpught top great a favour to be alked of 
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the Univerfity of OxforiL Pope, without 
any knowledge of him, but from his />«•• . 
don^ recommended him to LordGower, 
who, by a letter which has been often 
printed, to a friend of Swift, dated 
Trentham, Auguft i. 1738^ endeavoured 
to procure him a degree from Trinity- 
College, Dublin. This expedient failed. 
There is reafon to think that Swift declin- 
ed to meddle in the bufinefs ; and to this 
circumftance Johnfon's known diflike of 
Swift has been often imputed. 

He made one other effort to emancipate 
himfelf from the drudgery of authorfliip, 
by endeavouring to be introduced to the 
ba'r at Dodor's Commons ; but here the 
want of a Dodor's degree in Civil Law, 
was alfo an unfurmountabie impediment. 

He was, therefore, under the' neceffity 
of perfevering in that courfe into which 
he was forced 4 and we find him profecut- 
ing his defign of tranflating Father Paurs 
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^* Htfiory of the Council of Trent, ^ in 2 vols, 
4to, which was announced in the " Week- 
ly Mifcellany/' Odober 21, 1738, Twelve 
iheets of this tranflation were printed ofFj 
but the defign was dropped ; for it happen-^ 
cd, that another Samuel Johnfon, Libra- 
rian of St. Martin's in the Fields, and 
Curate of that parifh, had engaged in the 
fame undertaking, under the patronage of 
Dr, Pearce ; the confequence of which was, 
gn oppofition, which mutually deftroyed 
^ach others hopes of fuccefs. 

In the " Gentleman's Magazine" of this 
year, befides the pieces already mentioned, 
he gave a Ufe of Father Paul in the No^ 
vember Magazine, and wrote the *' Pre-r 
fece'^ to the volume. The *' Apotheofis 
of Milton, a vifion," printed in the Maga- 
zine for 1738 and 1739, given to him by 
Sir John Hawkins^ was the produdion of 
Guthrie. The tranflation of Cronfaz's 
** Examination of Pope's Eflay on Man," 
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*nd printed by CaVe in November 1738^, 
has been afcribed to him; but Mifs Carter 
has lately. acknowledged that fhe was the 
tranflator- 

In 1739, befide the afliftance he gave to 
the Debates in the Senate of Lilltput, his writ- 
ings in the ** Gentleman's Magazine," 
were. The Life of Boerbaave, An Appeal to 
the Public in behalf of the Editor^ Verfes to 
Eliza^ a Greek Epigram to Dr. Bircb^ and 
** Confiderations on the cafe of Dr. Trapp's 
Sermons," reprinted in the Magazine fpf 
July 1787. 

The fame year he joined in the clamour 
againft Walpole, and publifhed his famous 
Jacobite pamphlet intituled, Marmor Norfolk 
cienfe^ or an EJay on an Ancient Prophetical 
infcrtption in Monkijh rbymCy lately difcovered 
near Lynne^ in Norfolk^ by Probus Britannicus. 
In this performance, he inveighs againft 
the Brunfwick fucceffion, and the mea-i 
fures oi Government confequent upon it, 
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with warm anti-Hanoverian zeal. The Ja* 
cobite principles inculcated by it, accord* 
ing to Sir John Hawkins, aroufed the vigi- 
lance of the Miniftry. A warrant was if- 
fued, and meffengers were employed to 
apprehend the author, who, it feems, was 
known. To elude his purfuers, he retired 
with his wife to Lambeth-marfli, and there 
lay concealed in an obfcure lodging till 
the fcent grew cold. Mr. Bofwell how- 
ever denies that there is any foundation 
for this ftory ; for that Mr. Steele, one of 
the late fecretaries of the Treafury, had 
direded every polSble fearch to be made 
in the records of the Treafury and Secre- 
tary of State's Office, but could find no 
trace of any warrant having been iflued 
to apprehend the author of this pamphlet- 
His Marmor Norfolcienfe obtained alfo the 
honour of Pope's commendation, as ap- 
pears from the following note concerning 
Johnfon, copied with minute exadnefs^ By 
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Mr- Bofwell, from the origin^' in tlxc pdt* 
feffion of Dr. Percy* 

** This [London'] is imitated by one John-* 
fon, who put in fpt a pubHc fchool in 
Shropfiiire, but was difappointcd. He has 
an infirmity of the convulfive kind, that 
attacks him fometimes, fo as to make him 
a fad fpedacle, Mr. P* from the merit o^ 
this work, which was all the knowledge he 
had of him, endeavoured to ferve him 
without his own application ; and wrote to 
my Lord Gower, but he did iiot fucce6d; 
Mr. Johnfon pubhlhed afterwards another 
poem in Latin, with notes, the whole very 
humorous, called the Norfolk FraphtcyJ* 

In the fame year 1739^ he publifhed J 
complete Vindication of tbe JJcenfcrs of tb( 
Stage^from the malicious andfcandahus afper* 
fions of Mr. Brooke ^ author of Gufavus Va/a^ 
in j^o. This was an ironical, but a very 
proper attack upon the Lord Chamber- 
lain, for the injuftifiable fuppxeifion ol 
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that tragedy. Indeed the power veiled in 
that officer, refpeding dramatic pieces, is 
a difgrace to a free country ; and the ad: 
which gave him that power ought to be 
repealed. To juftify the rejedion of this 
play. Sir John Hawkins feleds a few pat- 
iageSy not one of which would give um- 
brage at this day. 

In July 1739, a fubfcription was com- 
pleted for Savage, who was to retire to 
Swanfea ; and he parted with the compa- 
nion of his midnight rambles, never to 
fee him more. This reparation was per- 
haps a real advantage to Johnfon.x By aflb- 
ciating with Savage, who was habituated 
to the licentioufiiefs and diflipation of the 
town, Johnfon, though his good principles 
femained fteady, did not entirely preferve 
that temperance for which he was remark- 
al::^;, in days of greater fimplicity, but was^ 
imperceptibly led into foiiie indulgences^ 
which occafioned much diftrefs to his vir- 
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tubus mindi It is faid by Sir John HaW-^ 
kins, that during his connexion with Sa-* 
Vage, a fliort reparation took place between 
Johnfon and his wife* They were, how- 
ever, foon brought together again. John* 
fbn loved her, and Ihowed his affedkion in 
various modes of gallantry, which Garrick 
ufed to mimic. The afFeftation of fa* 
fliionable airs did not fit eafy on Johnfon ; 
his gallantry was received by the wife with 
the flutter of a coquette, and both, we may 
believe, expofed themfelves to ridicule. 

In 1740, he contributed to the " GeS* 
tleman's Magazine,'' the ** Preface,*' Lift 
of Admiral Blake^ and the firft parts of 
thofe of Sir Francis Drakcy and of Philip 
Barettier^ both which he finifhed the year 
after ; An " Eflay on Epitaphs," and an 
Epitaph on Philips^ a muftcian^ which was 
afterwards publifhed, with fome other 
pieces, in Mifs WiUiams^s *'* Mifcellanies/'f 






In 1741, he wrote for the " Gentle- 
man's Magazine," the " Preface," conclu- 
lion of his Uves of. Drake and Banttter * 
" A free tranflation of the Jells of Hiero- 
cles, with an Introdxidion," " Debate on 
the propofal of ParKament to Cromwell, 
po aflume the title of King, abridged, me-- 
thodized, and digefted ; " Tranflation of 
Abbe Guyon^ Diflfertation on the Ania- 
zonS ; ** Tranflation of Fontenelle's Pane- 
gyric on Dr; Morin." He, this year, and 
the two following, wrote the Parliamentary^ 
Debates^ The eloquence^ the force of ar- 
gument, and the fplendour of language 
difplayed in the fevcral fpeeches, are \^ell 
known, and univerfaily admired. To one 
who praifed his impartiality, dbferving that 
he had dealt o\it reifon and eloquence with 
an equal hand to both parties, " That is 
not quite^ true. Sir, faid Johnlon ; I faved^ 
Appearances well enough, but I toojL care 

that the Whig Dogs fliould not have the 

B 
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beft of it." They have been coUeded m 
2 vols. 8vo, 1787, and recommended to- 
the notice of parliamentary fpeakers, as 
orations upon queftions of public import- 
ance, by a " Preface/' \v:ritten by George 
Chalmers, Efq. whofe commercial apd bio- 
graphical writings are well known and e- 
fteemed. 

In T742, he wrote for the " Gentle- 
man's Magazine," the " Preface;" the Par- 
liamentary Debates^ EJhy on the Account qf 
the ConduSt of the Ducbefs of Marlborough^ 
then the popular topic of converfation ; 
The Life of Peter Burman; Additions to bir 
Life of Barettler; The Life ofSydenbamy af- 
terwards prefixed to Swan's edition of his^ 
works ; the ** Foreign Hiftory," for De- 
cember; " EfTay on the Defcription of 
China, from the French of Du Halde r 
Propofals for printing Bibliotbeca Harlecana ; 
or, q Catalogue of the Library of the Earl of 
Oxford. It was afterwards prefixed to th* 
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firft volume of the " Catalogue," in which 
the Latin account of books were written 
by him. He was employed in this bufi- 
nefs by Mr. Thomas Olborne, bookfeller 
in Gray's Inn^ * who purchafed the library 
for i3,oooL, afum which, Mr. Oldys fays^ ' 
in one of his manufcripts, was not more 
than the binding of the books had cpft ; 
yet the flownefs of the fale was fuch, that 
there was not much gained by it. It has 
been confidently related^ with many em- 
bellifhmeiits, that Johnfon knocked Of- 
borne down in his {hop with a folio, and 
put his foot upon his neck. Johufon himr- 
felf relates it differently to Mr. Bofwell. 
*' Sir, he was impertinent to me,- and I beat 
him ; but it was not in his (hop, it was in 
my own chambeir/^ This anecdote has 
been often told to prove Johnfon's fero- 
city; but merit cannot always take the 
fpurns of the unworthy with patience and 
ja forbearing fpirit. 

Eij 
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He wrote in the« " Gentleman's Maga^ 
zine*' for 1 743, the *' Preface ;" the ParUa-' 
mentary Debates for January and February j 
** Confiderations on the Difpute between 
Cronfaz and Warburton, on Pope's Eflay 
on Man," in which he .defends Cronfaz; 
Ad Lauram parituram Epigratnmai A Latin 
tranjlation of Pope's Verfes on bis Grotto; an 
exquifitely beautiful Ode on Friendjhip; and 
an " Advertifement'* for Ofborne, con- 
ceming_the Harleian Catalogue. 

The fame year he wrote for his fchool- 
fellow. Dr.. James's " Medicinal Didio- 
nary," in 3 vols, folio, the Dedication to Dr.^ 
Meadj which is conceived with gr^at ad- 
drefs, to conciliate the patronage of that 
very eminent man. He had alfo written, 
or aflifted in writing, the propofals for this 
work ; and, being very fond of the lludy of 
phyfic; in which Dr. James was his maimer ^ 
he fumilhed fome of the articles. 
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At this time, his circumftances were 
much embarrafled; yet fuch was his Uberal 
afFedion for his mother, that he took upon 
himfelf a debt pf her*s, to Mr. Levett of 
Litchfield, which, though only twelve 
pounds, was then confiderable to him. 

In J 744, he wrote the *' Preface'^' for 
the Gentleman's Magazine, and the Pre-- 
face to the Harleian Mi/cellany. The felec- 
tion of the pamphlets of which it was com- 
pofed was made by Mr. Oldys, a man of 
eager curiolity, and indefatigable diligence, 
to whom Englifh literature owes many ob- 
ligations. 

The. fame year he produced one work 
jfuUy fufficient to maintain the high repu- 
tation which he had acquired. This was 
the Life of Savage, which he had announ- 
ced his intention of writing in the *' Gen- 
tleman's Magazine,'^ for Augufl 1743. It 
is faid' by Sir John Hawkins, that he com- 
pofed the whole of it in thirty-fix hour^ ; 

E nj 
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but Mr. Bofwell ftates, upon Johnfon's 
own authority, that he compqfed forty-t 
eight of the prefent odavo pages at a fit-^ 
ting, but that he fat up all night. It came 
out in February, from the ihop of Rob^ts^ 
who, in April following, republiflied hiq 
^ Ufe af Bard tier, in a feparate pamphlet, 
It was no fooner publifhed than the fol-r 
lowing liberal praife was given to it by 
Fielding, in -* The Champion," which was 
copied into the " Gentleman'^ Magasjine'* 
for April, and confirmed by the approba-r 
tion of the public. 

" This parnphlet is, without flattery to 
its authqr, asjufl and well-written a piece 
of its kind as I ever faw. It is certainly 
penned with equal accuracy and fpirit, of 
which I am fo much the better judge, as I 
knew many of the fad^ to be flridly true^ 
and very fairly related. It is a very a- 
mufing, and withal a very inflrudive and 
valuable performance. The author's ob- 
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lervations ure fhort, fignificant, and jufl, as 
lus narrative is remarkably fmooth, and 
^ell difpofcd. His refledions open to all 
the recefles of the human heart j and, in 
» word, a more juft or pleafant, a more 
engaging, or a more inftrudive treatife on 
all the excellencies and defeds of human 
nature, is fcarce to be found in our own, 
^ W perhaps any other language.'* 

Johnfon had now lived nearly half his 
days, without friends or lucrative profef- 
fion ; he had toiled and laboured, yet ftill, 
as he himfelf exprefles it, was " to provide 
for the day that was paffing over him." Of 
the profeffion of an unfriended author he 
faw the danger and the difficiilties. Am- 
hurft, who had conduded " The Craftf- 
man," Savage, Boyfe, and others who had 
laboured in literature, without emerging 
from diftrefs, were recept examples, and 
clouded his profped- 

E iiij 
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Sir John Hawkins has preferved a lift of 
literary proje6b,* not lefs than thirty-nine 
articles, which he had formed in the oourfe 
of his ftudies ; but fuch was his want of 
encouragement, or the verfatiUty of his 
temper, that not one of all his fcheijies 
was ever executed. 

A new edition of Shakfpeare now oc-^ 
curred to him, and, as a prelude to it, in 
April 1745, he publifhed a pamphlet, in- 
tituled Mifcdlaneous Obftrvations on tbe^ Tra^ 
gedy of Macbeth ywitb Remarks on Sir Thomar 
Hanmers edition of Shakfpeare ; to which is. 
affixed^ propofcds for a new edition of Shakr 
fpeare^ with a Specimen^ 8vq. The notice 
of the public was, however, not excited to. 
his anonymous propofak fox the execution 
of a tafk which Warburton was known to. 
have undertaken ; the projeft, therefore, 
died at that time, to revive at a future pe- 
riod. His pamphlet, however, was highly 
efteemed, and even the fupercilious War- 



burton, in the " Preface" to his Shat- 
fpeare, publifhed two years afterwards, had 
the candour to exempt it from his general 
cenfure '* of thofe things which have been 
publifhed under the titles of -Eflays," "Re-t 
marks/' " Obfervations,'' &c. on *^ Shak-r 
fpeare," and fpoke of it as the work of 
?* a roan of gr^at parts and genius," This 
obligation Johnfon always ^acknowledged 
in terms of gratitude. '' He praifed me 
(faid he) at a time whei^ praife wa^ of va- 
lue to me," «f 

In the year 1746, which was marked 
by a civil war in Britain, when a rafli at-? 
tempt was made to reftore the houfe of 
5tuart to the throne, his literary career 
appears to have been almoft totally fufr 
pended. His attachment to that unfortu- 
nate family is well known ; fome may ima- 
gine that a fympathetic anxiety impeded 
the exertion of his intelledual powers; 
but it is probable that he. was, during that 
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time, employed upon his Sbaifpeare^ or 
feetching the outlines of his Dictionary of 
fhe Engtijh Language. 

Having fonned and digcfted the plan of 
•his great philological work, which might 
then be efteemed one of thp defiderata of 
Englifli literature, he communicated it to 
the public, in 1747, in a pamphlet intitu-r 
led, The Plan of a Diaionary of the Engli/b 
Language^ addrejjed to the Right Honourable 
Philip Dormer^ Earl of Cbejierfield; one of bis 
Majejlys Secretaries of State. The hint of 
undertaking this work is faid to have been 
firft fuggefted to Johnfon by Dodfley, who 
contraded with him for the execution of 
it in conjundion with Mr. Charles Hitch, 
Mr. Andrew Millar, the two Meffrs. Long- 
man, and the two Meflrs. Knapton. The 
price ftipulated was 15751* 

The Plan has not only the fubftantial 
merit of comprehenlion, perfpicuity, and 
precifion, but the language of it is unex- 
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jeeptionably excellent ; and never was thttt 

SL more dignified ftrain of complinient. 

than that in which he court? the atten •* 

tion of Chefterfield, who was very anabi^r 

bitious of literary diftin€lion, an4 who, 

wpOx). being informed pf the defign, ha4 

cxprefled himfelf in terms very favourable 

to its fuccefs. The way in which it camq 

to be infcribed to Chefterfield was. this; 

^* I had neglefted/' fays he, " to write it 

by the time appointed. Dodfley fuggeft-* 

ed a defire to have it addrefied to Lord 

Chefterfield. I laid hold of this as a pre-* 

text for delay, that it might be better 

idone, and let Dodfley have his defire*** 

The Pian itfelf, however, proves that the 

Earl not only favoured the defign, but that 

there had been a particular communica- 

jtion with his Lordihip concerning it. 

To enable him to complete this vaft un- 
dertaking, he hired a houfe in Gough- 
Sq^uare, Fleet-Street, fitted up one of the 
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upper rooms after the manner of a count- 
ing-houfe, and employed fix amanuenfes 
there in tranfcribing ; five of whom were 
natives of North Britain, Mr. Macbean, au- 
thor of ■ * A Syflem of Ancient Geogra- 
phy," &C. Mr. Shiels, the principal col- 
l.edor and digefler of the materials for the 
^* Lives of the Poets 1753/* to which the 
name of Mr. Theo. Gibber is prefixed; 
Mr. Stewart, fon of Mr. George Stewart, 
bookfeller in Edinburgh ) and a Mr. Mait- 
land: the fixth was Mr. Peyton, a French 
mafler, who publifhed fome elementary 
trads. The words, partly taken from o- 
ther didionaries, and partly fupplied by 
himfelf, having been firfl written down, 
with fpaces left between them, he deliver*- 
ed in writing their etymologies, defini-. . 
tions, afid various fignifications. The au- 
thorities were copied from the books 
themfelves, in which he had marked th? 
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pallages with a black lead pencil, the traces 
of which could eafily be effaced. 

This year he contributed to the " Gen- 
tleman's Magazine/' for May, five fhort 
poetical pieces. " A tranllation of a La- ^ 
tin Epitaph on Sir Thomas Hanmer," " To 
Mifs — ' — , on her giving the author a gold 
and filk net-work purfe of her own wea- 
ving," " Stella in Mouming," " The Win-^ 
ter's Walk,'' " An Ode," and '' To Lyce, 
an elderly Lady," diftinguiihed by three 
afterilks. In the Magazine for December, 
he inferted an Ode on Winter ^ which is one 
of the beft of his lyric compofitions. 

In September, this year, his fortunate 
pupil, Garrick, having become joint-pa- 
tentee and manager of Drury-lane theatre, 
he fumiflied him with a Prologue at the 
opening of it, which, for jull and manly 
criticifm, as well as for poetical excellence, 
is unrivalled in that fpecies of compojCL- 
tion. 
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in ^748, while he was employed in hi* 
JDiaionary, he exerted his talents in occa-* 
fional compolition, very different, from 
lexicography, and formed a club that met 
at Horfeman's chop-houfe in Ivy-lane, 
Pater-nofter Row, eVery Tuefday evening, 
with a view to enjoy literary difcuffion, 
and the pleafure of animated relaxation* 
The members aflbciated with him 'in thi^^ 
Kttle fociety, were his beloved friend. Dr. 
Richard Bathurft, a phyfician, Dr. Hawkef^ 
worth, Dr. Salter, father of the late mafter 
of the charter-houfe, Mr. Ryland, a mer* 
chant, Mr. John Payne, then a bookfeller 
in Pater*nofter Row, Mr. Samuel Dyer, 
a learned young man, intended for the 
diflenting miniftry, Dr. William M*Ghie, 
a Scotch phyfician, Dr. Edmund Barker, 
a young phyfician, and Sir John Hawkins- 
The endowments of Mr. Dyer are repre- 
fented by Sir John Hawkins as of fuch a 
fuperioir kind, ** that in fome inftances 
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Johnfoii might almoft be faid to have lool^' 
ed up to him/' They ttfcd to difpute in 
this club> about the moral fif^ and the^(f- 
nefs (f things J but Johnfoti was not uniform 
in his opimons ; contending as- often for 
vidory as truth. Hiis infirmity attended 
him through life, ^ 

In this year he publifhed, in the " Gett- 
tleman's Magazine" for May, The Life ff. 
Rofcommofty which has iince been inferted 
in his " Lives of the Poets." He wrote 
alfo the Preface to Dodfley's " Preceptor,^ 
and the Vifion jof Theodore, the Hermit of Te^ 
^^^W^y found in his cell, a moft beautiful 
allegory of human life, under the figure 
of afcending the mountain of exiftence, 
which he himfelf thought the beft of his 
writings- 

In January 1 749, he puUiflied STAf Fi- 
nity of Human Wi/hes, being the tenth Satire 
of Juvenal imitated, with his name. Of this 
poem, he coropofed feventy lines in one 
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^y, without putting one of them upoii 
paper till they were finifhed* He received 
of Dodfley, for the copy, only fifteen gui- 
neas. It has been thought to have lefs c£ 
common life, and more of a philofophic 
dignity than his London. It is charader- 
ized. by profound refledion, more than 
pointed fpirit. It has, however, always 
been held in high efteem, and is certainly 
as great .an effort of ethic poetry as any 
language cafi fhow^ The infiances of the 
variety of difappointment are chofen fo 
judiciouflyi and painted fo ftrongly, that 
the moment thfey are read, they bring cdn- 
vidtion to every thinking mind. 

On the 8th of February this year, his 
tragedy of Tr^;^^, which had been long kept 
back for want of encouragement, wai 
brought up^on the flage at Dniry-Lane, by 
the kindnefs of Garrick. A violent dif- 
pute arofe between him and the manager, 
relative to the alterations neceflary to be 
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rnade to fit it for the theatre. The poet 
for a long time refufed to fubmit his hnes 
to the critical amputation of the ador, and 
the latter was obliged to apply to Dr. Tay- 
lor to become a mediator in the difpute. 
Johnfon's pride at length gave way to al- 
terations ; but whether to the full extent 
,bf the manager's wifhes, is not known. 
Dr. Adams was prefent the firft night of 
the reprefentation, and gave Mr, Bofwell 
the following account : " Before the cur- 
tain drew up, there were catcalls whiftling, 
which alarmed Johnfon's friends. The 
prologue, vhich was written by himfelf, 
in a manly ftrain, foothed the audience, 
and the play went off tolerably till it came 
to the conclufion, when Mrs. Pritchard, 
the heroine of the piece, was to. be 
ftrangled upon the ftage, and was to fpeak 
two lines with the bow ftring round her 
neck. The audience cried out, " Mur- 
der ! Murder !" She feveral times attemptr^ 

F 
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cd to fpcak, iDUt in vain. At laft fhe wa^ 
obliged to go off the ftage alive." This 
paflage was afterwards ftruck out, and flic 
was carried off to be put to death behind 
the fcenes, as the play now has it. Mn 
Bofwell afcribes the epilogue to Sir Wil- 
liam Yonge ; but upon no gpod founda- 
tion. 

In the unfavourable decifion of the pu- 
blic upon his tragedy, Johnfon acquiefced 
without a murmur. He was convinced 
that he had not the talents neceffary to 
write fuccefsfully for the ftage, and never 
made ariwher attempt in that* fpecies of 
eompofition. 

In December this year, he wrote the 
Preface and Pojifcript ta Lauder's " EfTay 
on Milton^s Uf6, and Imitation of the Mo^ 
derns, in his Paradife Loft," 8vo, a book 
made up of forgeries, and publiflied to 
hnpofe upon mankind. Sir Jo|hn Haw- 
kins tells us, that Johnfon aflifted- Lauder 
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fi'om mbtives of enmity to the memory of 

Milton; but it appears, thit while Laii-. 

def's work >;^as in the prefs, the proof 

fheets were Xubmitt^d to the infpedion of 

the.Ivy-^tuane Club. If Johnfdri approved 

df the deiign, it was no longer than while 

he. believed it founded in fad. With the 

reft of the club, he was in one Common 

error. As foon as Dr. Douglis, now Bi- 

Ihop of Saliibury, efpbufcd the c^ufe of 

truth, and with ability that will 6ver do 

him honour, dragged the irnpo^or t6 open 

dayligTit, Johftfon made ample reparation' 

to the genius of Milton. He not only 

difclaimed the fraud, but- infifted on the 

impoftor xonfeffing his offence; an'd for 

this purpofe dtfew up a fecahtation, which 

Lauder figned and publifhed, iritittlled^ 

" A letter to the Rev. Mt. Douglas,^ oc- 

eafioned by his Vindication of Milton/' 

by William Lauder, M. A. 4to, AJSJ. 

The franknefs of this confeflion would 
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have made fome atonement for the bafe- 
nefs of the attempt, and its abjed humi- 
lity been deemed a fufficient punifhment 
of the impoftor, if that unhappy man hadt- 
not had the folly and wickednefs after- 
wards to deny this apology, and reaflert 
his former accufation, in a pamphlet in- 
tituled, " King Charles Vindicated from 
the Charge , of Plagiarifm, brought againft 
him by Milton, and Milton himfelf con- 
vided of Forgery and a grofs impofition 
on the Public," 8vo, 1755. This effort 
of fpleen and malice was alfo abortive ; 
and Lauder foon afterwards retired to 
Barbadoes, where he died, as he had lived, 
an objed of general contempt, in 177K 

On the 20th March 1750, he publifhed 
the firft paper pf the Rambler^ and conti- 
nued it without interruption every Tuef- 
day and Friday, till the 1 7th of March 
1752, when it clofed. In carrying on this 
periodical publication, he feeras neither 
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to have courted, nor to have met with 
much affiftance, the number of papers 
contributed by others amounting only to 
five in number, four billets in No. i o, by 
Mrs. Chapone, No. 30, by Mrs. Talbot, 
No. 97, by Richdrdfon, and Nos. 44. and 
100, by Mifs Carter. Thefe admirable 
eflays, we are told by Mr, Bofwell, were 
written in hafte, juft as they were wanted 
for the prefs, without even being read over 
by him before they were printed. 

Making every allowanceibr powers far 
exceeding the ufual lot pf man, ftill there 
are bounds which we rhuft fet to our be- 
lief upon this head- It is not at every 
feafon that the mind can concentrate its 
faculties to a particular fubjedl with equal 
llrength, or that the fancy can create ima- 
gery fpontaneoufly to adorn and enforce 
its reafonings. That Johnfon fometimes 
felefted his fubjedt, culled his images, and 
arranged his arguments for thefe papers, 

F iij 
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is evident from the notes of his commoijr 
place book, preferved by Sir John Haw- 
kins and Mr. Bofwell. When he planned 
fome eflays with fuch minute carefulnefs, 
it is not likely that he trufted wholly to 
the fudden effufions of his mind for the 
remainder. Thofe which are taken from 
the notes of his comrhpn-place book, do 
not manifeft by an excellence fuperiqr to 
the reft, peculiar labours of mind in the 
conception, or pains in the compofition ; 
and we cannot fuppofe a man fo happy in 
his genius, that the new-bom offspring of 
his brain fhould invariably appear as ftrong 
and perfed as thofe which haye been ma- 
tured, fafliioned, and polifhed by fedulous 
reflection. This, therefore, appears to be 
moft probable, with refped to the won- 
derful faculty which he is fdid to have 
manifefted in this and other of his works j 
that* during his lleeplefs nights and fre^ 
quent abftradlions from company, he co|^- 
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reived and (ketched much of an impend- 
ing work ; that though he . had in fome 
degree preconceived his inaterials, he com- 
mitted nothing to paper, juft as he is known 
to have done in compofing his Vanity of 
Human Wijbes. If this fuppdfition flrips 
the account of wonder, it invefts it with 
probabiUty, fince a man of his powers of 
mind and habits of compofition, might 
well write an eflay at a fitting, and with- 
out a blot, when he had little more to at- 
tend to, than to clothe his conceptions in 
vigorous language, modulated into fono- 
rous periods. 

The Rambler was not fuccefsful as a pe- 
riodical work, not more than five hundred 
copies of any one number having been 
ever printed. Of courfe, the bookfeller^ . 
who paid Johnfon four guineas a-week, 
did not carry on a very fuccefsful trade ; 
his generofity and perfeverance are to be 
f ppimended. While it was coming pu| 

F iiij 
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in fingle papers at London ^ Mr. James 
Elphinftone fuggefted, and took the charge 
of an edition at Edinburgh, which fol- 
lowed progreflively the London publica- 
tion, printed by Sands, Murray and Coch- 
Tane, with uncommon elegance, upon 
writing paper, of a duodecimo fise, and 
was completed in eight volumes^ Soon 
after the firft folio edition was concluded, 
it was publifhed in four odavo volumes ; 
and'Johnfon lived to fee a juft tribute of 
approbation paid to its meyit in the ex- 
tenfivenefs'of its fale, ten numerous edi- 
tions of it haying been printed in Lon-» 
don, before his death, befides thofe of Ire- 
land and Scotland. 

^ This year he wrote a Prohgue, which 
was fpoken by Garrick, before the adling 
of " Comus," at Drury-Lane theatre, 
April 5, for the benefit of Mrs, Elizabeth 
Fofter, Milton's grand-daughter, and the 
pnly furviving branch of his family, anc^ 
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|:ook a very zealous intereft in the fuc- 
cefs of the charity. Toiifon, the bookr 
ieller, gave 20I. and Dr. Newton brbught 
^ large contribution ; yet all their efforts, 
joined to the alluirementsof Johnfon'spen, 
^nd Garrick-s perform^ijce, procured Qnlj 
J30I. 

. In 1 75 1 , while he was employed both 
pn the Rambler Siiidhis Diaio7iary, he wrote 
the Life of Ch^ynellj in *' The Student, or 
the Oxford and Cambridge Mifcellany," 
a periodical work, in which Smart, Gol- 
man, Thprjiton, aiid other w^its of both 
j:he univerfities, diftinguifhed their talents. 
Sir John Hawkins relates, that in the 
fpring of this year, he indulged himfelf 
in a frolic of midnight revelry. This was 
,|:o celebrate the birth of^ Mrs. Lennox's 
firft literary child, the novel of '' Harriet 
Stuart.'* He drew the members of the 
Ivy- Lane Club, and others, to the num- 
|>ev of twenty, to the Devil Tavern, where 
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Mrs, Lennox and her hufband met them, 
Johnfon, after an invocation of the mufes, 
and fome other ceremonies of his own in-r 
vention, invefted the authorefs with a lau- 
J-el crown. The feftivity was protraded 
till mpming, and Johnfon through 'the 
night was a Bachanalian, without the ufe 
of wine. 

Though his circumftances, at this time, 
were far from being eafy, he received as 
a conftant vifitor at his houfe, Mifs Anna 
Williams, daughter of ^ Wellh phylician, 
and a woman of more than ordinary ta- 
lents and literatta:^, who had juft loft her 
fight. She had contracted a clofe inti- 
macy with his wife ; and after her death, 
ifhe had an apartment from him, at all 
times when he had a houfe. In 1755, 
Garrick gave her a benefit, which produ- 
ced 200I. In 1766, fhepublifhed a quarto 
volume of " Mifcellanies," and thereby 
|npr?^fed her little ftock to 30QL This, 
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gaid Johnfon's prote(9:ioii, fupported her 
cjuring the reft of her life. 

In 1752, he r^publifhed his verfipn of 
Pope's Mejfiah, in the Gentleman's Maga-^ 
zilie. Soon after his clofing the Rambler^ 
March 2, he fufFered a lofs which aflfeded 
him with the deepeft diftrefs. On the 
17th of March, O. 5, his wife died ; and 
after a . cohabitation of feventeen years, 
. left him a ^ childlefs widower, abandoned 
to forrow, and incapable of confolation. 
She was buried in the chapel of Bromley 
in Keint, under the care of his friend, Dr. 
Hawkefworth, who refided at that plac6. 
In the interval between her death and- 
burial, he compofed ^ funeral /ermon for 
her, which was never preached ; but, be- 
ing given to Dr. Taylor, has been publiih- 
ed fince his death. With the fingularity 
of his prayers for Tetty, from that tim6 
|o the^nd of his life,, the world is fuffi- 
ciently acquainted. By her firft huiban^ 
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flie left a daugKter, and a fon, a captain 
in' the navy, who, at his death, left io,oool» 
to his fifter. ^ 

On this melancholy event Johnfon felt 
the moil poignant diftrefs. She is, how- 
ever, reported not to have . been worthy 
of this fincere attachment. Mrs. Defmou- 
lins, who lived for fome time with her at 
Hampftead, told Mr. Bofwell, that (he in- 
dulged herfelf in country air and nice li- 
ving, at an unfuitable expence, while her 
hufband was drudging in the fmoke of 
London ; that Ihe was negligent of eco- 
nomy in her domeftic affairs ; and that 
fhe by no means treated him with that 
complacency which is the, moll engaging 
quality in a wife. But all this is perfect- 
ly compatible with his fondnefs for her j 
efpecially when it is remembered, that he 
had a high opinion of her underllanding ; 
and that the impreflion which her beau- 
' ty , real; or imaginary, h^d originally mad« 
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upon his ihiagination, being continued by 
habit, had not been effaced, though fhe 
herfelf was, doubtlefs, much altered for 
the worfe. Sir John Hawkins has declared 
himfelf inclined to think, " that if thia 
fbndnefs of Johnfbn for his wife was not 
diflembled, it was a leffon that he had 
learned by rote ; and that when he pra<ftifed 
it^ he knew not where to flop, until he be- 
came ridiculous." To argue from her be- 
ing much older than Johnfon, or any other 
circumflances, that he could not really 
love her, is abfurd ; far love is not a fub- 
jed of reafoning, but of feeling,; and; 
therefore, there are n& common principles 
upon which one can perfuade another con- 
cerning it. That Johnfon niarried her for 
love is believed. During her life he was 
fond and Indulgent. At her death he was 
agonized ; and, evex after, cherifhed her 
image as the companion of his mofl fo- 
lemn hours. If feventeen years paffed in 
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z&s of tendemefs during their union, and 
a longer period fpent in regret after death 
had divided them, cannot fix our opinion 
that Johnfon's fondnefs was not the efFedl 
of diflimulation, or the unfelt lefTon of a 
parrot, where fhall we fix bounds to fuf- 
picion, or place limits to the prefumption 
of man, in pafling fentence upon the feel- 
ings of his neighbour ? 

The following authentic and artlefs ac- 
count of his fituation after his wife*s death, 
was given to Mr. Bofwell, by Francis Bar- 
bar, his faithful negro-fervant, who was 
brought from Jamaica by Colonel Bathurft, 
father of his friend Dr. Bathurft, and 
came into his family about a fortnight 
after the difmal event. 

" He was in great afHidion : — Mifs Wil-^ • 
liams was then living in his houfe, which 
was in Gough-Square. He was bufy with 
his DiSionary; Mr. Shiels, and fome others 
of the gentlemen who had formerly writ- 
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ten for him, ufed to come about him. He 
had then little for himfelf ; but frequent- 
ly fent money to Mr. Shiels, when in dif- 
trefs. The friends who vifited him at that 
time, were chiefly Dr. Bathurft, and Mr, 
Diamond, an apothecary in Cork-Street, 
Burlington-Gardens, with whom he and 
Mifs Williams generally dined every Sun- 
day. There was a talk of his going to 
Ireland with him, which would proba- 
bly have happened had he lived. There 
were alfo Mr. Cave, X)r. Hakefworth, Mr, 
Ryland merchant on Tower-hill, Mrs* 
Maflers the poetefs, who lived with Mr. 
Cave, Mrs. Carter, and fometimes Mrs. 
Macaulay ; alfo Mrs. Gardiner, wife of a 
tallow-chandler in Snowhill, not in the 
learned w^y, but a worthy good woman ; 
Mr. (now) Sir Jofliua Reynolds, Mr. Mil- 
lar, Mr. Dodfley, Mr. Bouquet, Mr. Payne 
of Pater-nofter Row, bookfeller ; Mr. 
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»^trahan the printer ;. the Earl of Otrti^^ 
Lord Southwell, Mr. Garrick, &c." 

Johnfon feemi to have fought a remedy 
for this deprivation of domeftic focietyy 
in the cdrtipany of his acquaintance, the 
circle of which was now very exterifive. 
Among his more intimate compatiions at 
this time, are to be reck6ned. Dr. Ba* 
thurft, Dr. Hakefworth, Sir JodOtua Rey- 
nolds; and Bennet Langton, Efq. an<J 
Topham Beauclerck, Efq. eldeft fon of" 
Lord Sidney Beauclerck, young men of 
elegant manners, who conceived for himi 
the moft fincere veneration and efteem. 
Innumerable were the fcenes in' i^rhich 
he was amufed by them, who, though 
their opinions and mod?s of life were dif-' 
ferent, formed an agreeable attachment. 

Mr. Bofwiell has given the following ac- 
count of an adventure of Johnfon's, with 
his gay companions, which difplays the"* 
author of the Rambler in a new light,, and 
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lh0ws that his Condudb was flot always fo 
ibieiim as his efiays. . 

*VOiie night when Beauclerck and » 
Langtan had fiipped at a tavern in Lon- 
don, and fat till about three in tht morn-* 
ing, it came into their heads to go and 
knock up Johnfon, and fee i^ they could 
prevail on him to join them in a ramble* 
They rapped violently at the door of his 
chambers in the Temple, till, at laft, he 
appeared in his (hirt, with his little black 
wig on the top of his head, inftead of a 
night cap, and a poker in his hand; ima- 
gining, probably, that fome ruffians were 
coming to attack him. When he difcover- 
ed who they were,and was lold their errand, 
he fmiled, and with great good humour, 
agreed to their propofal. *' What ! is it 
you, ye dogs ! Til have a frifk with you." 
He was foon drefled; and they fallied forth 
together into Govent-Garden, where the 

green grocers and fruiterers were begin- 

G 



[ 98 ] , 

tiing to arrange their hampers juft come 
in from the country. Johnfon made fome 
attempts to help them ; but the honed 
gardeners ftared fo at his figure and man- 
ner, and odd interference, that he foon 
faw'his fervices were not rehfhed. They 
theijL repaired to one of the neighbouring 
taverns, and made a bowl of that liquor 
called Bijhopy which Johnfon had always 
liked ; while in joyous contempt of flee^p, 
from which he had been roufed, he re- 
peated the feftive lines. 

Short, O fhort then be thy feign. 
And give us to the world again ! 

'' They did not flay long, but walked 
down to the Thames, took a boat, and 
rowed to Billingfgate. Beauclerck arid John-* 
fon were fo well pleafed with their amufe- 
ment, that they refolved to perfevere in 
diflip^tion for the reft of the day; but 
Langton defer ted them, being engaged to 
breakfaft with fome young ladies." 
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' In the catalogue of Johnfori's vifitants^ 
given by his fervant, many are rio doubt 
omitted ; in particular, his humble friend 
Robert Levett,'an bbfcure pradifer in phy- 
lic amongft the lower pedple^ with whom 
he had beeii acquainted from the year 
I J 46. Such was his prediledion for him^ 
and fanciful eftimation of his moderate a- 
bilities, that he confulted him in all that 
related to his health, and ** made him fo 
neceflary to him, as hardly to be able to 
live without him." He now drew him 
into a clofer intimacy with him, and not 
lon^ after, gave him an apartment in his 
houfe ; of which he continued a conftant 
inmate during the remainder of his life* 
Hewaited uponhim>every morning through 
the whole courfe of his tedious breakfaft, 
and was feen generally n6 more by him 
till midnight. He was of a ftrange gro- 
tefque appearance ; ftiff and formal in his 
manner, and feldom faid a word while aiiy 
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company was prefent. He married, wbcn 
he was near fixty, a llreet-walker, who 
perfuaded him that (he was a woman of fa- 
mily and fortune. His character was ren- 
dered valuable by repeated proofs of ho- 
nefty, tendernefs, and gratitude to his be-^ 
nefadtor, as yr^il as by an unceafing dili- 
gence in his profeflion. His fingle failing 
was an occafional departure from fo- 
briety. 

In a fliort time after the Rambler ceafed. 
Dr. Hawkefworth projefted the *' Adven- 
turer," in connexion with Bonnel Thorn-^ 
ton, Dr. Bathurft and others. The firft 
number was publifhed, November 7* 1752, 
and the paper continued twice a-week, till 
March 9. 1754. Thornfcon^s afliftance i^;^ 
foon withdrawn, and he fet up a new paper, 
in conjundion with Colman, called the 
" Connoifleur." 

Johnfon was zealous for th« fuccefs of 
the ** Adventurer," which was at firft ra- 
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ther nM)re fuecefsful than tbe Rambler. Ht 
• engaged the affiftance of Dr. Warton,whof6 
admirable eflays are well known. A^ril 
lo, 1753, he began to write in it, marking 
his papers with the fignaturc T; all of 
which, except thofe which have alfo the fig- 
nature Mifargyrus (by Dr, Bathurft), are 
his. His price was two guineas for each 
paper* Of all thefe papers, he gave both 
the fame and the profit to X^r. Bathurft. 
Indeed, the latter wrote them while John- 
fon didated ; though he confidered it as 1 
point of honour not to own them. He 
even ufed to fay he did not ^wrltc them, on 
the pretext that he diSiattd them only ; al* 
lowing himfelf, by this cafuiftry,to be " ac- 
ceflary to the propagation of falfehood,** 
though his confcience had been hurt by 
even the appearance of impofition in writ- 
ing the Parliamentary Debates. Thii yeat 
he wrote for Mrs. Lennox, the DecTteation to 
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the Earl of Orrery^ of her *' Shakfpeare lU 
Juftrated," 2 vols. 1 2mo. 

The death of Mr. Cave, January: i o. 1 754, 
gave him an opportnity of fhewing his re- 
gard for his early patron, by writing his 
Life^ which was publiflied in the " Gen- 
tleman's Magazine" for February. This 
feems to have be^n the only new perr 
formance of that year, except his papers 
in the " Adventurer." In the end of July, 
he found leifure to make an excurfion to 
Oxford, for the purpofe of confultiiig the 
libraries there. '' He flayed," fays Mr. 
Wartor^, " about £ve weeks ; but he col- 
leded nothing in the libraries for l^s Dic^ 
iionary.'*^ 

As the DiBionary drew towards a conr 
xlufion, Chefterfield, who had previoufly 
treated Johnfon with unpardonable negled: 
(which was the real caufe of, the breach 
between them, and not the commonly re- 
ceived ftqry of Johnfon's being denied ad- 
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mittance while Gibber was with his lord- 
fliip), now as meanly courted a reconcilia- 
tion with him, in hopes of being immor- 
talized in a dedication. With this view, 
he wrote two efTays in ** The World*' in 
praife of the DiSlionary^ and, according to 
Sir John Hawkins, fent Sir Thomas Ro- 
binfon to him, for the fame purpofe. But 
' Johnfon, who had not renounced the con- 
neftion, but upon the juft grounds of con- 
tinued negled, was fenfible, that to liften 
to an accommodation, would be to ex- 
change dignity for a friendfliip trifling in 
its value, and precarious in its tenure. He 
therefore rejeded his advances, and fpurn- 
ed his proffered patronage, by the follow- 
ing letter, dated February 1755, which is, 
preferved here as a model of courtly fai:- 
cafm, and manly reprehenfion, couched in 
terms equally refpedful in their form, and 
cutting in their effenGe. It affords the 
^loblell leflbn to l?oth authors and pattons 

G iiij • 
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that ftands upon record m the annals of 
literary hiftory, . 

" I. have been lately informed by the 
proprietor of " The World/' that two 
papers in which my DiSitmary is recom- 
mended to the public, were written by 
your Lordfhip, To be fo diftinguilhed, is 
an honour, which, being very little accus- 
tomed to favours from the great» I know 
not well how to receive, or in what terms 
to acknowledge, 

''When, upon fome flight encourage- 
ment, I firft vifited your Lordfliip, I wa$ 
overpowered, like the reft of mankind, by 
your addrefs, and could not forbear to wifh 
that I might boaft myfelf Le vaitiquMr du 
vain^usur di la Urre^ that I might obtain 
that regard for which I faw the world con^ 
tending ; but I found my attendance fo 
little encouraged, that neitheir pride noc 
mbdefty would fui^fer me to contiBU« it. 
When I had once adcjrefled your Lordfliip 



iia public^ I had exhatrfted all the art of 
pleafing, which a retired and uncourtljr 
fcholar casi poieis. I had done all that I 
could; and no man is well pleafed to have 
his all ncgleded, be it ever fo littfe. 

" Seven years, my Loyd, have now psrffed 
fince I waited in your outward rooms, or 
•was repulfed from your door ; during which 
time, I have been pufhing on my work 
through difficulties, of which it is ufekfs 
to complain, and have brought it^ at laft, to 
the verge of publication, urithout one adi 
ofalfiftance, one word of encouragement, 
or one finile of favonar. Such treatment I 

did not expedl, for I never had a patron 

before, 

" The Shepherd in Virgil grew at laft 

^.cquainted with Love, and found him a 

native of the rocks* 
" Is not a patron, my Lord, one who 

looks with unconcern on amaiiftruggling 

for life in the water, and, when he has 
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reached ground, encumbers him with help ? 
The notice which you have been pleafed 
to take of my labours, had it been early, 
had been kind : but it has been delayed 
till I am indifferent, and cannot enjoy it ; 
till I am folitary, and cannot impart it ; till 
I arti known, and do not want it. I hope 
it is no very cynical afperity, not to con- 
fefs obligations where no benefit has been 
received, or to be unwilling that the public 
fhould confider me as owing that to .a pa- 
tron, which Providence has enabled me to 
do for myfelf. 

'' Having carried on my work thus far, 
with fo little obligation to any favourer of 
learning, I fhall not be difappointed though 
I ihould conclude it, if lefs be pqffible, 
with lefs; for I have been long wakened 
from that dream of hope, in which I once 
boafled myfelf with fo much exultation, — 
My Lord, your, &c/^ 
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Johnfon, however, acknowledged to Mr. 
Langton, that " he did once receive ten 
pounds from Lord Chefterfield ; but that, 
as that was fo inconfiderable a fum, he 
thought the mention of it could not pro- 
perly find place in a letter of the kind 
that this was." Chefterfield read the letter 
to Dodfley with an a.ir of indifference, 
•* fmiled at the feveral pafliages, and ob- 
ferved how well they were expreffed." He 
cxcufed his negle<9: of Johnfon, by faying, 
** that he had heard he had changed his 
lodgings, and. did not know where he 
lived ;'' and declared, ^' that he would have 
turned off the beft fervant he ever had, if 
he had known that he denied him to a 
man who would have been always more 
than welcome.". Of Chefterfield's general 
afl^bility a^d eafinefs of accefs, efpecially 
to literary men, the evidence is unques- 
tionable; but, from the charader wJiicH 
\it gave of johnfon, in his '' Letters to his 
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Son'* [Let. 112.], and the diflference in 
their manners, little union or friendfhip 
could be looked for between them. Cer- 
tain it is, however, that Johnfon remained 
under an obligation to Chefterfield, to the 
value of ten pounds. 

On the loth of February, previous to 
the publication of his DiSiionary^ the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford, in anticipation of the 
excellence of this work, at the folicitation 
of his friend Mr. Warton, unanimoxifly 
<;onferred upon him the degree of Mafter 
of Arts; which, it has been obferved, could 
ndt be obtained for him at an early period, 
but was now conlidered as an honour of 
<*onfiderable importance, in order to grace 
the title page of his DiSionary. 

At length, in May following, his 2)/5/V- 
ndry, with a Grammar .and Hiftory of the 
Englijb luanguage^ was publifHed in 2 vols, 
folio; and was received by the learned 
world, who had long wifhed for its appear^ 



£ 109 3 

^nce, with an ap{4aufe proportioiiable to 
the impatience which the pronufe of it 
had excited. Though we may believe 
him, in the declaration at the end of his' 
Preface^ that he ** difmifi^d it with frigid 
tranquillity, having little to fear or hope 
from cenfure or from praife f we cannot 
but fuppofe that he was pleafed " in the 
gloom of folitude ," with the honour it pro- 
cured him, both abroad and at home. The 
Earl of Corke and Orrery, being at Flo- 
rence, prefented it to the Acadcmia deUa 
Crufca, That academy fent Johnfon their 
Vocabularioy and the French Academy fent 
him their DiStionaire, by Mr. Langton. A$ 
though he had forefeen fome of the cir* 
cumftances which would attend this pu- 
blication, he obferves, " A few wild blun- 
ders and rifible abfurdities, from which 
no work of fuch multiplicity was ever free, 
may for a time fumifli Folly with laughs 
ter, and harden Ignorance into contempt ; 
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but ufeful Diligence will at laft prevail^ 
and there can never be wanting fome who 
diftinguifh defert." Among thofe who a- 
mufed themfelves and the public on this 
occafion, Mr. Wilkes, in an Eflay printed 
in the Public Advertifer, ridiculed the fol- 
lowing paflage in the Grammar. " H fel- 
dorni, perhaps never, begins any but the 
firft fyllable." The pofition is undoubt- 
edly expreffed with too much latitude; 
but Johnfon never altered the paflage. 
Dr. Kenrick's threatened attack, feve- 
ral years afier, in his Review of John- 
fon's Sbakfpeare, never faw the light. 
Campbell's ridicule of his flyle under the 
title of*' Lexiphanes," 1767,- and Callen- 
der's " Deformities of Dr. Johnfon," 1782, 
though laughable, from, the application of 
Johnfon's " words of large meaning'' to 
infignificant matters, are fcarcely worthy 
■of notice. His old pupil, Garrick, com- 
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plimented him on its coming out firft, in 
the following " Epigram," alluding to the 
ili-fuccefs of the Jbrtj members of the 
French Academy employed in fettling their 
language. 

Talk of war with a Briton, he'll boldly advance 
That one Englifh foldier will beat ten of France : 
Would we alter the boaft, from the fword to the pen. 
Our odds are ftill greater, ftill greater our men j 
In the deep mines of fcience, though Frenchmen 

may toil. 
Can their ftrength be compar'd to Locke, Newton, 

and Boyle : 
Let them rally their heroes, fend forth all their powers, 
Their verfe-men, and profe-men ; then match them 

with ours ; 
Firft Shakfpeare and Milton, like gods in the fight. 
Have put their whole drama and epic to flight ; 
In fatires, epiftles, and odes would they cope. 
Their numbers retreat before Dryden and Pope ; 
And Johnfon, well arm'd like a hero of yore, 
Has hc2it forty French, and will beat forty more ! 

In this year, he afforded his afliftance to 
Mr. Zechariah Willi'ams, father of the 
blind lady whom he had humanely receiv- 



«d under his roof , who had quitted his 
profeffion in hopes of obtaining the great 
parliamentary reward for the difcovcring 
of the longitude ; and benevolently wrote 
for him, " An account of an attanpt to 
afcertain the longitude at fea, by an exad 
theory of the variation of the magnetical 
needle ; with a table of the variations at 
the moft remarkable cities in Europe, 
from the year 1660, to i860, 4to, by Za- 
chariah Williams/* This pamphlet was 
publiflxed in Englifh and Italian, the tranf- 
lation being the work, as is fuppofed, of 
Mr. Baretti.. Mr. Williams failed of fuc- 
cefs, and died July 12* 1755^ in his 83d 
year. Johnfon placed this pamphlet in the 
Bodleian library, and for fear of any omif- 
lion or miftake, he entered, in the great 
catalogue, the title page of it, with his 
own hand. It appears from his correfpon- 
dence with Mr. Waxton, that he " intend- 
ed, in the winter 1755, to open a Biblio-' 
1 
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iheque, or Literary Journal, to be intituled, 
^be Annals of Literature^ Foreign as ivell as 
Domejfic, for which he had made fame pro- 
vifion of materials ; but the fcheme was 
dropped. 

Having fpent, during the ptogrefs of 
the work, the money for which he had 
contracted* to write his DiEthnary, he was 
ftill under the neceffity of exerting his ta- 
lents, '* in making provifion for the day 
that was palling over him.*' The fub- 
fcriptions taken in for his edition of Sbak- 
fpeare, and the profits of his mifcellaneous 
cfFays, were now his principal refoi^rce for 
fubfiftence ; and it appears from the fol- 
lowing letter to Richardfon, dated Gough- 
Square, March i6. 1756, that they were 
infufEcient to ward off the diftrefs of an 
arreft, on a particular emergency. 

" I am obliged to entreat your alSftance ; 

I am now under an arreft for five pounds 

eighteen Ihillings. Mr. Strahan, trom 

H 
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whom I fliould have received the neceflary 
help, in this cafe,' is not at home, and I am 
afraid of not finding Mr. Millar. If you 
could be fo good as to fend me this fum, 
I will very gratefully repay you, and add 
it to all former obligations." In the mar- 
gin of this letter, there is a memorandum^ 
in thefe words: — *' March i6. 1756. Sent 
fix guineas. Witnefs William Richard- 
fon." 

** For the honour of an admired writer," 
fays Mr. Murphy, ** it is to be regretted 
that we do not find a more liberal entry." 
This anecdote may appear to fupport the 
parfimony of the author, whofe hero gives 
moff profufely ; but fomething may ftill 
be faid in favour of Ricliardfon. All that 
Johnfon afked was a temporary fupply ; and 
that was granted. There was certainly 
no'oftentatious liberality; but a kind ac- 
tion feems to have been done, without de- 
lay, and without grudging. 
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In 1756, he publiOied an abridgment of 
his Di^ionary, in 2 vols, 8vo, and contri- 
buted to a publication called " The Uni- 
verlal Vifitor," for the affiflance of Smart, 
one of the ftated undertakers, with whofe 
unhappy- vacillation of mind he fincerely 
fympathized^ all the eflays marked with two 
njlerijks ; except the '* Life of Chaucer," 
** Reflexions on the ft ate of Portugal," 
aad " Eflay on Architecture," which want 
. all the charadteriftical marks of his com- 
pofition. " Further thoughts on Agricul- 
ture," being the fequel of a very inferior 
eflay on the fame fubjed," '' A Diflerta- 
tion on the State of Literature and Au- 
thors," and " A Diflertation on the Epi- 
taphs written by Pope," though not mark- 
ed in the fame manner, appear to be the 
production of Johnfon. The laft of thefe, 
indeed, he afterwards added to his iJ/er. 
. He engaged alfo to fuperiutend and con- 
tribute largely to another montlily publi- 

Hii 
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cation, imituled, " The Literary Maga-* 
zinc, or Univerfal Review ;'^ the firft num- 
ber of which came out on the 15th of 
May this year. He continued to write in 
it, with intermiflions, till the 15th nunir- 
ber. His original eflays are, " The Pre- 
liminary Addrefs," " An Introdudion to 
the Politicgtl State of Great Britain,** 
'' Remarks on the Militia Bill," ** Obfer- 
vations on his Britannic Majefly's Trea- 
ties with the Emprefs of Ruilia, and the 
Landgrave of Hefle Caflel," " Obfervations 
on the Prefent State of Afl&irs," and " Me- 
moirs of Frederick II. King of Pruffia,** 
His reviews of the works of others are^ 
'' Birch's Hiftory of the Royal Society,*' 
" Murphy's Gray's-Inn Journal," "War- 
ton's Eflay on the Genius and Writings 
of Pope, vol. I ft." " Hampton's Tranfla^ 
tion of Polybius," " Blackwell's Memoirs 
of the Court of Auguftus,".** Ruffel's Na- 
tural Hiftory of Aleppo," '' Sir Ifaac New- 
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ton's Arguments in proof of a Deity,'* 
'' Borlafe's Hiftory of the Ifles of SciUy,'' 
" Home's Experiments on Bleaching," 
^' Brown's Chriftian Morals," " Hales oft 
DiftiUing Sea-Water, &g." '* Lucas's Ef- 
lay on Waters," " Keith's Catalogue of 
the Scottifli Bifhops," " Browne's Hiftory 
of Jamaica," " Philofophical TranfadHons, 
vol. 49th," " Mrs. Lenox's Tranjlation of 
SuUfs Memoirs^'' '' Mifcellanies by Eliza- 
beth Harrifon," " Evans's' Map, and Ac- 
count of the Middle Colonies in America," 
** Letter on the Cafe of Admiral Byng^^ 
*^ Appeal to the People concerning Admiral 
Byngl^ " Hanways Eight Dafs yourney^ 
and Effay on Tea,'' " The Cadet, a Mili- 
tary Treatife," " Some further Particulars 
in relation to the Cafe of Admiral Byng, by a 
Gentleman of Oxfbrd,'' " The Conduft of 
the Miniftry relating to the prefent War, 
impartially examined/* and ** Je^yns^s Free 
Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Evil." 

Hiij 
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Mr. Davies, in his " Mifcellaneous and 
I^'ugitive Pieces," has afcribed to him the 
** Review of Burke's Inquiry into the 
Origin of bur Ideas of the Sublime," and 
Sir John* Hawkins has inferted it in his 
colled:ion of Johnfon's works ; but it was 
writte'n by Mr. Murphy. In his original 
eflkys, he difplays extenlive poUtical know- 
ledge, exprefTed with uncommon energy 
and perfpicuity. Some of his reviews are 
very (hort accounts of the pieces noticed ; 
but many of them are examples of elabo- 
rate criticifm, in the moft mafterly ftyle, 
particularly the review of Jenyns's " In- 
quiry into the Origin of Evil." la his der 
fence of Tea, againft Mr. Han way -s violent 
attack upon that popular beverage, he de- 
fcribes himfelf as '' a hardened and fliame- 
lefs tea-drinker, who has for many years 
diluted his meals with only the itifufioQ 
' of this facinating plant ; whofe kettle has 
fcarcely time to cool; who with tea a:^ 
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inufes the evening, with tea folaces the 
midnight, and with tea welcomes the 
morning," te veniente die^ te decedente. Mr. 
Hanway wrote an angry anfwer to John- 
fon's review of his " Effay;'' and Johnfoii, 
after a full and deliberate paufe, made a 
reply to it ; the only inftance in the 
whole courfe of his life, 'when he conde- 
fcended to oppofe any thing that was writ- 
ten againft him. Of the good Mr. Han- 
way he faid, ** He is a man whofe fail- 
ings may be well pardoned for his vir- 
tues." 

The fame year he gave an edition of 
Sir Thomas Browne's " Chriftian Morals," 
with his Life prefixed to it, which is one 
of his befl biographical performances. He 
wrote alfo a Dedication and Preface to the 
Earl of Rochford, to Payne^s '' Eflay on the 
Game of Draughts," and accepted of a 
guinea from Dodfley, for writing the /;/- 
trodu&ion to " The London Chronicle ;" 
« H iiij 



and even in fo flight a performance ex^ 
hibited peculiar talents. At the fame time 
he ifTued Prepofals of confiderable length 
for his^ edition of Sbakfpearc, with Notes ; 
and his fancied atftivity was fuch, that ha 
promifed his work fliould be publifhed 
before Chriftma? 1 757, though it was nine 
years before it faw the light. 

About this period, he was offered by Mr, 
Langton, the father of his much valued 
friend, a living qf confiderable value in 
Lincolnfhire, if he would accept it and 
take orders ; '* but he chofe not to put off 
his lay habit,'' This year the Ivy-Lane 
club was diflblyed, by the difperfion of 
the ftiembers. 

In 1757, it does not appear that he 
publifhed any thing, except fome of thofe 
eflays in the *' Literary Magazine," which 
have been mentioned. That magazine, 
after he ceafed to write in it, graiually , 
declined J and in July 1758, it expxrfd. 
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He di<aated, this year, a " Speech on the 
Subjed of an Addrefs to the Throne/* 
after the expedition to Rochefort, which 
was deUvered by one of his friends in a 
pubUc meeting. It is printed ii^ the " Gei>^ 
tleman's Magazine" for Odober 1785. 

On the 15th of April 1758, he began 
The Idler ^ which cs^vat out every Saturday, 
in a weekly newfpaper called the ** Uni-» 
verfal Chronicle," publifhed by Newbery, 
and was continued till April 5th 1760. 
Of 103, the total number of eflays, twelve 
were contributed by his friends ; of which 
Nos. 33, 93. and 96, were written by Mr. 
Warton, No. 67 by Mr. Langton, and 
Nosl 76, 79, and 82, by Sir Jofliua Rey- 
nolds; the concluding words of No. 82, 
" and pollute his canvafs with deformity," 
being added by Johnfon. The Idler is e- 
vidently the work of the fame mind which 
produced the Rambler, but has lefs body 
^4 i^ore fpirit, |t has more variety of 
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teal life, and greater facility of language. 
Yet Nos. 14, 24, 41, 43, 51, 52, 58, and 
89, {how as much profundity of thought^ 
and labour of language, as any of his wri- 
tings. To T!be Idler ^ when coUeded in 
volumes, he added (befide the mfay on jE- 
pitapbs^ and the Differtation on thofe of 
Pope), an £ffay on the Bravery of the Eng* 
lyh common Soldiers. 

.In January 1759, his mother died, at 
the age of ninety ; an event which deep- 
ly afFeded him. He regretted his not ha- 
ving gone to vifit her for feveral years 
previous to her death ; but he had long 
contributed liberally to her fupport. 

Soon after this event, he wrote his Raf- 
felas^ Prince of Ahyjftnia, that, with the pro- 
fits, he might defray the expence of his 
mother's funeral, and pay feme little debts 
which fhe had left. He told' Sir Jofliua 
Reynolds, that he compofed it in the even- 
ings of one week, fent it to the prefs in 
5 
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j^ortions as it was written, and had never 
iince read it over. He received for the 
xropy lOoL and 25L when it came to a 
iecond edition. The applaufe given to the 
iiiftory of Rajehs, has been fuch, as mud 
fatisfy an author the moft avaricious of 
fame, It has been tranflated into various 
modern languages, and received the ad- 
miration of Europe. 

During ail this year, he carried on his 
Idler, and was proceeding, though flowly, 
in his edition of Shakfpeare. He, however, 
found time to tranflate for Mrs. Lenox's 
Englifh verfion of Brumoy's ** Greek 
Theatre," '' A Differtation on the Greek 
,Comedy," and the general ** conclufion" 
of the book. On the controverfy arifing 
concerning the eliptical or circular form 
pf arches for Blackfriar's bridge, Johnfon 
engaged in it, on behalf of his friend Mr. 
jGwyn^and wrote three Jetters An the ** Ga- 
zetteer/' in oppofition to the eliptical fide 
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of the queftion ; but without any illiberatl 
antipathy to Mr, Mylne, with whom he 
afterwards lived upon very agreeable^ term* 
of acquaintance. 

While he was employed in writing The 
Jdlefy he quitted his Jioufe in Gough- 
Square, and retired to GrayVInnj and 
foon after Mifs Williams went to lodgings. 
This year he removed to chatnbers in the 
Inner-Temple Lane, ** where he lived," 
fays Mr. Murphy, ** in poverty, total idle- 
nefs, and the pride of literature, Magni 
Jlat nomznis umbra. Mr. Fitzherbet (the 
father of Lord St. Helens), ufed to fay, 
that he paid a morning vifit to Johnfon, 
intending from his chambers to fend a 
letter into the city ; but, to his great fur- 
prife, he found an author by profeflion, 
without pen, ink, or paper." 

His black fervant Francis Barber having 
left him, and entered on board a man of 
war, '* he was hiunble enough to defirj^ * 
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the afliftance'' of Smollet in procuring 
his releafe. Siyiollet made intereft through 
Mr. Wilkes ; and he was difcharged with- 
out any wifh of his own, in the latter end 
of 1759, and returned to his mailer's fer- 
vice. 

In 1760, he wrote the " Addrefs of the 
Painters to George III. on his acceflion ;'* 
an " Introdui^ion" to the proceedings of 
the Committee for Clothing the French 
I^ifoners ; the ** Dedication" for Mr. Ba- 
retti, of his " Italian andEnglifli Diction- 
ary," to the Marquis of Abreu, the Spa- 
nifh ambaflador ; and an Account of Mr. 
Tytlers Vindication of Mary ^een of Scots^ 
in the Gentleman's Magazine for O^lober. 

This year Mri Murphy having thought 
himfclf ill treated by Dr. Franklin, in his 
" Diflertation on Tragedy," publiflied an 
indignant vindication in " A Poetical E- 
piflle to Samuel Johnfon, A. M." in which 
he complimented Johnfon in a juft and 
5 
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elegant manner. This epiftle has beeit 
reprinted, with confiderable alterations and 
additions, in the colledion of his works, 
in 7 vols, 8vo, 1786. As an ingenious^ 
an elegant, and moral writer, Mr. Murphy 
is entitled to rank in a fuperior clafs. In. 
colle(9:ing his works, it is to be regretted 
that he fliould have taken fo much pains 
to refcue from oblivion this epiftle, writ- 
ten during the violence of literary diflen- 
tion, and which bears evident marks of 
an exafperated mind. The expulfion of 
the refpedable names of Dr. Warton and 
Mr, Mafon from their former places, can- 
not eafily be defended upon any other 
ground than caprice, or perfonal diflike. 
- An acquaintance firft commenced be- 
tween Johnfori and Mr. Murphy in the 
following manner : During the publica- 
tion of his " Gray's-Inn Journal," Mr. 
Murphy happened to be in the country 
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tnth Foote, and having mentioned that 
he was obliged to go to London to get 
ready for the prefs one of the numbers, 
Foote faid to him, " You need not go on 
that account : Here is a French magazine, 
in which you will find a very pretty orien- , 
tal tale ; tranflate that, and fend it to your 
printer." Mr. Murphy having read the 
tale, was highly pleafed with it, and fol- 
lowed. Footers advice. When he return- 
ed to town, this tale was pointed out to 
him in the Rambler, from whence it had 
beeji tranflated into the French Magazine. 
Mr. Murphy then waited upon Johnfon, 
to explain this curious incident ; and a 
friendfhip was formed, that contin\ied 
without interruption till the death of 
Johnfon. 

In 1 761, he wrote for the bookfeliers 
the " Preface" to Rolt's Didlionary of 
Trade and Commerce ; which difplays a 
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clear and comprehenfive knowledge of* the 
fubjed, though he ** never (as he faid) 
faw the man, and never read the book/* 
He alfo corrected a pamphlet written by 
Mr. Gwyn, intituled, " Thoughts on the 
Coronation of George III.," and wrote 
for Mr. Newbery the IntroduBion to a Col- 
lection of Voyages and Travels publifhed 
by him, under the title of " The World 
Difplayed," which contains, in a pleafing 
ftyle, the hiftory of navigation, and the 
difcovery of America and the lilands of 
the Weft Indies. 

In 1762, he wrote for Dr. Kennedy, in 
a ftrain of very courtly elegance, A Dedi-^ 
cation to the King, of his '* Complete Syf- 
tem of Aftronomical Chronology,*' " De- 
dication" for Mrs. Lenox, to the Earl of 
Middlefex, of her '' Female Quixotte,'* 
and the '* Preface" to the " Catalogue 
of the Artift's Exhibition." 
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In this year. Fortune, who had liitherto 
left him to flruggle with the ineonveni- 
ehces of a precairious^ fubfiftetice, arifing 
ehtirely from his ovfn labours, gave him 
that independence which his talents and 
Virtues long before ought to have obtained 
for him. In the month of July he was 
graced with a penlion of 300!. per annum ^ 
by the King^ as a recompence for the ho- 
nour N^hich the excellence of his writings, 
and the benefit which their moral ten- 
dency had been of to thefe kingdoms. He 
obtained it by the interference of Lord 
Bute, then firft Lord Commiffioner of the 
Treafury, upon the fuggeftion of Mr. Wed- 
derburn, now Lord Loughborough, at the 
inftance of Mr. Sheridan and Mr* Murphy. 
For this independence he paid the ufual 
tax. Envy and refentment foon made hiiii 
the mark to Ihoot their arrows at. Some 
appeared to think themfelves more entitled 
to royal favour, and others recolledled his 
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political opinions, and fentiments of the 
reigning family. By fome he was cenfur- 
ed as an apoftate, and by others ridiculed 
for becoming a penfioner. The " North 
Briton*' fuppKcd himfelf with arguments 
againft the Minifter for rewarding a Tory 
and i Jacobite, and Churchill^ faterized his 
political verfatility with the moll poignant 
feverity. 

How to all prmciples untrue, 
Not fix*d to old friends, nor to new ; 
He damns the penfion which he takes. 
And loves the Stuart he for fakes. 

By this acceptance of the King's boun- 
ty, he had undoubtedly fubjeded. himfelf 
to the appellation of a penfioner, to which 
he had annexed an ignonxinious definition 
in his DiSionary. He had received a fa- 
vour from two Scotchmen, againft whofe 
country he had joined in the rabble cry of 
indifcriminating invedtive. It was thus 
that even-handed Juftice commended the 
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poifoncd chalice to his own lips, and com- 
pelled him to an awkward, though not xm-^ 
pleaiknt penance, for indulging in a fple- 
netic prejudice, equally unworthy of his 
linderflanding and his heart. 

The afiair itfelf was equally honourable 
to the giver and the receiver. The oflfer 
was clogged with no ftipulations for party 
fefvices, and accepted under no implied 
idea of being recompenfed by political 
writings. It was perfedly undeifftood by 
all parties, that the penfion was merely ho-* 
nowry. It is true that Johnfon did after- 
Vards Write political pamphlets in favour 
of adminiftration ; but it was at a period 
long fubfequent to the grant of his pen* 
fion, and in fupport of a minifter to whom 
he owed no perfonal obligation. It was 
for the eftablifhment of opinions, which, 
however unconftitutional, he had Uniform- 
ly held, and publicly avowed, 

. I ij 
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In 1763, he fumifhed to " The Poetical 
Calendar/^ publifhed by Fawkes.and Woty^ 
a Cbaraacr of Collins, which he afterwards 
engrafted into his entire Ufe of Collins. He 
alfo favoured Mr. Hoole with the Dedi- 
cation of his tranflation of .Taflb to the 
Queen- 

This year Mr. Bofwell was introduced 
to Johnfon, by Mr. Davies the bookfeller, 
and continued to Uve in the greateil inti- 
macy with him from that time till his 
death. 

Churchill, in his " Ghoft/' availed him- 
felf of the common opinion of Johnfbn'ar 
credulity, and drew a caricature of Mrft, 
under the name of Pompofo; reprefenting 
him as one of the believers of the ftory oT 
aghoft in Cock-Lane, which, in 1762, had 
gained very general credit m London* 
Johnfon made no reply ; * * for with other 
wife folks he fat up with the ghoft.'*. Po- 
fterity mull be allowed to fmile at the ere- 
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dulity of that period. Contrary, however, 
to the common opinion of Johnfon's cre- 
dulity, Mr. Bofweli aflerts that he was a 
principal agent in dete6ting the impoflurc", 
and undeceived the world, by publilhing 
an account of it in the " Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine'* for January 1762- Yet, by the 
•circumftances of the examination, he feems 
to have gone with almoft a wiUingnefs to 
believe, and a mind fcarcely in fufpenfe. 
He would have been glad to fee a traveller 
from that undifcovered country, over which, 
like the reft of mankind, he faw nothing 
' but clouds and darknefs. 

In one of the converfations at the Mitre 
Tavern this year, Mr- Bofweli i^elates the 
following inftance of Johnfon's profound 
and liberal way of thinking, on a very nice 
conftitutional point, which may^ in fome 
meafure, render people cautious of pro- 
jvouncing decisively on his political crped, 



/ 
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" Goldfinitli difputed very warmly with 
Johnfon, againft the well known maxim 
of the Britifh conftitution, " The king can 
do no wrong/' af&rming, that -what was 
morally falfe, could not be politically true ; 
and as the king might, in the exercife of 
his regal power, command, And caufe the 
doing of what was wrong, it certainly might 
be faid, in fenfe and in i;eafon, that he 
couild do wrong/* John/on. ** Sir, you arc 
to confider, that in our conftitution, ac- 
cording to its true principles, the king is 
the head, he is fupreme, he is above every 
thing, and there is no power by which he 
can be tried. Therefore it is, Sir, that we 
hold the king can do no wrong; that what- 
ever may happen to be wrong in govern- 
ment may not be above our reach, by be- 
ing afcribed to majefty, Redrefs is always 
to be had againft oppreflion, 'by punifh- 
ing the immediate agents. The -king, 
though he fhould command, cannot force 
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a judge to condemn a man imjuftly ; there* 
fore it is the judge whom we profecute and 
puniih. Political inftitutions are formed 
on the coniideration of what will moft fire* 
quently tend to the good of the whole, al* 
though now and then exceptions may oc^ 
cur. Thus, it is better that a nation fhould 
have a fupreme legiilative power, although 
it may at times be abufed. And then. Sir, 
there is this confideration, that, if theabufc 
he enormous J nature will rife up^ and claiming 
her original right ^ overturn a corrupt political 

fypmr 

" This generous fentiment,*^ Mr. Bof- 
well adds, " which he uttered with great 
fervour, ftruck me exceedmgly, and ftir- 
red my blood to that pitch of fancied re- 
fiftance, the poffibility of which I am glad 
to keep in mind, but to which, I truft, I 
j(hall never be forced." 

In this year, he alfo wrote the " Life of 
Afcham,*' and the " Dedication to the Earl 

I }X\ 
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of Shaft fbury/* prefixed to the editiaiuef 
his Englifli works, publifhed by Mr. Ben-t 
wet. . 

To enlarge his circle; and to find oppor- 
tunities for converfation, Johnfon once 
piore had recourfe to a club. In February 
1764, was 'founded that club, which after- 
wards became diftinguifhed by the title of 
the Literary Club* Sir Jofhua Reynolds 
was the firfl: propofer, to which Johnfon 
acceded ; and the original members were, 
befide Ijimfelf, Sir Jofhua Reynolds, IV^r. 
Burke, Dr. Nugent, Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. 
Langton, Mr, Chamier, Sir John Hawkins, 
and Goldfmith. They met at the Turk's 
Head, in Gerard Street, Soho, on every 
Monday evening through the year. 

He wrote this year * ^ A Review " of Grain- 
ger's " Sugar Cape," in the *' London Chro- 
nicle," in conjundion with Dr. Percy j and 
ftn account; of Goldfmjth'is '\ Traveller," in 
|h(? " CIritical Review." 
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Abaut this tirpe, l^e was afHidled with a 
fevere return of jthe hypochondriac difor-^ 
der, which was ever lujrking about him. 
He was fa ill as ta be entirely averfe to 
fociety, the moft fatal fymp.tom of that 
malady. 

The fuccejeding year, 1765, was remark- 
able for the commencement of his ac- 
qu^ntance with Henry Thrale^ Efq- one 
of the moll eminent brewers in England, 
and member of parliament fox Southwark. 
Mr. Murphy, who was intin>,ate with Mr. 
Thrale, having fpoken very highly of Jphn-^ 
fon's converfation, he was requefted to make 
them acquainted. This being mentioned 
to Johnfon, he accepted an invitation to 
dinner at Mr. Thrale's, and was fo much 
pleafed with his reception, both by Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale, and they fa much ple^f- 
e4 with him, that his invitations to. th,eir 
houfe were more and more frequent ; till 
^t laft, in 1776, he became oae of tixe fa^ 
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mily ; and an apartment was appropriated 
to him, both in their houfe in Southwark, 
and in their villa at Streatham. 

Nothing could be more fortunate for 
Johnfon thai> this counedion. He had at 
Blr. Thrale's all the comforts, and even the 
luxuries of life; his melancholy was divert- 
ed, and his irregular habits leflened, by. af- 
fociation with an agreeable and well-order- 
ed family. He was treated with the utmoft 
refped, and even affedion, Johnfon had a 
very fincere efteem for Mr. Thrale, as a 
man of excellent principles, a good fcholar, 
well-fldlled in trade,.of a found underftand- 
ing, and of manners fuch as prefented the 
charader of a plain independent Englifli 
Tquire. He underilood and valued John- 
fon, without remiffion, from their firft ac- 
quaintance to the day of his death. Of 
Mrs. Thrale, now Mrs- Piozzi, a lady of 
lively parts, improved by education, " lefs 
cannot be faid,'* lays Mr. Tyers, " than 
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that in one of the latter opinions of John- 
fon :'* " If flie was not the wifeft woman 
in the world, fhe was londoubtedly one of 
the wittieft.*'' She took fuch care of him, 
during an illnefs of fome continuance, that 
Goldfmith told her, '* he owed his life to 
her attention.'* " To a natural vivacity in 
conterfation, (he had reading enough^ and 
the gods had made her poetical." The vi- 
vacity of Mrs. Thrale's literary talk rouzed 
Turn to cheerfulnefs and attentipn, even 
when they were alone. But this was not 
often the cafe ; for he found here a conflant 
fucceffion of what gave him the higheft en- 
joyment. The fociety of the leariled, the; 
witty, and the eminent in every way, who 
were aflembled in numerous companies, 
called forth his wonderful powers, and gra- 
tified him with admiration, to which no 
man could be infenfible. 

There is fomething in the condud of this 
worthy poileflbr of wealthy which the mind 
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loves to coatemplal;e, NczX to the pofTeC. 
iioji of great powers, the moft enviable qua- 
lities, are a capacity to difcover, and an in- 
clination to honour them. To the credit 
of Thrale, let it be recorded, that the pa- 
tron of literature and talents, of which 
Johnfon fought in vain for the traces in 
Chefterfield, he found idealized in Thrale, 

In July of this year, he was coinplipa^it- 
ed by the Univerfity of Dublin with the 
degree of Dodor of Laws, as the Dipkm^ 
exprefles it, ob egregiamfcriptonm ekganUam 
et utiliiatem, though he does not appear tQ 
have taken the title in confequence of it. 
In Odober, he at length gave to the world 
his edition of Ti^c Flays of William Sbakfpar^^ -, 
with the CorrcSions and lllufirations ofvari^ 
Qli^ Commentators ; to which are added^ Notes 
by Sam. Johnfon^ 8vo ; which, as far as it 
fell fhort of affording that ample fatisfac* 
tion which was expeded from it, may be 
g;ii:rib^ to his not haviptg " re^4 thf books 
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which the author read, traced his know-* 
ledge to the fourc6, add , compared his co-* 
pies with their originals ;" a promife hfe 
gav^, but was not able to perform. Sir 
John Hawkins thinks it a meagre work ; ha 
(ioniplains of the paucity of the notes, of 
Johnfon^s want of induftry , and indeed un- 
fittiefc for the ofRce of a Scholiaft. It was 
treated with gfeat illiberality by Dr. Ken* 
rick, in the ftrft part of a " Review'' of it, 
which was never completed. It is tp be ad- 
mitted, that he has neither fo fully reform- 
ed the text, by accurate collations of thd 
firft editions, nor' fo fairly illuftrated his au-» 
thor, in his notes, by quotations from the 
" writers who lived at the fame time, im*' 
mediately preceded, or immediately follow- 
ed himj** as 1ms been done by other able 
and ingenious critics, who have followed 
him; Mr. Steevens, Mr. Capel, Mr. Ma- 
lone, Mr. Reed, &c. whofe labours have 
left little to add to the coiximentarics tm. 
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Shakfpeare. But what he did as a com- 
mentator, has no fmall fliare of merit/ 
though^ his refearches were not fo ample, 
and his inveftigations fo acute as they might 
have been. He has enriched his edition 
with a concife account of each play, and of 
its charaderiilic excellence. In the faga-. 
city of his emendatory criticifms, and the 
happinefs of his interpretations of obfcure 
paflages, he furpafles every editor of this 
poet. Mr. Malone confefles, " that John- 
fon's vigorous and <:omprehenfive under- 
{landing threw mor^ light on his author, 
than all his predeceflbrs had done." His 
Preface has been pronounced by Mr. Ma- 
lone, to be the fineft compofition in our 
language ; and having regard to its fub- 
je<a and extent, it certainly would be diffi- 
cult to name one^poflefling a fuperibr claim 
to fuch fuperlative praife. Whether we 
confider the beauty and vigour of its com- 
pofition, the abundance aijd claflical felec- 
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tion of its allufions, the juftne6 of the ge- 
neral precepts of criticifm, and its accurate 
eflimate of the excellencies or defeds of his 
author, it is equally admirable. He feems 
to raife his talents upon a level with thofe 
of his poet, upon whofe works he fits as a 
critical judge, to rival, by the luftre of his 
praifes, the fplendour of the original, and to 
follow this eagle of Britifli poetry throu^ 
all his gyres, with as keen an eye, and upon 
as llrong a wing. ^ The Preface to his DiSitH 
nary^ corredk as it is, muft yield the palm of 
excellence to that pr^fij^ed to his Shak^ 
Ipeare ; but it yields it only becaufe the 
fubje£): was lefs favourable to the full difplay 
of his powers. 

In 1766, he removed from the Inner- 
Temple Lane, to a g^od houfe in Johnfon^s 
Court, Fleet Street, in which he accommo- 
dated Mifs Williams with an apartment on 
the ground floor, while Mr. Levett occupied 
his poll in the garret. 
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This year he only ^rote the DidicatUn to 
the King, of Gwyn's ** Loiidoli and Weft- 
minftet Improved,*- knd furniflied the Pre- 
face, and the following pieces fot Mifs Wil- 
liams's ** Mifcellanies iii Profe and Verfe " 
4to : fbe Jlnty " To Mifs ^ , on her giv- 
ing the Author a Gold and Silk Net- 
work Purfe of her own weaving ;'' " The 
Happy Life;" OHthe Dtath of Stephen Gray^ 
tht'-Eltmktm^ and ** The Fountains,"' a 
Fairy Tale^ in Profe. The firft fketch of 
the poem on Suphen Grny^ Was written by 
Mifs Williams, biit Johnfon told Mh Bof- 
well, ** that he wrote it all over again, ex- 
cept two lines." This publication was en- 
couraged by a genteel fubfcription. 

In 1767, he only wrote the Dedication to 
the King, for Mr. Adams's " Tr6atife on the 
Globes." In February, he Wa? honoured 
by a private eonverfation v/ith the king, in 
the library at Buckingham Houfe, ** which 
gratified his monarchic enthufiafm." The 
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inteirview was fought by the king without 
the knowledge of Johnfon. His majefly, 
among other things, aiked the atithor of lb 
many valuable works, if he intended to 
publifh any more ? Johiifon niodeftly an- 
fwered, that he thought he had written e- 
liough. " Arid fo fhould I too," replied 
the king, " if you had not written fo welL" 
Johnfon was highly pleafed with his majef- 
ty's couiteoufneis } and afterwards obferved 
to Mr. Langton, " Sir^ his manners are 
thofe of as fine a gentleman as we may 
fuppofe Lewis XIV. or Charles II.'* 

Johnfon had now arrived at that emi- 
nence which is the prize that cultivated ge- 
nius always ftruggles fofj and but feldorn 
obtains. His fortune, though not great, 
vrsis adequate to his wants, and of moft ho- 
nourable acquifitionj for it was derived 
from the produce of his labours, and the 
rewards which his country had bellowed 

upon merit* He received during life that 

K 
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unqualiffcd applaufe from the world, whicfc 
:i§ in general paid only to departed excel- 
lence, and he beheld his fame feated firmly^ 
in the public mind, without the danger of 
its being fhaken by obloquy, or the hazard 
of- its being fhared by a rival. He could 
number among his friends the greateft and 
moll improved talents of the country. His^ 
company was courted by wealth, dignity^, 
and beauty. His many peculiarities were 
overlooked, or forgotten in the admiration 
of his^ underftanding; while his virtues were 
regarded with veneration, and his opinions 
adopted with fubmiflion. Of the ufual in- 
fenfibility of mankind to living merits 
Johnfbn, at leaft, had no reafon to com- 
plain. 

In 1 768, nothing of his writing was giv- 
en to the public, except the Prologue to hi& 
friend Goldfmith's comedy of the " Good 
Natured Man." 
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In 1769, he was altogether quiefceiit as 
an author. On the cilablifhment of the 
Royal Academy this year, he accepted the 
title of Profeflor of Ancient Literature. 

In 1770, he publiljied a political pam- 
phlet, intituled iTifr^ Falfi Alarm, 8vo.; in- 
tended to juftify the condu6l of miniftry, 
and their majority in the Houfeof Commons, 
for having virtually affumed it as an axiom, 
that the expulfion of a member of parlia- 
ment was equivalent to exclufion, and their 
having declared Colonql Luttrel to be du- 
ly eleded for the county of Middlefex, not- 
withftanding Mr; Wilkes had a great ma- 
jority of votes. This being very juftly con- 
fidered as a grofs violation of the right of 
election, an alarm: for the conftitution ex- 
tended itfelf all over the kingdom. To 
prove this alarm to be falfe, was the pur- 
pofe of Johnfon's pamphlet ; but his argu- 
ments and eloquence failed of effed, and 

the Houfe of Cbmmons ha§ fince erafed the 

Kij 
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offenfive refolution from the journals, 'thi^ 
papphlet has great merit in point of lan- 
guage ; but it contains much grofs mifre- 
prefentation, and much malignity, and a- 
bounds with fuch arbitrary principles, as 
are totally inconfillent with a free confti^ 
tution. 

The next year, 1771, he defended thie 
meafures adopted by the miniftry, in the 
difpute with the court of Spain, in a pam- 
phlet, intituled Thoughts on the late "Tranfac^ 
tions refpe£ling Falkland's IJland^ 8vo. On 
the fubjed of Falkland's Iflands, fpots 
** thrown afide from human ufe, barren in 
fummer, and ftormy in winter," he ap^ 
pears to have followed the diredlion, and 
adopted* the opinions which a pufillani- 
mous adminiftration wiflied to inculcate. 
They were certainly erroneous in a politi- 
cal view ; and if they were his own, fho\?t, 
that on fuch /ubjeds he was incapable of 
forming a juft opinion. His defcription of 
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'die miferies of war, in this pamphlet, is a 
fine piece of eloquence ; and his charadler 
of Junius is executed with all the force of 
his genius, and with the higheft care. 

When Johnfon Ihone in the plenitude 
of his politLcial glory, from the celebrity of 
tiis minifterial pamphlets, an attempt was 
Ii^ade to bring him into the Houfe of Com- 
mons, by Mj. Strahan, the*king's printer, 
whcr was himfelf in parliament, and wrote 
to the fecretary of the treafury upon the 
fubje£t ; but the application was unfuccelT- 
ful. Whether there were any particular 
xeafons for the refufal, has not tranfpired, 
Tlbat Johnfoi;! very much wifhed to " try 
his haijd" in the fenate, he has himfelf de- 
clared j but that he would h?ive fucceed- 
ed as a parliamentary fpeaker,, is at leaft 
doubtful. Few have diftinguifhed them- 
felves as orators, who have no.t begun thp 
pradice of fpeaking in public early in life ; 
,?iiid it may be doubted whether the habits 

K iij 
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of regular and correS compofition are not 
unfavourable to that quick unpremeditated 
elocution^ which is fo much admired, and 
fo ufeful in animated debate. This at leaft 
is certain, that of the many perfons emi- 
nent for literary abilities, who have had 
feats in parliament, none have gained a re- 
putation for eloquence commenfurate with 
their talents and information ; and of John- 
fon, in particular, it is reported upon the 
authority of Sir William Scott, that he had 
leveral times tried to fpeak in the Society 
of Arts, &c. but " had found that he could 
not get on." It was obferved by the late 
Henry Flood, Efq. who was himfelf an emi- 
nent orator, that ^* Johnfon having been 
long ufed to fententious brevity, and the 
fhort flights of converfation, might have 
failed in that continued and expanded kind 
of argument, which is requifite in ftating 
complicated matters in public fpeaking/' 
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In 1772, he produced no literary per- 
formance. His only publication in 1773, 
was a new edition of his DiSlionary^ with 
additions and corrections. In the autumn 
of 1773, he gratified a " wifli which he had 
fo long entertained, that he fcarcely re- 
membered how it was formed, of vifiting 
the Hebrides, or Weftem Iflands of Scot- 
land." He was accompanied by Mr. Bof- 
well, " whofe acutenefs," he afterwards ob- 
ferved, " would help his inquiry, and whofe 
gaiety of converfation, and civility of man- 
ners, were fufRcient to counterad the in- 
convenienciesof travel in countries lefs hof- 
pitable than thofe they were to pafs." 

His flay in Scotland was from the 1 8th 
of Augufl, till the 22d of November, when 
he fet out on his return to London. His 
various adventures, and the force and viva- 
~ city of his mind, as exercifed during his 
tour, have been defcribed by Mr. Bofwell, 
in his " Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides/' 
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8vo, 1786, in a ftyle that fhpws he poffeffed, 
in an eminent degree, the (kill to give con-r 
nedion to mifcellaneous matter, ^nd viva- 
city to the whole of his narrative. 

At the approach of the general eiedion, 
in 1774, he publifhed a fhort poU^ical pam- 
phlet, intituled, I'he Patriot ; a^drejfed to 
the EleBors of Grcdt Britain, 8vo, not with 
any vilible application to Mr, Wilkes, but 
to teach the people to rejed the leaders of 
, oppofition, who called themfelves patriots. 
It was called for, he tells us, by his politic 
cal friends, on Friday, and was written on 
Saturday- 

The firft effort of his pen, in 1775, was 
** Propofals for publifhing by fubfcription, 
the works of Mrs. Ch&rlotte Lennox, in 5 
vols. 4to." which was foon fupceeded by a 
pamphlet, intituled, Taxation no Tyranny^ 
An Anfwer to the Refoltftions and Addrefs of 
the American Congrefs^ 8vq. The fcope of 
the argument was, that diftant colo^iiesi 
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which had in their aflemblies a legiflaturc 
Qf their own, were, notwithftanding, liable 
to be taxed in a Britifli Parliament, where 
they had neither peers in one houfe, nor re- 
prefentativps in the other. The principle 
has been long abandoned; but Johnfon 
vas of opinion, that this country was ftrong 
enough to enforce obedience; **'When," 
f^ys he "an Englifhman is told that the 
Americans fhoot up like ^ hydra, he natur-^ 
ally confiders how the hydra was deftroy- 
ed." The event has fliown how much he 
yifBs miftaken, This pamphlet was writ- 
ten at the defire of the jniniftry, and in 
fpme places correded by them. It con- 
tained the fame pofitive aflertions, farcafti- 
cal feverity, extravaigant ridicule, and arbi- 
trary principles, with his former political 
pieces, and the grofleft and moll virulent 
^bufe of the Americans, 

Thefe pamphlets were publiflied on his 
pwn account, and were afterwards cdlled- 
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Shakfpeare. But what he did as a com- 
mentator, has no fmall fhare of merit/ 
though^ his refearches were not fo ample, 
and his inveftigations fo acute as they might 
have been. He has enriched his edition 
with a concife account of each play, and of 
its charaderiilic excellence. In the faga^. 
city of his emendatory criticifms, and the 
happinefs of his interpretations of obfcure 
pa0ages, he furpafles every editor of this 
poet. Mr. Malone confeffes, " that John- 
ion's vigorous and <:omprehenfive under- 
ftanding threw mor^ light on his author, 
than all his predeceffors had done." His 
Preface has been pronounced by Mr. Ma- 
lone, to be the fineft compofition in our 
language ; and having regard to its fub- 
jed and extent, it certainly would be diffi- 
cult to name one^pofTefling a fuperior claim 
to fuch fuperlative praife. Whether we 
coniider the beauty and vigour of its com- 
pofition^ the abundance a^d clafiical felec^ 
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tion of its allufions, the juftnefs of the ge^ 
neral precepts of criticifm, and its accurate 
efUmate of the excellencies or defeds of his 
author, it is equally admirable. He feems 
to raife his talents upon a level with thofe 
of his poet, upon whofe works he fits as a 
critical judge, to rival, by the luftre of his 
praifes, the fplendour of the original, and to 
follow this eagle of Britifli poetry through 
all his gyres, with as keen an eye, and upon 
as llrong a wing. ^ The Preface to his DiSitH 
nary^ corredk as it is, muft yield the palm of 
excellence to that prffijed to his Shak^ 
fpeare ; but it yields it only becaufe the 
fubjedl was lefs favourable to the full difplay 
of his powers. 

In 1766, he removed from the Inner- 
Temple Lane, to a good houfe in Johnfon^s 
Court, Fleet Street, in which he accommo- 
dated Mifs Williams with an apartment on 
the ground floor, while Mr. Levett occupied 
his poll in the garret. 
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' life iniferable, from the impoflibility he 
found of making theirs happy ; when every 
favour he beftowed on one, was wormwood 
to the reft. If, however, I ventured to 
blame their ingratitude, and condemn their 
condud:, he would inftantly fet about fofteil- 
ing the one, and juftifying the other ; and 
finiflied commonly by telling me, that 1 
knew not to make allowances for fituatiolls 
I liever experienced : 

To thee no reafon, who know 'it only good^ 

Btit evil haft not try'd. Milton.^* 

In 1777, the fate of Dr. Dodd excited 
Johnfon's compaflion, and called forth the 
ftrenuous exertion of his vaft comprehen- 
■ five mind. He thought his fentence juft j 
yet, perhaps, fearing that religion might 
fufFer from the errors of one of its minifters, 
he endeavoured to prevent the laft ignomi- 
nious fpedacle. He wrote for that un- 
happy .ngian, his Speech to the Recorder of 
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Londm^ at the Old Bailey, when the fen- 
tence of death was about to be pronounced 
upon^him; The ConviSfs Addrefs to bis un-^ 
happy Brethren^ a fermon delivered by him 
in the chapel of Newgate ; two Letters^ one 
to Lord Chancellor Bathurfl, and one to 
Lord Mansfield ; A Petition from Dr. Dodd 
to the King; A Petition from Mrs. Dodd to 
the Slueen; Obfervations in the newfpapers 
on occafion of Earl Percy's having prefent- 
ed a petition for mercy to Dodd, figned by 
twenty thoufand people; A Petttign from 
the City of London ; and Dr. Dodd's Lajl So-^ 
lemn Declaration^ which he left with the 
fheriff at the place of execution. 

In the fummer, he wrote a Prologue to 
Kelly's comedy of ** A Word to the Wife," 
aded at Covent-Garden Theatre, for one 
night, for the benefit of the author's wi- 
dow and children. He alfo made fdme ad- 
ditions to the life of Biftiop Pearce (who af- 
fifted him with fome etymologies in the 



eompilation of his Didionary), prefixed to: 
his pofthumous works, in 2 vols. 4to, and 
wrote the Dedkation to the King. 

This year he engaged to write a concife 
account of the Lives of the Engli/h Poets y 
whofe works were inferted in an edition^ 
undertaken by the London bookfellers, at 
that time, in oppofition to the edition af 
the '' Britifh Poets," printing by the Mar- 
tins at Edinburgh^ and to be fold by Mr. 
Bell in London. As a recompence for an 
xmdertaking, as he thought, " not very te- 
dious or difficult,'*^ he bargained for twa 
hundred guineas ; and was afterwards pre- 
fented by the proprietors with one hund- 
red pounds. His defign was only to have 
allotted to every poet an Adverii/ement^ like 
that which we find in the French mifcel- 
lanies, containing a few dates, and a gene- 
ral charader, which would have conferred 
not much reputation upon the writer, nor 
have communicated much information ta 
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his readers. Happily for both, " the ho- 
lieft defire of giving ufeful pleafure," Jed 
him beyond his firft intention. In execut- 
ing this Umited defign, he found his atten- 
tion fo^nauch eiigaged, that he enlarged his 
fcheme, and entered more fully into the 
merits and value of the principal writers ; 
aiid produced an kmple^ rich^ and enter- 
taining view of them in every refped:. Thfe 
firfl four volumes of this work were pub- 
lilhed in 1779, under the title of Biogra-- 
pbical and Critical Prefacts, and the remain- 
ing five in 1781. '* Some tinnte m March," 
he fays, in his Meditations ^ ** I finifhed the 
Lives of the Px>etSy which I wrote in my 
ufual way, dilatorily andhaftily ; unwilling 
to work, and working with vigour and 
hifle." In a ^memorandum previous to 
this, he fays of therri : ** Written, I hope, 
in fuch a manner, as maty tend to the pro- 
motion of piety/' 

Lij 
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In the feledion of the poets he had no 
refponfible concern; but Blackmore, Watts, 
Pomfret, and Yalden, were inferted by his 
recommendation ; and Mr. Nichols tells 
us, he was frequently confulted dui;ing the 
printing of the coUecStion, and revifed many 
of the fheets^. 

This was the laft of Johnfon^s literary la- 
bours ; and though completed when he 
was in his feventy-firfl year, Ihows that his 
faculties were in as vigorous a ftate as ever. 
His judgment and his tafte, his quicknefs 
in the difcrimination of motives, and fa- 
cility of moral refiedion, fhine as ftrongly 
in thefe narratives, as in any of his more 
early performances ; and his ftyle, if not 
fo energetic, is at ieaft more fmoothed 
down to the tafte of the generality of criti- 
cal objedors. ^ 

Tht Lives of the Etiglijh Pofts formed a 
memorable era in Johnfon's life. It is a 
work which has contributed to immor- 



talize his name, and has fecured that ra^.. :.'- 
tional efteem which party or partiality 
could not procure, and which even the in- 
judicious zeal of his friends has not been 
able to leflen. 

From the glofe of his laft great- work, 
the malady that perfecuted him through 
life, came upon him with redoubled forge. 
His conftitution declined fail, ap.d the fa- 
bric of his mind feemed to be tottering, 
Th^ contemplatipn of his approaching end 
was conftantly before his 'eyes; aijd the 
profpeft of death, he declared, was. ter- 
rible. 

On the 4th of May 1781, he loft his 
Taluable friend Thrale, who appointed him 
one of his executors, with a legacy of 200L 
" I felt," he faid, '' ajmoft the laft flutter 
of his pulfe, and looked for the laft time 
upon the face that, for fifteen years, had 
never been turned^ upon me but with re- 
fped and benignity." Of his departed 

L iij 
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friend he has given a true charader in a 
Latin Epitaph, to be feen in the church of 
Streatham. 

With Thrale, many of the comforts of 
Johnfon's life may be faid to have expired. 
In the courfe of 1782, he complains, that 
he *' pafled the fummer at Streatham, but, 
there was no Thrak." In the fame year, 
he received another fliock. He was fud- 
denly deprived of his old domeftic com- 
panion Levett, and paid a tribute to his 
memory in an affeding and charaderiftic 
E/egy. - 

The fucceflive lofTes of ,thofe acquaint- 
ances whom kindnefs had rendered dear, 
or habit made neceflary to him, reminded 
Johnfon of his own mortality. 

After the death of Thrak, his vifits to 
Streatham, where he no longer looked up- 
on himfelf as a welcome gueft, became lefs 
and lefs frequent ; and on the 5 th of April 
1783, Ive took his final leave, of Mrs. Thrale, 



to whom, for near twenty years, he was 
under the higheft obligations. 

" The original reafon of our connec- 
tion," fays Mrs. Piozzi, in her lively and 
entertaining/* Anecdotes," his particularly 
difordered health andfpirlts^ had been long 
at an end. Veneration for his virtues, re- 
verence for his talents, delight in his con- 
verfation, and habitual endurance of a yoke 
my hulband firft put upon me, and of 
which he contentedly bore his fhare for 
lixteen or feventeen years, made me go on 
fo long with Mr. Johnfon ; but the perpe- 
tual confinement, I will own to have been 

terrifying in the firft years of our friend- 

* 
fhip, and irkfome in the laft ; nor would I 

pretend to fupport it without help, when 

my coadjutor was lio more." 

A friendly correfpondence continued, 

however, between Johnfon and Mrs. Thrale, 

.without interruption, till l:he fummer fol- 

Jowing, when fhe retired to Bath, and in- 

L iiij 
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formed him, that fhe.was going to difpofe 
of herfelf in marriage to Signior Piozzi, an 
Italian mufic mafter. Johnfon, in his re- 

, lation of executor to her hulband, as alfb 
in gratitude to his memory, was under an 
obUgation to promote the welfare of his 
family. He endeavoured, therefore, by 
prudent counfels and friendly admonition, 
to prevent that which he thought one of 
the greateft evils which could befal the 
children of his friend, the alienation of the 
aflfeftions of their mother. ^* The anfwer 
to his friendly monition," fays Sir John 
Hawkins, " I have feen ; it is written from 
Bath, and contains an indignant vindica- 
tion, as well of her conduct as her fame, 
an inhibition of Johnfon from following 
her to Bath, and a farewel^ concluding, 

, . " Till you have changed your opinion of 

, let us converfe no more." In his 

laft letter, 8th July 1784, direded to Mrs. 
Piozzi^ -who then had announced her mar- 
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riage to him, he fays, ** I breathe out one 
figh more of tendemefs, perhaps ufelefs, 
but at leaft fincere." He gives her hisbeft 
advice,> and adds, ** the tears ftand in my 
eyes." 

Excluded from the dwelUng and family 
of his friend, he was compelled to return 
to his own houfe, to fpend cheerlefs hours 
among the objeds of his bounty, when in- 
creafing age and infirmities had made their 
company more obnoxious than when he 
left them, and the fociety of which he had 
been recently deprived, rendered him, by 
comparifon, lefs patient to endure it. 

From this time, the narrative of his life 
is little more than a recital of the prefliires 
of melancholy and difeafe, and of num* 
berlefs excurfions, taken to calm his anxiety, 
and foothe his apprehenfions of the terrors 
of death, by flying, as it were, from him- 
felf. He was now doomed to feel all thofe 
calamities incident to length of days, which 
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he had fo eloquently enumerated in his 
Vanity of Human Wi/hcs. 

On the 17th of ^ne 1783,, he was afilidl- 
?d with a paralytic ftroke, which deprived 
him of fpeech ; from which, however, he 
gradually recovered ; fo that in July he was 
able to piake a vifit to Mr. La^gton, at 
P^ochefter ; and made little excurfions, a$ 
eafily as at any time of his life. 

In September, while he was on a vifit at 
Heale, the feat of Mr, Bowles, in Wiltfhire, 
he loft Mrs. Williams, whofe death he la- 
mented with all the tendemefs whieh a long 
connedion naturally infpires. This was 
another fliock tp a mind like his, ever agi- 
tated with the dread of his own difTolution. 

Belides the palfy, he was all this year af- 
flicSed with the gout, as well as with a farr 
coccle, which he bore with uncommon firm^ 
nefs. 

In December, he fought a weak refuge 
from anxiety, in the inftitution of a weekr 
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ly club, at the Eflex llead, in Eflex Street, 
then kept by an old fervant of Mr, Thrale's; 
but the amufeiment which he promifed 
.himfclf from this inftitution, was but of 
fhort duration. 

In the beginning of the year 1784, he 
,was feized with a fpafmodic afthma, which 
was foon accompanied by fome degree of 
dropfy. From the latter of thefe com- 
plaints, however, he was greatly relieved by 
a courfe of medicine. 

The interval of convalefeence, which he 
enjoyed during the fummer, induced him 
to exprefs a wifli to vifit Italy. Upon this 
fubjecS, however, his wifhes had been anti-. 
cipated by the anxiety of his friends to pre- 
ferve his health, His penlion not being 
deemed by then^ adequate to fupport the 
expence of the ^journey, application was 
made to the minifter, by Mr. Bof\^ll and 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds, unknown to Johnfon^ 
through Lord Chancellor Thurlow, for ai^ 
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augmentation of it, by 200L The applica- 
tion was unfuccefsful ; but' the Chancellor, 
in the handfomeft manner, offered to let 
him have 500L from his own purfe, under 
the appellation of a loan, but with the inten- 
tion of conferring it as a prefent. It is alfo 
to be recorded to the honour of Dr. Brock- 
lefby, that he offered to contribute lOoL 
per annum, during his refidence abroad. 
Johnfpn, however, declined both thefe of- 
fers, with a gratitude and dignity of fenti- 
ment, rifing.almoft to an equal elevation 
with the generofity of Lord Thurlow, and 
Dr. Brocklefby ; and, indeed, he was now 
approaching faftto a ftate in which money 
could be of no avail. 

In the beginning of July, he fet out on a 
vifit to Dr. Taylor, at Afhbourn in Derby- 
fhire, where his complaints appear to have 
met with but little alleviation. From Der-r 
byfhire he proceeded to Litchfield, to take 
a lafl view of his native city. After leav- 
ing Litchfieli^, he vifited Birmingham and 
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Oxford, and arrived in London on the 16th 
of November. 

The fine and firm feelings of friendfhip 
which occupied fo large a portion of John- 
fon's heart, were eminently difplayed, m 
the many tender interviews which took 
place between him and his friends in the 
country, -during his excurfion into the 
North: an excurfipn which feems to have 
been undertaken rather from a fenfe of his 
approaching diflblution, and a warm wilh 
to bid thofe ,he loved a laft and long fere- 
wel, than from any rational hope that air 
and exercife would reftore him to his foi> 
mer health and vigour. 

Soon after his return to London, both 
the afthma and dropfy became more violent 
and diftrefsful. Eternity prefented to his 
imaginatibn an awful profped:, and with as 
much virtue as in general is the lot of man, 
he fhuddered at the approach of his diflblu- 
tion. He felt flrong perturbations of mind. 
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His friends endeavoured all in their powel- 
to awaken the comfortable reflections of a 
life well fpent. They prayed with him ; and 
^ Johnfon poured out occafionally the warm- 
efl effufions of piety and^ devotion. 

He had for fome time kept a journal in 
Latin of the.flate of his illnefs, and the re- 
medies which he ufed, under the title of 
JEgri Epbemerisy which he began on the 6th 
July, but continued it no longer than the 
8th November, finding, perhaps, that it was 
a mournful and unavailing regiften 

His attention to the caufe of literature 
was evinced, among other circumftances, 
by his commimicating to Mr. Nichols a lift 
of the original authors of "The Univerfal 
.Hiftory," mentioning their feveral ihares 
in that work. It has, according to his di- 
redion, been depofited in the '* Britifh Mu- 
feum," and is printed Jn the Gentleman's 
Magazine for December 1784. His inte- 
grity was evinced, by paying a fmall debt 
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to Mr. Faden, which he had borrowed ol 
his father, and a larger one to Mr. Hamil-- 
ton. But the queftion will recur, why 
were thefe debts fo long fufFered to remain ^. 
for we cannot fuppofe that his mind was 
fuddenly enlightened, and his memory re- 
novated. 

During hi« fkeplels nights, alfoy he a- 
mufed himfelf by tranflating into Latin 
verfe, from the Greek, many of the -^- 
grams in the jdnthelogia. 

The fenfe of his fituation predominated, 
and '* his afFedion for his departed rela- 
tions," (ays Mr. Bofwell^ " feemed to grow 
warmer, as he approached nearer to the 
time when he might hope to fee them a- 
gain." In a letter to My. Green, at Litfch- 
field, 2d December 1784, he enclofed the 
Epitaph on his father, mother, and brother, 
and ordered it to be engraved on a iione» 
** deep, mafly, and hard," and laid on ** the 
exadl place of interment," iii the middle 
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aifle of St, MichaePs church. In the Sum- 
mer he kid a ftone with a Latin Epitaph 
over his wife in the chapel of Btomley, in 
Kent- 

During his illnefs, he experienced the 
fteady and kind attachment of his numer- 
^ ous friends. Nobody was more attentive 
to him than Mr. Langton, to whom he 
tenderly faid, TV teneam moriens^ deficiente 
manu. Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brocklelby, Dr. 
Warren, Dr. Butter, and Mr. Cruikfhank, 
generoufly attended him without accepting 
any fees ; and all that could be done from 
profeflional fkill and ability, was done, to 
prolong a life fo truly valuable. But his 
conftitution was decayed beyond the' reflo- 
rative powers of the medical art. Unfor- 
tunately for him, he himfelf had a fmatter- 
ing of the medical fcience; and imagining 
that the droplical colledion of water which 
opprefledhim, might be drawn off, bymak- 
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ing incifiohs in the calves of his legs^ with 
his ufual defiance of pain, cut deep, when 
he thought Mr, Gruikflhiank had done it 
too tenderly. An effufion of blood follow- 
ed, which brought on a dozing* Previous 
to his diflblution, he burnt indifcriminatc* 
ly large malTes of paper, and among others^ 
two quarto volumes, "containing a full and 
mod particular Account of his own Life,'* 
the lofs of which is much to be regretted* 
The laft days of this great man's exiftence 
appear to have been unclouded by the 
gloomy apprehenfions which he had for-» 
merly entertained. Full of refignatlon, 
ftrengthened in faith, and joyful in hope, 
on the 13th of December, in the evening, ^ 
being in the 75th year of his age, he refigii-' 
ed his breath with fo much compofure, 
that his death was only known by the ceaf* 
ing of his refpiration, which had been ren- 
dered difficult by debility and afthma. He 

was buried in Weftminfter- Abbey , neaar the 

M 
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foojt of Shakfpeare's monument, and cloftf 
to the coffin of his friend Garrick- His 
funeral was attended by a refpeftabje num- 
ber of his friends ; particularly; by many 
of the members of the Literary Club, 
who were then in town, and feveral af the ^ 
reverend Chapter of Weftminfter. His 
fchool-fellow and friend, Dr/ Taylor, read 
the funeral fervice- Agreeable to his own 
requeft, a large blue flag-ftone was placed 
over his grave, with this infcription : 

Samuel Johnson^ ^L. D. 

Obiit XIII die Deccmbris 

, Anno Domini 

MDCCBX^XV. 

^tatis fuas lxxv* 

A Monument for Johnfon, in the Cathe- 
dral church of St. Paul's^ in conjundion 
with the illuftrious Howard, was refolved 
upon, with the approbation of the Dean 
and Chapter, in 1789, and has been fup- 
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ported by a moft refpe(9table contribution: 
It is in fuch farwardtiels, that it is exped- 
cd to be opened in Odober 1795. 

Having lio near relations, he left the 
bulk of his property, amounting^ to i5ooL' 
to his faithful fervaiit, Francis Barber; 

whoni he looked upon ' as particularly un- 

A* 

der his protection, and whom he had all a- 
Idng. treated as an humble friend. Hd ap- 
pointed Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Sir John Haw- 
kins, and Df . (now Sir) William Scott, his' 
executors. 

. His death attrad'ed the public attention 
in an uncommon degree, and was followed 
by an uiipirecedented accumulation of lite- 
fary honours, in the various forms of Ser- 
mons, Elegies, Memoirs, Lives, Efl^ys, and 
Anecdotes. A fermoli on that event was' 
preached before the Univerfity of Oxford; 
by Mr. Augutter ; and Dr. Fordyce, in his 
*^ Addreffes to the Deity," i2mo, 1785,' 
find an " Epitaph'* printed in the " Geii- 



tleman^ Magazine** for 1785, paid an ele- 
gaD£ and afifodlionat^ tribute to his'memo^ 
ry. The " £legy on the Death of Dr. 
Johnfon/* by Samuel Hohhoufe, Eitj. 4to, 
1785, ^as jdiiUnguiflied from the tnisifsof 
elegiac verfes on that occa£©n; and the 
juft, difcriminative, and elegant " Poetical 
Review, of the Moral and Literary Charac- 
ter of Dr. Johnfon," by John Coxutenay, 
Efq- M. P. 4to, 1788, was perufed with a- 
vidity by the adi!nirers of wit and learning, 
and the real friends of virtue and liberty. 
His bondu(5t and genius were examined and 
illuftrated in the rapid ** Biographical 
Sketch of Dr. Johnfon/' by Thomas Tyers, 
Efq. in the " Gentleman's Magazine" for 
1784; the fprightly and entertaining ** A- 
necdotes of Dr. JohnfonJ* by Mrs. Piozzi, 
gvo, 1785 ; the candid and judicious ** Ef^ 
fay on the Life, Charader, and Writings jof 
Dr- Johnfon," by Jofeph Towers, LL. D^ 
8vo, 1786 i and the inftrujfltive and inte- 
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rcfting; " Life of Sam^icl Johnfon, LL.D/' 
by James Bofwell, Efq, ^ vols. 4to, 1791 , 
which are fufficiently kiicwraL to- the world. 
His HVi/ were coUeded and publiflied by 
Sir John Hawkan^, with his " Life,** in 
eleven volumes, i7&7. In this edition, the 
Lives of the Poets are placed foft, and feve-r 
ral pieces are attFibuted to Johnfon with- 
out foundation* In the " Life," too much 
foreign ma^er is intermixed,, and John^ 
himfelf is fcarcely vifibte in the mafsr. A 
mew edition was publiflied in 1 2, volsw 8vo, 
1792, with an " Eflay on his Life and Go- 
nitis," by Arthur Murphy, Efij.,^ the forracjr 
" Life" being thought too urtwieldy for re-^ 
publication. In^ this edition, the order ob* 
ibrved in. the former edition is inverted^ and 
die fcveral pieces are chronologically ar^ 
raagcdv amitting^ thofe attribiited to hiH> 
wiribout foundation. Som/e of hiy Prayers 
are printed, and feveral of his Letters add* 
cd to the 1 2th volume.. Mr. Murpfey has 

M lij 
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no new fads to embelliih his work ; but the 
tafk which has been left him, of giving a 
Ihort, yet full, a faithful, yet temperate hif- 
tory of Johnfon, has been ably executed. 
In the fuccinft review of his writings, Mr. 
Murphy difplays his own learning, judgr 
ment, and tafte. His Prayers and Medtta- 

^ tions were publiftied from his manufcripts, 
by George Strahan, A. M. Vicar of Ifling- 
ton, in 8vo, 1785. Letters to and from Sa- 
tnuel John/on^ LL. D, were publifhed by Mrs, 
Piozzi, in 2 vols, 8vo, 1788. The Sermons 

' 8vo, 1790, left for publication, by'Dr. Tayr 
lor, were unqueftionably Johnfon's ; and 
the fad is, now afcertairied on' the authori- 
ty of Mr. Hayes, the editor. Ah imper-: 
fed coUedion of his Poems was publiihed 
by Kearfley, in i2mo, 1785 ; and infert^ 
ed, with confiderable additions, in the edi- 
tion of ** The Works of the Englifh Poets,^* 
1790. They are reprinted in the prefent 
colledion, together with the tragedy of 
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Irene ^ and feveral additional pieces colled- 
cd from Mr, Bofwell's ** Life of Johnfon/* 
and other publications. 

The religious, moral, poKtical, and lite- 
rary charafter of Johnfon, will be better un- 
derftoodby this account of his life, than by 
any laboured and critical comments. Yet 
it may not be fuperfluous here to attempt 
tQ colled, into one view, his moll promi- 
nent excellencies, and diftinguifhing parti- 
cularities. 

His figure and manner are more gene- 
rally known than thofe of almoft any other 
man. His perfon was large, robuft, and un- 
wieldy from corpulency. His carriage was 
disfigured by fudden emotions which ap- 
peared to a common obferver to be invo- 
luntary and convulfive. But in the opi- 
nion of Sir Jofhua Reynolds, they were the 
confequence of a depraved habit of accom- 
panying his thoughts, with certain unto- 
ward a^ons, which feemed as if they were 
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meant to reprohate fbme part of his paft 
condud. Of his limbs, he is £iid never to 
have enjojed the free and vigorous ufe. 
When he walked^ it leCTaed the ftragglmg 
gait of one in. fetters ; and vhen he lode^ 
he appeared to have no command o^ his 
hoi^fe. His ftrcngth, however, was great, 
and hi« perfcncud eourage no kfe fo- Ar 
xnong other inflances, which exempHfy hk 
poi&ffian of hoth^ it i$ related^ that, be- 
ing once at the Litchfield theatre^ he €a 
upon a chair placed for him hcMc the 
fcenes. Haying had pccafion to qnk his 
feat, he found it occupied, upon his return, 
by an innkeeper of the tofwn. He civiHy 
dejerumded that it ihould bereiloxedtohim; 
butf meeting with a rude i:efbfal, he lasid 
bold of the chair, and widn it, of Ae ior 
truder, and flui^g them both, without for- 
thcr ceremony, into the pit. At another 
tiixie, having engaged in a &ui&e with &mr 
inca in the ftreet, he refoluirely refttfed to 



yield tor fuperior ntimbers,. aoad kept them 

aU at bay» until the watch came up and car* 

ified htm and his antagomfts to the watch- 

boufe* In bis drefs he was lingular and 

ilovenlj ; and thcmgh he improved fome^ 

vrhat under the le&ures c^ Mrs. Thrale^ 

during hi& Icmg refidence at Streatham, yet 

he was never able completely to furmount 

particularity. He never wore a watch uSL 

he was fixty years of age, and then cauied 

ooe to be made &it him by Mudge and 

Dutton^ whkh coft him. fevcxKteen guineas; 

with this infcription <m the, diat-plate, ** For 

the night cometh.** He waa fond o£ good 

company, and of good living i and» to the 

laft, he knew of no mtthod of regulating 

his appetites, but abfolutereftraint or wdi** 

mited indulgence. ** Many a day,.'* fays 

Mr. Bo^dl, ^' did ne£tft> many ayearre** 

fiamfrom wine : but when he did eat, it 

yras vocaci^fly;. when he did driads: wine^ 

it was copiou%. ^ ccmid praSffi a^$i^ 
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mnce^ hut not temperance.''^ In converfation, 
he was rude, intemperate; overbearing, and 
impatient of contradidion. Addidcd to 
argument, and greedy of vidory, he was 
equally regardlefs of truth and fair reafon- 
ing in his approaches to conqueft, " There 
is no arguing with him," faid Goldfmith; 
alluding to a fpeech in one of Gibber's 
plays'; " for if his piftol mifles fire, he 
knocks you down with the butt end of it." 
In the early part of his life, he had been 
too much depreffed ; in his latter years, too 
laviflily indulged. His temper had at firft 
been foured by difappointment and penu- 
ry, and his'petulance was afterwards flatter- 
ed by univerfal fubmifSon. In his convei--r 
fation and goodnefs of heart, his friends 
met with a recompenfe for that fubmijflion 
which the fovereignty of his genius chal- 
lenged, and his temper exaded from them 
to the uttermoft. To great powers, he 
\mited a perpetual and ardent defire to ex- 
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eel ; and even in an argument on the mott 
. indifferent fubjed, he generally engaged 
with the whole force and energy of his great 
abilities* Of his converfation, it is true, 
all that has been retained by Mr, Bofwell, 
does not feem to be worth recording. 
Judging of it mofl favourably, it is not 
much diftinguilhed by the flafhes of wit, or 
the ftrokes of humour. Where he appears 
ferious, we are not always fure that he fpeaks 
the fentiments of his convidion, Mr. Bof- 
well allows that he often talked for victo- 
ry, and fometimes took up the weaker fide, 
as the moft ingenious things could be faid 
on it. Truth, and the ablcft defences of 
truth, are mixed with error, and the moft 
ingenious gloffes which in genuity^ould in-, 
vent, or* addrefs enforce* Authors are ex- 
alted, or depreciated, as the moment of hi-, 
larity or gloom was conneded withthe fub- 
jeft, or as the opinion of the fpeaker ^as 
adverfej and the whole is given as the fen- 



tixxient of Johnfim. But foe the infcrioritjr 
of his convcrfation, to our opiaiaii o£ the 
iDAVt^ he has himfelf made a prophetic s^o- 
logy, in his ficft intcrriew^ with his biogra- 
pher,. who was dcftiacd tcr retail it. *^ Beo- 
pie msLj be taken in once, who imagine 
that an author is greater in private life than 
another rasn. Uncommon parts require 
tmcomraon opportumriaBs^ for thcJr exer- 
tions/* 

With thefe dcfeifts;,^ ti^re was, however, 
fcarcely a virtue of which he was not iiar 
principle poOeiled. He was humane,, cha- 
litable, afiEbdionate, and generous. His 
moa intempesate, fdlies were the effe^ o£ 
an irrritable habit V he o&nded only to re^ 
pent. To the warm and adive bemevo-^ 
knee of his heart, all his friends have borne 
lefiimony. " He had nothing," feys Goldr 
fmith^ " of the bear,^ boft his fldn." Misr 
;g3xtune hadi onby to form her claim, in or* 
1^ tO; fa«nj(t h^r right to the ufe of his 
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pmfe, or the ejDerciie <xf Jbis .taioits. Hifi 
houfe WAS 4ya afyl^im for the wihappy, bc- 
-yoiid what a regard to perfimal coaive&i^ 
ence would harve allowed ; and his income 
was dxftributed in the iUpport of his io- 
mates, to an extent greater than general 
prudence would ha^^ permitted The 
mofft hoiuourable tellimony to his moral 
and ibcial chara^r, is the cordial eileem 
of his friends and acquaintances. He was 
known by no man by whom his \o& was 
not regr^ted. Anodier great feature of his 
mind, wasthe love of independence. While 
he felt the ftrength of his own powers, he 
dei^fed, excq>t in one iniftance, pecuniary 
aid. His penfion has be^ often mention- 
ed, and fubjeded him to fevere in^uta* 
tions. But let thofe, who, like Johnfon, 
lad no patrimony^ who were not always 
wilHng to labour, and felt the conflant re- 
currence of neceffitidfe, rejed, wkhout an 
adeg;uate reaibn, an independent iincoxne^ 
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which left his fentiments free, and requir-^ 
ed neither the fervility of adulation, nor' 
the labours of fervice* It is not lincom- 
mon to fee a defire to be independent, de-^ 
generate into avarice. Johnfon did not 
feel it early, for his benevolence counter-- 
aded it ; but he declined going into Ttaly^ 
when worth 1500L befides his penfion, be- 
caufe of the expence ; and we fee the furjy 
dignity, which formerly Ipurned at an ob- 
ligation, relaxed, in his refufal of Dr. Brock- 
lelby^s afliftance, and Lord Thurlow's very 
delicate offer of the fame kind. Some? 
little cenfure is due to him for his eafy 
faith, occafioned by his political prejudices, 
in the forgeries of Lauder. That he fhould 
have appeared in public, in company with 
this defamer of Milton, is to be laijiented. 
Yet his renunciation of all connection with' 
Lauder, when his forgeries were deteded, 
is only a proof of his having believed (ar 
common weaknefs of worthy minds), with-**' 



out examination, not that he was an ac- 
complice with the impofior. 

If there is any one trait by which John- 
fon's mind can be difcriminated, it is gi- 
^ntic Vigour, In information and tafte he 
was excelied^j but what he ferioufly at- 
tempted, he executed with that mafterly 
original boldijefs, which leaves us to regret 
his indolence, that he exerted himfelf on- 
ly in the moment when his powers weir 
wanting, and relapfed again into his'Htera* 
ry idlenefs. He united in himfelf what fel- 
dom are united, a vigorous and excurfivc 
imagination, with aftrong and fteady judg- 
ment. His memory was remarkably tena^ 
cious, and his apprehenfion wonderfully 
quick and accurate. He was rather a man 
of learning than of fcience. He had ac-^ 
cmnulated a vail fund of knowledge, with- 
out much of fyftem or methodical arrange*^ 
ment. His reading feems to have been 
cafoal, generally defultory. To converia« 



[ 192 ] 

tioDi he owed mudi of his varied know^ 
ledge ; and to his Tigorous comprehenfive 
powers, be was indebted for that cieamefs 
of difticuftioa^ that pointed judicio^ difcri* 
mination, which elxicidated every queftioo, 
attd aftoniflied< every hearer. From this 
cafiial reading, herofe with a mind feidom 
fatigued, endowed with a clear, accurate 
perception ; the variety of his ftudies re- 
lyieved, without fittiguing or perpkxing him; 
the ideas arranged in order, were ready for 
ufe, adorned with all the energy of lan- 
guage, and the force of manner. But the 
labour of literature was a talk from which 
he always wiihed to efcape ; and as he could 
excel others without great exertion, we fel- 
dom perceive hi«( ^ulties brought forward 
in their fidl power. We fcarcely fee any 
attempt, beyond a periodical paper, which 
he did not profefiediy continue with l^- 
tude and fatigue. 



He deferves the charadler of iriaftei- 6f the 
Latin language ; but it is eafy to perceive 
that his acquaintance with Greek litera-* 
tare "was, what it i$ commonly fuppofed to 
be, general and fuperficial^ rather than cu- 
rious or profound* Of natural fcience he 
knew but little ; and moft of his notions 
on that branch of philofophy wereobfolete 
and erroneous* In his writings he appears 
to have taken more from his own mind 
than from books, and he difplaVs his learn-* 
ing rather in alluiions to the opinions of 
others, than in the dired ufe of them* 
Hiftory he profefled to difregard ; yet his ^ 
memory was fo tenacious, [that we feldom 
find him at a lofs upon any topic, ancient 
or modern* 

From early prejudices, which all his phi- 
lofphy and learning could never overcome, 
he was a zealous and fcrupuloiis high* 
ehurch-man, following to the uttermoft 
tenet, the notions of Laud^ whofe talents 

N 
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talents he has praifed, and whofe geiiiuS 
he has deplored in his Vanity of Human 
Wljbes. In his palitical feiitiments, he was 
a rank Tory, and till his prefent Majefty's 
accefllon to the throne, a violent Jacobite. 
He had never examined either his religious 
or political .creed. Bigotted as to a parti- 
cular fyftem of pc^litics, he appears obfti- 
nately to have xlofed his eyesagainft the 
light of truth; and fo far from feeking inr 
formation on the fubge<9:, ftudioufly refift- 
ed it. His piety was truly venerable and 
edifying* In divinity, however^ his re- 
fearches were limited. He was well ac-- 
quainted with the general evid^nce^ of 
Chriftianity ; but he does not appear to 
have read his Bible with a critical eye, nor 
to have interefted himfeif concerning the 
elucidation of obfcure or difficult pdlages. 
It was his favourite maxim, " that the 
proper ftudy of mankind is man ;" and we 
xjaufl confefs thatin^all the departments of 
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moral fcience, his excellence is unrivalled* 
His acute penetration was conftantly alive 
to " catch the manners living as they rife,'* 
and but few follies or peculiarities could 
efcape his obfervation. 

The habitual weaknefles of his niind 
form a flriking and melancholy contrail to 
the vigour of his underftanding. His opi- 
nions were tainted with prejudices almoft 
too Goarfe and childifli for the vulgar to 
imbibe. His attachment to the univerfity 
of Oxford^ to which in his youth he owed 
no great obligations, led him unjuflly to 
depreciate the merit of every perfon who 
had ftudied at that of Cambridge* His 
averfion to Whigs, DifTenters, and Prefby- 
terians, and his diflike to Scotland, and 
many more extravagancies of opinion, that 
it would be painful to enumerate, inflamed 
his converfation, and influenced his coii- 
duft. He was fo prone to fuperftition as 
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to make it a rule that a particular foot 
fhould conftantly make the firft adual 
movement, when he came clofe to the 
threfhold of any door or paflage, which he 
was about to enter, or to quit. So deeply 
was he infedled upon this fubjed, that Mr. 
Bofwell relates that he has often feen him 
". when he had negleded or gone wrong 
in this fort of magical movement, go back 
again, put himfelf in a proper pofture to 
begin the ceremony, and having gone 
through it, break from' his abftradion, 
Walk brifkly on, and join his companion." 
tie took off his hat in token of reverence, 
when he approached the places on which 
Popifh churches had formerly flood ; and 
bowed before the monaftic veftiges. He 
was folicitous to give authenticity to flories 
of apparitions, and eager to credit the ex- 
iftence of a fecond-fight, while he appear- 
ed fcrupulous and fccptical as to particu- 
lar fads. Thefe mental diftempers were 
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the offspring of his melancholic tempera- 
ment^ and wefe foftered by folitafy con- 
templation, till they had laid fetters upon 
the imaginsftion too flrong for reafon to 
hurft through. We fee it exerted iti dif- 
ferent circujnftanoes, and expanding its 
gloomy influence, till at laft it terminated 
Uttte ihoirt of infanity. To this flate^^e- 
xnuft attribute his mentioning fecret tranf- 
grcffions, his conftant fear of death, and 
bis religious terrors, not very confiftent 
with his ftreiigth of mind, or his convic- 
tion of the goodnefs of God. This, at 
ieaft, feems to have been his own opinion 
of the progrefs of thefe difeafes, as appears 
from his hiftory of the Mad ^Jirommer in 
Rajftlas^ the defcription of whofe mind he 
feems to have intended as a reprefentation 
cf his own. 

But let us turn from thefe foibles and 
fingularities, which ihow him weaker than 
the generahty of his fellow men, and point 
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to thofe perfedions of mind, which prove 
him to have been of a rank fo much above 
them. 

As ah author, Johnfbn has ijiftiiiguifhed 
himfelf as a pbilologijlj a biographer, a critic, 
a moraliftj ^mvelifi, 2l political writer^ and a 
poet. 

Oh his Dictionary of the Engli/h Language, 
it is imneceflkry to enlarge. It is in every 
body's hands i its utility is univerfally ac-^ 
knowledged ; and its popularity is its beft 
eulogium. The' etymologies, though they 
exhibit learning and judgment, are not 
entitled to unqualified praife. The defi- 
nitions exhibit aftonifhing proofs of acute- 
nefs of intelled, and precifion of language. 
A few of them muft be admitted to be er- 
roneoiis. Thus, Windward and Leeward, 
though diredly of oppofite meaning, ar« 
defined identically the fame way. The 
definition of Net- work has been often quot- 
ed ^th fportive malignity, as obfcuring 
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SL thing in itfelf very plain. His introdu- 
cing his own opinions, and even prejudices, 
under general definitions of words, as Tory^ 
Whig^ Penjion^ Oats^ Exci/e, and a few more, 
muft be placed to the account of caprici- 
ous and humourous indulgence. To his 
lift of technical and provincial words, nine 
thoufand have been added bv Mr. Herbert 
Croft, in his '* Dictionary of the Englifh 
Language ;** the publication of which is 
delayed for want of fuitable encourage- 
ment. 

As a biographer^ his merit is of the high- 
eft kind. His narration in general is vi- 
gorous, connected, and perfpicuous ; and 
his reflexions numerous, appofite, and mo- 
ral. But it muft be owned that he neither 
-dwells with pleafure or fuccefs upon thofe 
minuter anecdotes of life which oftener 
Ihow .the genuine .man, than adlions of 
greater importance. Sometimes, alfo, his 
colourings receive a tinge from preju- 
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dice, and his judgment is infenfibty warp^ 
ed by the particularity of his private opi-^ 
nion* Thefe obfervations apply to his Lift 
of Savage, the moft finifhed of his biogra- 
phical difquifitions 5 and his Lives of feve- 
ral other eminent men, which were origi- 
nally printed in the " Gentleman's Magd-^ 
55ine,'* and in other periodical publications, 
and afterwards co^ledited by Mr, Davies, in 
his *' Mifcellaneous and Fugitive Pieces/' 
and to his Lives of the Poets, 

As a critic^ he is entitled to the praife of 
being the g^eat^ll that our nation has pro- 
duced, He has not, like his prodeceflbrs, 
tried merely to learn the art, and not to 
f(pel it, He has npt gone to Dacier or to 
Boflu, to borrow rules to fetter genius by 
example, and impart diftindions tehich 
lead to no end ; but, pqflelled of two qua- 
lities, without which a critic is 510 more 
than a caviller, ftrong fenfe, and an inti- 
mate lyiowled^e of hunwn nature, he has 
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followied his own judgment, tmbiafled by 
authority, and has adopted all the good 
feiife of Ariftotle, umrammielled by bk 
forms. This praife he has merited by his 
Preface to Shakfpeare^ and the detached 
pieces of criticifm which appear among 
his works. But his critic^ powers fliicys 
with more concentrated radiance in the 
Uves of the Poets. Thefe compofitio?is> ^- 
bounding in ftrong and juft illnftrations 
of criticifm, evince the vigour of his mind, 
and that happy art of moralization, by 
which he gives to well-known incidents 
the grace of novelty and the force ^f m-* 
ftrudion; and " grapples the attention," 
by exprelfing common thoughts with un- 
common ftrength and ekgance. Of many 
paflages, it is fcarcely hyperbolical to af- 
firmj that they are executed with all the 
fldU and penetration of Ariftotle, and aali- 
. mated and embelhfhed with all the fire of 
J-oaginus. The I^ives of Covdey^ MiUfo^f 
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Butler J Waller^ Bryden^Addifon, and Pope^ 
are elaborately compofed, and exhibit the 
nobleft fpecimens of entertaining and folid 
criticifm, that ancient or modem times 
have produced. The difl^rfation in the 
Jjfi ofCowkyy on the metaphyfical poets 
of the laft century, has all the attradtion of 
novelty, as well as found obfervation. In 
the review of his works, falfe wit is detect- 
ed in all its fhapes ; and the Gothic tafte 
for glitteritig conceits, and far-fetched al- 
lufions, is exploded, never, it is hoped, to 
revive again. The " Paradife Loft,*^ is a 
poem which the mind of Milton only could 
have produced > the criticifm upon it is 
fuch as, perhaps, the pen of Johnfon only 
could have' written* His eflimate of Dry- 
den and Pepe, challenges Quintilian*s re- 
marks upon Demofthencs and Cicero, and 
^rivals the fineft fpecimens of elegant com^ 
pofition and critical acutenefs in the Eng^ 
liih langvagev Some caution, however,' k 
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required to pcrufe thefe admirable com- 
politions with advantage. The prefei^ 
writer means not to fay that they are per- 
fed, or that, on the whole, they are exe- 
cuted with propriety. If they be regard- 
ed merely as containing narrations of the 
lives, delineations of the charaders, and 
ftridures of. the feveral authors, they arc 
far from being always to be depended up- 
on. Johnfon, as he has had occafioa to 
remark, in reviewing his judgments of the 
feveral poets who have fallen under his 
confideration, brought to the production 
of this work ideas already formed, opi- 
nions tindured with his ufual hues of par- 
ty and prejudice, and the rigid unfeeling 
philofophy, which could neither bend to 
excufe failings, or judge of what was not 
capable of a difpaffionate difquifition- 

To think for himfelf in critical, as in all 
other matters, is a privilege to which every 
pne is undoubtedly entitled. This i^rivi-^ 
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lege of tritic^l indcjiendence, an ajffeda- 
tioJi of fingularity, or fdme other principle 
4iot immediately vifible, is frequently be- 
traying into a dogmatical fpirit of contra- 
didion td received opinion. Of tkis there 
need no further proofs, than his almoft 
uijiform attempt to depreciate the writers 
,t>f blank yerfe, and his degrading eftimate 
of the e^quifite: compofitions of Prior, 
Hammond,. Collins, Gray, Shenftone, and 
Akenfide, ^d his pronouixcing the " Pa- 
tadife Loft" " one of thofe books which 
the reader admires and lays down, and for- 
gets to take it up again-" In his judg- 
4tncnts of thefe poets, he may be juftly ac- 
cufed of bcfihg inflamed by prejudice, re- 
Jblutcly blind to merit. His rigorous con- 
demnation, and puerile cfiticifihs upcsi 
Gray, and his faftidious judgment of Shen- 
S:one,have drawn down upon him the unit- 
, jBd ceiifutes of thofe who admire poetry in 
hit moft dariig attitudes and gorgeous at- 
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tire, and thofe who are pleafed witli het 

modeft beauties, moft humble fteps, sa^ 

lead adorned guife. He obferves of Sheh-^ 

ftorie, that he fet little value upon thofe 

parts of knowledge which he had not ctii^ 

tivated himfelf. His own tafte of poetry 

feems in fome degree regulated by a fi* 

milar ftandard ; method, ratiocination, and' 

argument, cfpecially if the vehicle be' 

rhyme, often obtaining his regard and 

commendation, while the bold and enthu- 

liaftic, though perhaps irregular flights o^ 

imagination, are paffed by with obftinate" 

and perverfe indifference- It is not, then, 

to be wondered at, that the panegyrift d^ 

Blackmore' fhould withhold from Collins 

and Gray the commendation he has be- 

ftowed on Savage and Yalden ; and that 

his praifcs of the whole clafs of defcriptive 

poets are parfimonioufly bellowed, and too 

frigid to make an impreflion. This is to 

be attributed to the natural turn of his 
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tniiid^ and to the bent which his feelings 
had received from the habits of his life* 
A certain inelegance of tafte, a frigid chur- 
liflinefs of temper, unfubdued and unqua-- 
lifted by that melting fenfibility, that di- 
vine enthufiafm of foul, which are eflen- 
tial to a hearty relifh of poetical compofi- 
tion, too often counteraded and corrupt- 
ed the other poetical virtues of his intel- 
IfecSk* Poetry pleafes only as it is the image 
of reality. He who has never delighted 
in the filent beauties of creation, can feel 
BO emotions, as they are reflected to. him 
in defcription, Accuftomed to dogmatize 
in his dofet, and fwelter in fome alley in 
the city, Johnfon's mind never throbbed 
with poetic thrills, as nature expanded her 
rural glories to his eye ; and he preferred 
the duft of Fleet-Street, or the windings 
of the Strand, to the air of Hampftead, or 
the beauties of Greenwich. 



One general remark m^y be ventured 
upon here : Through the whole of his 
work, the defire of praife, except in the 
cafe of fome very favourite author, is al- 
moft always overpowered by his difpofi- 
tion to cenfure ; and while beauties arei 
pafled over ** with the neutrality of a 
ftranger, and the coldnefs of a critic," the 
flighteft blemilh is examined with micro- 
fcopical fagacity. The truth of this ob- 
fervation is particularly obvious, when he 
defcends to his contemporaries, for whom 
he appears to have little more brotherly 
kindnefs, than they might have expe&ed 
at Conftantinople. The prefent writer is 
under no apprehenfion of being charged 
with an unjuftifiable partiality in this opi- 
nioii of him, by thofe who know his dif- 
pofition and the habits of his life. All 
that is great and genuinely good in John- 
fon, have had no warmer encomiaft. He 
has uniformly praifed his genius, his learn* 
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Hig, his good fcftfe, the ftrength of his wa-» 
fonings, the fagacity of his critical deci- 
fions,the happiuefs of his illuftrations, and 
the animation and energy of his ftyle : He 
has acknowledged that there is no fatiety 
in the delight he infpires on moral and re- 
ligious themes ; and he makes no fcruple to 
declare, that, though there are many opi-» 
nions erroneous, and many obfervations im-^ 
prcrper, a great part of his Uves of the Poets 
is fuch as no one but himfelf could haVe 
executed, and in \vhich he will not be fol- 
Ipw^ with fuccefs. 

As a morality his periodical papers are 
diftingtti{hed from thofe of other writers^ 
wiio have derived celebrity from fimilar 
publications* He hs^s neither the wit nor 
the graceful eaie of Addifon > nor does he 
(hine with the humour and claffic fuavity 
of Gpldfmithk His powers Jtre of a more 
grave, ene^^gic, and dignified kind, than 
any of his competitors ; and if he enter- 
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tains us lefs, he inftruds us more. He 
fliows himfelf mafter of all the recefles of 
the human mind, able to detedt vice, when 
tlifguifed in her moil fpecious form, and 
equally poflefled of a corrojive to eradicate, 
or a lenitive to aflliage the follies and for- 
fows of the heart. Virtuous in his object:, 
juft in his conceptions, ftrong in his ar- 
guments, and powerful in his exhortations, 
he arrefts the attention of levity by the 
luxuriance of his imagery ^ and grandilo- 
quence^of his didlion ; while he awes de- 
teded guilt into fubmiflion by the ma- 
jefty of his declamation^ and the fterling 
weight of his opinions. But his genius is 
only formed to chaftife graver faults, wb fch 
require to be touched with an heavier 
hand. ^ He could not chafe away fuch 
lighter foibles as buzz in our ears in fo- 
ciety, and fret the feelings of our lefs im- 
portant hours. His gigantic powers were 
able to prepare the immortal path to hea- 
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v€rt, but could not ftoop to decorate our 
iimnners with thefe lefler graces, which 
make life amiable. Johnfon, at fuch a 
tafk, was Hercules at the diftafF, a lion' 
courfing of a moufe, or an eagle ftooping 
at a fly. He was formed to fuftain the 
character of a majeftic teacher of moral 
and religious wifdom. His RambUr fur- 
nilhes fuch an, aflemblage of difcourfes on 
practical religion and moral duty, of cri- 
tical inveftigations, and allegorical and o- 
riental tales, that no mind can be thought 
very deficient, that has by conftant ftudy 
and meditation aflimilated to itfelf all that 
may be found there. Though inftrudion 
be its predoniinant purpofe, yet . it is en- 
livened with a confiderable portion of a- 
mufement. Nos. 19, 44, 82, 88, 179, 
182,, 194, 195, 197, and 198, may be ap- 
pealed to for inftances of fertility of fancy,, 
and accurate defcription of real life. Every . 
page of the Rambler fhows a mind teem^ 
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ing withclaflical allufion and poetical ima- 
gery : illuftratiohs from other writers, are 
upoti all occafions fo ready, and mingle fo 
eafily in his periods, that the whole ap- 
pears of oiie ufiifdrm vivid texture. The 
ferioius papers in his Idler ^ thdugh inferior 
to thofe in the Rambler, in fubliiiiity and 
Tplendor, are diftiriguifhed by the fame 
dignified morality and folenin philofophy, 
and lead to the fame great end of difFufing 
wifdom, virtue, and happinefs. The hu- 
mourous papers kre light and lively, and 
indre iii the rnahner of Addifon. 

As a fio'delijii the amazing powers of his 
imagiliation, and his unbounded know^ 
ledge of men and rrianners, may be plain- 
ly traced in thd oriental tdlei in the Ram- 
bier, in which he has not only fujiported 
to the utmofi, the fublirriity erf the eaftern 
manner of expreflioii, but even greatly 
excelled any of the oriental writers, in the 
fertility of his inventidii, the condud o£ 

Oij 
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his plots, and the juftnefs and ftrength of 
his fentiments. His capital work of that 
kind is his Ra^e/as. None of his writings 
have been fo extenfively difFufed over Eu- 
rope. Such a receptiofi demonftrates great 
beauties in the work ; and there is no 
doubt that great beauties do exift there. 
The language enchants us with harmony ; 
the arguments are acute and ingenious j 
the reflections novel* yet juft. It aflonifhes 
with the fublimity of its fentiments, and 
at the fertility of its illuft rations, and de- 
lights with the abundance and propriety 
of its imagery. The fund of thinking 
which it contains, is fuch, that almoft e- 
very fentence of it may furnifli a fiibjedl ' 
of long meditation. But it is not without 
its faults.. It is barren of interefling inci- 
dents, and deftitute of originality, or di- 
fl:in6tion of charaders. There is little dif-r 
ference in the manner of thinking and 
reafoning of the philofopher and the fe- 
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m^ie, of the prince and the waiting wo- 
man. Nebagah and Imlac^ Rajfelas and 
Pebuah^ are- all equally argumentative, ab- 
ftrafted, eloquent, and obftinate. Of that 
dark catalogue of calamities, which are 
defcribed as incident to the feveral fitua- 
tions of life which he contemplates, fome 
are not the neceflary confequence of the 
fituation, but of the temper ; and others 
jire not thofe which are moft generally or 
feverely felt there. The moral that he 
feeks to inculcate, that; there is no fuch 
thing as happinefs, is one ungrateful to 
the human heart. If he could fucceed in 
eftablifhing it, *it would cripple every in- 
citement to virtue, and palfy every fli- 
mulus tp action. It would leave man con- 
tented to be drifted down the ftream of 
life, without an object or an end ; to lofe 
attainable excellence for the want of ex- 
ertion, and fink under furmountable dif- 
l^culties, without a ftruggle. Though there 

O iij 
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may not fee permanent happinels in the 
gratification of our wifhes, ;hieTe is vfisich 
in our e?:pe^^ipns that they will be gra-. 
tified; Hope is the fweet and inj^apent 
folace of our frail natures. It; is the ftaff 
of the unhappy, and however feeble its^ 
fuppprt, it U immpral an(i unkind tp wreft 
it from our hands. 

The effed of Rajfdas, and of Jobnfon's 
other moral tales, is thus beautifully illuf- 
trated by Mr. Courtenay, in his ** Poe- 
tical Review ;' • 

Impreflive truth, in fplendid fifkion dr^ft, 

Checks the vain wifh, and cilms the troubled breaft ^ 

O'er the dark mind a light celeftial throws, 

And fooths the angry paffions to repofe. 

As oil qff^s'd Dlumes and fmooths the deep^ 

When round the bark the fwelling furges fweep. 

As 2ipo}iticaI writer, his produdions are 
more diftinguilhed by fubtlety of difqui- 
fition, poignancy of farcafm, and dignity 
and energy of ftyle, than by truth, equity, 
or candour. He makes mtich more ufe 
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of his rhetoric than of his logic, and often 
gives his reader high-founding declama- 
tion inftead of fair argument. In pcrufing 
his reprefentations of thofe who differed 
from him on political fubjeds,'we are 
fometimes inclined to afleat to a propofi- 
tion of his own, that ** there is no credit 
due to a rhetorician's account, either of 
good or evil.^ Many pofitions are laid 
down in admirable language, and in high- 
ly-polifhed periods, which are inconfiftent 
with the principles of the Britilh confti- 
tu^ion, and repugnant to the pommon 
xights of mankind- It mufl: always be re- 
gretted, that a man of Johnfon's intellect 
tual powers, fhould have had fo ftrong a 
propenfity to defend arbitrary principles 
of government. But, on this ful^ged, the 
;fl;rength of his language was not more 
raanifeft, than the weaknefs of his argu- 
ments. In apology for him, it riiay be 
admitted, that he w?ls a Tory from priji- 

iiij 
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ciple, and that moft of what he wrote, wa3 
conformable to his real fentiments. But 
to defend all that was written by hifti, his 
warmeft friends will find impoffible. 

In his pofthumous writings, there is lit-* 
tie that can be faid to be interefting to 
fcience or criticifm. His Letters are va- 
luable, as we find in them the picture, 
which, without intending it, he has left 
of himfelf, to be that of a man, who, to 
great intelledual powers, added extraordi^ 
nary piety, and many excellent moral qua- 
lities. Of letter writing, he gives his ide^ 
in the following paflage : '* Some, when 
they write to their friends, are all affect 
tion ; fome are wife and fententious ; fomc 
ftrain their' powers for effeds- of gravity ; 
fome Vvrite news^ and fome write fecrets j 
but to. make a letter without afFedion;^/ 
without wifdom, without gravity, without 
news, and without fecrets,is doubtiefs the 
great epiftoiic ftyle. There is a pleafure 
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m correfponding with a friend, where 
doubt and miftruft have no place, dnd e- 
very thing is faid as it is thought/ Thefe* 
are the letters by which fouls are united, 
and by which minds, naturally in unifon^ 
move each other, as they are moved them- 
felves. Let me know where you are, how 
you got thithet, how you live there ? and 
every thing that one friend loves to know 

of another." Such is t]ie account of his 

i 

Letters. The value of them is, that we 
have the man before us for near twenty 
years. We fee him in his undrefs, that 
is, the undrefs of his mind, which, unlike 
that of his body, was never flovenly- We 
fee him in health and in ficknefs, and in 
all the petty bufinefs of life. From him- 
felf, and in his own words, we are enabled 
tON colled the trueft and beft information. 
He writes always in his own ftyle. His 
words are now and then too pompous for 
familiar letters j but his fkill in letter writ- 
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mg comes out fully in this colle(9:i,Qn, and 
entitles him to rank with the bell epifto- 
lary writers of bur nation. His letters on 
the death of Mrs. Salulbury (mother of 
jMr^^ Piozzi), and Mr. Thrale's eldeft fon, 
are at once moral and pathetic. They 
flow from a man, who loved thetn, and 
thg furviving family. His folicitude for 
Mr. TJirale, during a long illnefs, and his 
feelings at his death, do honour' to the 
memory of Mr, Thrale, and tp Johnfon's 
gratitude and fenfibility. *' I am afraid/' 
he fays, ** of thinking what I have loft ^ 
I never had fuch . a friend before." To 
Mrs. Thrale, he fays, ** To fee and hear 
yoTj, is always to he^r wit and fee virtue." 
He feems at times to think her regard for 
him is abated ; and a letter of kindnefe 
from her appears to have revived and 
comforted him. After lamenting the lofs 
of Williains and Levett, he fays :. ** Such 
fociety I had with thero, and fuch I had 
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.j^ . . w here I am never likely to have it 
more/- Wheu I came to " love and ho- 
nour," in your letter, I faid to myfelf, 
• * How lov'd, how honoured once, avails 
me not." ^ Shall we never again e;schange 
our thoughts by the firefide ?" After fee-r 
ing him ftruggle with illnefs and morbid 
inelanchply, it is comfortable to hear him 
(ay, almoft at the clofe of life " Attention 
^d refped give pleafure, however late, 
^nd however ufelefs. But they are not; 
yielefs, even when they are late ; it is rea-? 
fpnable to rejoice as the day declines, to 
find that it has been fpent with the apr 
probation of mankind." 

His Prayers and Meditations^ publiflied 
by Mr. Strahan, ** at his own requeft," 
have occalioned much concern, difquie- 
tude, and offence in the minds of many, 
who apprehend that the caufe in which he 
ilood forth, will fufFer by .the infirmities of 
|:he advocate being exppfed in this publi- 
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cation, to the prying and malignant eye 
of the world. It is not merel^ the name 
of Johnfon that is to do fervice to any 
caufe. His admirable arguments in favour 
'pf religion and morality, are not weaken- 
ed by the proofs of his pradical errors; 
Thefe are always precifely what they were, 
once good, and always good. His argu- 
ments in favour of felf-denial do not lofe 
their force becaufe hefajled, nor thofe in fa- - 
vour of devotion, becaufe he /aid bis prayers. 
His failing and his prayers add ftrength 
to his pious reafonings, from the proof 
they afford, that he believed in the reli- 
gion he inculcated. Human nature is 
frail ; common frailties muft inevitably 
preclude perfection to the leall faulty pro- 
feilbr of Chriflianity, The world never 
fuppofed Johnfon to have been a perfed 
charader. His flupendous abilities, and 
^reat learning, it is well known, could not 
preferve their pofFeffor from the depreda- 
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tioris of melancholy-. But- his failings' 
leaned to the fide of virtue. His fiiperfli- 
tion feems to have arifen from the nioft 
amiable difpolition in the world, *^ a pious 
awe, and fear to have offended," a wifh 
rather to do too much than too little. 
Such a difpofition one loves, and always 
wifhes to find in a friend j and it can- 
not be difagreeable in the fight of him 
who made us. It argues a fenfibility of 
heart, a tendernefs of confcience, and the 
fear of God. That he fhould not be con- 
fciousof the abilities with which Provi- 
dence had blelTed him, was impoffible.t He 
felt his own powers ; he felt what he was 
capable of having performed, and he faw 
how little, comparatively fpeaking, he had 
performed. Hence his apprehenfions on. 
the near profpedof the account to be made, 
viewed through the medium of conftitu- 
tional and morbid melancholy, which qf- 
ten excluded from his fight the bright 
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beams of divine mercy. His felf-abafe^ 
ment -was ftricaiy itigenuons ; bilt his ex-- 
pfciSons, when ccwnpared with the fenctr 
of his condud, feeih too difparkgitig; 
Chi'iftianity does Aot reqttire us to deny 
any one quality we poflefs, or to ifeprefeilt 
ourfelres, in defiance of truth, as one mafe 
of deformity and gtiiit. The inftni<aion 
of St. Paul, enforced by the moft facred 
example, is iingly this, that we " think 
not of ourfelves mdre highly than we ought 
to think; but that we think fobierly." 
Johnfon walked at all times humbly with 
his God ; but when we follow him through 
all his weaknefles, his religious horrors^ 
and facred pundilioS, we are inelified t6 
pity the conftitutional Jfeeblenefs of his 
^ nature, while we admire the perfeterafice 
and fervour of his dex^otion. We owe to 
the excellencies of the Supreme filing, 
every poffible degree of veneratipp and 
honour ; but that virtue fhould tremble hi 



the prefence of Infinite Goodnefi, is itot 
lefs contrary to reafon, tlian it is contrary 
to heroifm. In the prefence of Infinite 
Goodnefs it feels a congeniality, arid af* 
fumes a confidence, that leaps, as it were, 
the gulf between, knd dares to afpire to 
fentiments of attachment, fidelity and love, 
feut it would be unfair to conclude from 
this circumftance, that the piety and hu- 
mility of Johnfon were of no value ; and 
the fincerity of his repentance, the fted- 
faftnefs of his faith, and the fervour of his 
charity, of no ufe- There is fomething fo 
great and awfiil in the idea of a God, and 
fomething fo iafcinating in the efFufions 
of gratitude, that there are numbers of men 
intrepid and heroical, in every other re^ 
gard, that cannot boaft of all the ferenity 
and affurance in the bufinefs ^f religion, 
that are fo earneftly to be defired ; and yet 
the piety of thefe men is edifying and 
venerable. Indeed the fate of " the un-^ 



! .224 1 

profitable fervant'^ may jtlftly beget appte^* 
henfions in the ftouteft mind. Language 
affords no finer expreflions than thofe in 
which the Prayers of Johnfonare conceiv- 
ed* They are fhort, fimple, and unadorn- 
ed. They bear fome refemblance to the 
CoUefts in the *' Common Prayer-Book/' 
without that dignity which is derived ta 
the latter, from the venerable antiquity of 
the flyle- and exprefEon. They have no 
particular method, no difplay of genius, 
and no beauties that fhould charafterize 
the man under whofe name they appear. 
They have nothing that might not have 
been produced by any man of plain com- 
mon fenfe. At the fame time they con- 
tain few traces of weaknefs or, abfurdity. 
Never did there exifl a greater difparity 
between the performances of the fame au- 
thor, than between this publication and 
the Lives of the Poets, or the numbers of the 
Rambler. His Meditations), as they are im- 
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properly ealled, are merely mintltes ; at one 
time of refolutions for liis future condiKft, 
axbd at another, in the ftyk of a diary or 
journal: Neither of them deferve the com-^ 
menddstidn which has been bellowed uptiit 
the Prayers. They are full, of frivolous 
niiiiutenefies,.and ferairiine weaknefs, be* 
yond any thing of which an abftradfc de* 
fcription can iuggeft the idea. They tell 
us, that Johnfon^n fpite of all tl^ contemp- 
tuous ridicule with which he his treated 
that delicate frame, which depends for iu 
tompolure on the clouds sind the winds^ 
was himfelf not exerript from languor, 
fluggifhnefs, and procraftination ; that ha 
was full of the mofl: pitiable religious cre- 
dulity ; and that his attention ^as often 
fengroffed by things in the laft degree fri- 
volous, futile, and unimportant. But if 
thefe obfervations are rather difadtanta- 
geous to j6hnfon, it is no lefs unqueftion- 
sibk that he difplays a fenfibility aind a 

P 
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humane benovolence of heart, that have 
rarely been equalled. Mr. Strahan's apo- 
logy for Johnton^s /eeming to pray for his 
deceafed wife, is fupported by his opinion, 
refpe6ting purgatory, recorded by Mr. . 
BofwelL In his cooler moments he did not 
think fuch prayers proper, except with 
the limitations there expreffed; but his 
morbid melancholy did not always allow 
him to be cool; there were many mo- 
ments when his language countenanced a 
very different opinion. The ftruggle in 
a breafl, conftituted as his was, between, 
the fevere principles of Proteftantifm, and 
the genuine undifciplinable feelings of the 
heart, illuftrates the kindnefs of his na- 
ture inore than it could be illuftrated by 
any ether circumftance. 

His Sermons, publiflied under the name 
of Dr. Taylor, are not unworthy of the 
author of the Rambler, and afford addi- 
tional proof of his ardour in the caufe of 
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^iety, Und every tnoral duty. The laft 
difcourfe in the colledion was intended 
%o be delivered by Dr. Taylor, at the fu- 
neral of Johnfon's wife, but he declined * 
the office, beeaufe, as he told Mr. Hayes, 
the praife of the deceafed was too much , 
amplified. He who reads the difcourfe, 
will find it a beautiful moral lelTon, writ- 
ten with temper, and no where overchar- 
ged with ambitious ornaments. The reft 
of the difcourfes were the fund xyhich Dr. 
Taylor, from timg to time, carried with 
him to the pulpit. 

Thtjiyk of his profe writings has been 
too often criticifed, to need being noticed 
here. It has been cenfured, applauded, 
and imitated^ to extremes equally danger- 
ous to the' purity of the Englifh tongue. 
That hie has innovated upon our language 
by his adoption of Latin derivatives and 
his preference o'^abftrad to concrete terms, 
cannot be denied. But the danger from 
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his innovation would be trifling, if thofc 
alone would copy him who can think with 
equal precifion ; for few paffages can be 
* pointed out from his works, in which 
his meaning could be as accurately ex- 
preffed by fuch words *s are in more 
familiar ufe. Hi$ comprehenlion of mind 
was the moiild for his language. Had 
his Gomprehenfion been narrower, his 
expreflion would have been eafier- iHis 
fentences have a dignified march, fuit-^ 
able to the elevation of his fentiments^ 
and the pomp of his fonorous phrafeology- 
And it is to be remembered, that while 
he has added harmony and dignity to our 
language, he has neither vitiated it by the 
infcrtion of foreign idioms, or the aflfedla- 
tion of anomaly in the conftru6Hon of his 
fentences. , While the flowers of poetic 
imagination luxuriantly adom his fl:yle, it 
is never enfeebled by their plentitude. It 
is ciofe without obtenebration, perfpicuous 
ivithout languor, and flrong without im* 



I 22g 2 

petnofity. No periods are fo harmonious ; 
none fo nervous- He has laboured his ftyie 
with the, greateft attention ; perhaps its e- 
laboratenefs is too apparent. It has, per- 
haps, too unwieldy and too uniform A 
dignity. He feems to have been j^rticu^ 
larly ftudious of the gUtter of an antithe- 
lis between the epithet and the fubftantive. 
This ftrikes while it is new ; but to the 
more experienced reader, though it may 
feem fometimes forcible, yet it will often 
prove tirefome. It is remarkable that 
Johnfon's early performances bear few. 
marks of the ftyle which he adopted in 
Jiis Rambler, In his Life ^ Savage^ the 
ilyle i5 elegant, but not oftentatious* His 
fentences are naturally arranged, and mu- 
iical without artifice. He affeds not the 
meafuring of claufes, and the balancing 
of periods. He aims not at fplendid, 
glowing didion. He feeks not pointed 
phrafes, and elaborate contrails. It is af-- 

P iij 
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fo worthy- of remark, on this fubjedt, that 
Johnfon has altered, and perhaps improv- 
ed hisHyle, long after his reputation had 
been eftabhflied, and his Rambler had ap- 
peared. The compofition of this work 
differs a good deal from that of Rajfelasy 
the Journey to the Wejlern IJlandsy and T^loc 
Lives of the Poets. The native vigour, and 
pecxlUarity of feature, are indeed preferved^j 
but they are pohfhed to greater elegance, 
and taught to wear the appearance of a 
" happier eafe. In the Rambler his periods 
are longer, and his meaning more condenr 
fed ; he is more fond of abftraft terms, 
and ambitious of fefquipedalian words. 
But this work was Written while he was 
occupied in colleding authorities for his 
DiStionary; at a time when Browne and 
Hooker, Bacon and Hakewell, were conti- 
nually before him ; men whom it was dif- 
ficult *-o read, and remain free from the 
temptation to imitate. In his latter pro- 
ductions, particularly his Laves of the Poets ^ 
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Iris fentences are fliorter, their conftrudion 
more fimple, and the ufe of Latin deriva- 
tions lefs frequent. He has made his ftyle 
in a greater degree eleganf without eon- 
flraint, dignified without ambitious orna- 
ment, ftrong without rigidity, and har- 
rnonious without elaboration. He has a- 
dopted a meafured paufe, and a correfpond- 
ent length in the numbers of his periods, 
which gives to hisf profe much of the har- 
mony, and fometimes fomewhat of the mo- 
notony of verfe- As Homer gave a pecu- 
liar language to his gods, to exprefs their 
divine conceptions, let us allow to John- 
fon, and to men like him, a ftyle fuch as 
he has ufed; for we have as yet found 
none more grand and energetic. It is cer- 
tain that his example has given a general 
elevation to the language of his country ; 
for many of our beft writers have approach- 
ed very near to him ; and from the in- 
fluence which he has had upon our com- 

.P iiij 
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pofition, fcarcely any thing is writtcanow, 
that is not better exprefled than ,was ufual 
before he appeared to lead the national 
tafte. This circumftance is \yell defcribed 
by Mr. Gourtenay, in hi? ^ Poetipal Re- 
view ;" a performance which fhow§ that hq 
has caught no mean degree of the expan- 
fion and harnipiiy which characSterize the; 
ilyk of Johnfon. 

By nature's gifts ordain'd mankind to rule. 
He like a Titian fdrm'd his briUiant fchool. 
And taught congenial fpirits to excel. 
While from lus lips impreffive wifdom fell. 

Among the congenial fpirits *^ who 
formed the fchool of Johnfon," Mr. Cour- 
tenay celebrate^ the refpedable names of 
Goldfmith, Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Dr, Bur- 
ney,Mr.Malone,Mr.Steevens,I)r,Hawkef- 
worth. Sir William Jones, and Mr. Bofwell, 
and concludes his defcription in the fpl- 
lowing animated lines : 



IJor was his energy confinM alone 
To frien,ds around his philofophic throne ^ 
His infiuence %vide improved our lettered i/lfy 
, \And lucid vigour tnarh*d the general Jlyle ; 
As JTile's proud waves, fwojn froni their oozy bed, 
Firft oVr the neighboring mead majeftic fpread, 
Till, gathering force, they more and more €xpan4^ 
And with due virtue fertilise the land. 

Among the imitators of Johnfqn's ftyle^ 
whether intentionally, or by the imper- 
ceptible efFedof its jftrength and animation, 
may be reckoned a great proportion of 
the moft diilinguifhed writers in qur lan- 
guage fince he appeared, Dr, Robertfon, 
Dr. Blair, Mr. Gibb6n, Dr, Leland, Dr, 
Fergufoii, Dr, Kiiox, Dn Stuart, Dr. Parr, 
Dr. Thomfon, Dr. billies, Mr. Macr 
kenzie, and Mr. Chaln^ers, &c. Perhaps 
the moft perfect imitation of Johnfon is a 
profefled one, intituled *• A Criticifm on 
Gray's Elegy in a Cquntry Church-Yard^** 
faid to be written by Dr. Young, Profeflbr 
pf Greek at Glafgow, It has not only the 
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|)eculiariues of Johnfon's ftyle, but that 
very fpecies of literary difcuffion and illuf- 
tration for which he was eminent. — But 
let men of moderate conceptions beware 
of ill judged imitations. Their attempt to 
copy his language is Salmoneus thunder- 
ing at Elis^ or a mortal wielding the fpear 
of Pelides. It is to raife a melancholy con- 
traft between the flimnefs pf the thought, 
and the capacity of the expreflion, to cover 
the head of apigmy with the cafqxie of a giant. 
As a poet, the merit of Johnfon, though 
cQnfiderable, yet falls far fhort of that 
which he has difplayed in thofe provinces 
of literature in which we have already fur- 
veyed him. As far as flrength of expref- 
fion, fruitfulnefs of invention, and abun- 
dance pf imag#y, conftitute poetry, he is 
much more of a poet in his profe works, 
than in his metrical compolitions. Meta- 
phor, to the merit of which he was blind 
jmd uncharitable, is fo much the foul and 
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eflence ' of poetry, that without it rli3rme 
and metre are vain. There may be fmooth* 
nefs, fyllabic arrangement, and good fenfe?, 
in a metrical produdio'n ; but there can be 
no true poetry without imagery, warm ex- 
preflion, and an enthufiafm which in- 
toxicates the reader, lifts him above the 
ground, and makes him forget that he is 
mortal. Poetry is pallion; paflion is a jtem^- 
porary phrenzy, during which we both 
hear and fee what we are totally infenfible 
to in our fpber fenfes. What did the an- 
cients mean by the Pythian prieftefs being 
numine offlata, when fhe received infpira- 
tion, and delivered it in verfe, and in ap- 
plying the fame idea to poets, but that they 
had fuch a temporary delirium ? Ratioci- 
nation prevailed in Johnfon much more 
than fenfibility. He has no daring fu- 
blimities, nor gentle graces ; he never glows 
with th6 enthufiafm of the god, or kindles 
a fympathetic emotion in the bofom of bis 



readers. His poems are the plain and feit- 
fible effufions of a mind never hujried be- 
yond itfelf, to which the ufe of rhynibe 
adds no beauty, and from which the ufe 
of profe would detrad no force. His 
verfification is fmooth, flowing,, and un- 
reftrained ; but his paufes are not fuffi- 
ciently varied, to refcue him from the im7 
putation of mpnotony. He feems never at 
% Ipfs for rhyme, or deftitute of a proper 
CJcpreffion; and the manner of his yerfe 
appears admirably adapted to didactic of 
iatiric poetry, for which his powers were 
equally, and perhaps alone qualified. 

His tragedy of /r<»^ may be confidered 
as th^gres^teft effort of his genius. It is a 
legitimate dramatic compbfition. The u-^ 
nitics of time, place^ and adtipn, are ftrid- 
ly obferved. The didtion is nervous, rich, 
and elegant ; but fplendid language, and 
melodious numbers, will make a fine poem; 
not a tragedy. The fubftance of the ftpry 
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is fliortly this. * In 1453, Mahomet the 
Great, firft emperor of the Turks, laid 
fiege to Conftantinople, and having reduc- 
ed the place, became enamoured of a fair 
Greek, whofe name was Irene. The fultan 
in^^ited her to embrace the la^w of Maho- 
met, and to grace his throne. Enraged at 
this intended marriage, the janizaries form- 
ed a Gonfplracy to dethrone the emperor* 
To avert the impending danger, Mahomet^ 
in a full aflembly of the grandees, ** catch- 
ing with one hand,** as KnoUes cxprefles it, 
** the fair Greek by the hair of her head, 
and drawing his faulchion with the other, 
he, at one blow, ftruck off her head, to the 
great terror of them all ; and having fb 
done, laid uiito them, " Now, by this, judge 
whether your emperor is able to bridle his 
affcdions or not.'* The ftory is fimple, and 
it remained for Johnfon to amplify it witli 
proper epifodes, and give it complication 
and variety. J3ut he h^ altered the cha^ 
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rader and cataftrophe, which he found ixi 
the hiftorian, fo as to diminifh the drama-* 
tic efFed. Many faults may be found with 
the condud of the fable. The principal 
one is, that the plot is double, and has the 
mofl flriking faults of fuch a fable ; for it 
divides the fpedator's attention and regard 
between charaders, whofe interells are op- 
pofite, and whofe happinefs or miferyis 
made to depend upon the fame events. We 
cannot hope the efcape of Demetrius and 
Afpajia^ without dreading the condemna- 
tion of Irene ; and our wifhes as to each, 
operating in contradidion^ muft diminilh 
our concern for both. .The cataftrophe^ 
which is made to depend upon the fate of*' 
Irene, is meanly worked up. It is brought 
about too fuddenly, without a due con- 
nexion with preparatory incidents, and at 
the very moment when we have not lei- 
fure to contemplate it, and are alone in- 
terefted for the efcape of Demetrius and Jf* 
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pafia. We\ieither anticipate it ^ith fuflS.- 
cient perfpicuity, nor confider it with fo- 
lemnity, fo as to be afFeded, upon its oc- 
currence, with genuine dramatic grief or 
terror. The charaders of the piece have 
nothing difcriminative. They are not re- 
ptefentations of different tempers, paflions, 
^nd minds, but of different degrees.of vir- 
tue and vice. They are fo naked of pe- 
cuUarity, that we cannot know why the 
lame incidents Ihould operate differently 
upon any one of them, fo as to impel them 
to a different adion, or produce an emo- 
tion even varying in flrength from what it 
would have done in any other. They pof- 
fefs too much of a balanced importance in 
the, condud of the drama, fo that the mind 
knows not how to make its eledion of a 
principal charader, or to fix its attention 
upon any perfonage to .whofe felicity it 
may attach its wifhes, and upon whofe fate 
it may fufpeiid its fympathy. From the 
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namt of the tragedy, we iiiuft^ppofe that 
jfohnfon conlidered Irene as the heroine^ yel 
the reader feels more concern, cveri for 
the ftoic virtue and cool foiidnefs of -4^^- 
Jta. The foriiier is too much of a mixed 
chara<3er; neither her goodnefs, nor her 
weaknefs, iwr her depravity are piredbmi- 
nant. She has not fufRcient virtue td 
awaken our fympathy for the fufierings of 
innocence, nor fufficient vice to aroufe 
our terror at the punifhment of guilt ; The 
i^eches are oftener the reciolledions of 
pad feelings, than' the ebullitions of im- 
mediate paflions, ftarted by the paffing 
actions of the fcene* Little is made pre-* 
fent to the fpedator's mind, arid of that, 
little, nothing has life. His critique upon 
the tragic poets, of the commencement 
of this century, is, perhaps, in no inftance^ 
more true than it k of hitnfelf. 

From bard to bard the frigid caujtion crept. 
And declamation roar*d whilSsgaffion ficpt ? 
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Yet ftiil did virtue deign the ftage to. tread^ 
iPhilofophy remainM, though nature fled. 

tie has nothing of the fire of Lee, or 
the pathos of Otway. He is more decla- 
matory than Rpwe, and Irene, if poffible, 
is colder than ** Cato.'' There is not^ 
throughout the play, a fingle fituation to 
excite curiofity, and raife a conflict of 
paflions. The fentiments are juft and al- 
ways moral, but feldbm appropriated to 
the character, and generally too philofo- 
phifci His poetical imagery is neither 
ftriking nor abundant. The language in 
which the thoughts are conveyed, is, in 
general, vigorous, accurately polifhed, and 
regularly muficaL It would be difficult 
to feled a paflage in dramatic poetry more 
nobly conceived, or finely expreffed, than 
' the rei^ly of Demetrius to the complaint of 
his friend, that no prod'>;7 from Heaven 
had foretold the (ialamities of Greece, 
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A thoufand horrid prodigies foretold it ; 
^ A feeble government, eluded laws, 
A fa£tious populace, luxurious nobles. 
And all the maladies of finking ftates. 
When public villany, too ftrong for jufticc. 
Shows his bold front, the harbinger of ruin, » 
Can brave Leoritius call for any wonders. 
Which cheats interpret, and which fools regard ? 
When fome neglefted fabric nods beneath 
The weight, of years, and totters to the tempeflr, 
Muft Heaven difpatch die meflengers of lights 
Or wake the dead to warn us. of its fall ? 

As an alloy to the beauties of this paf- 
fage, impartial critieifm is compelled to 
turn to another, which is furely little fhort 
of nonfenfe, and well worthy of a place in 
the treatife of " Scriblerus/* 



Oft have I rag'd, when their wide-waftii)g cannon 
Lay pointed at our batteries, y^t unforn^d^ 
And broke the meditated lines of war. 



Irene may be added to fome other plays 
in our language, which have loll: their 
place in the theatre, but continue to pleafe 
in the clofet. As it is the drama of our 
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great Englifh moralift, the prefeiit writer 
Ihould wifli. to fee it revived. 

Of the poetical compofitions, which are 
known to be of his writing, the Imitations 
of Juvenal are the beft ; and are, perhaps, 
the nobleft imitations »to be found in any 
language. They are not fo clofe as thofe 
done by Pope from Horace, but they are 
infinitely more fpirited and energetic. In 
Pope, the moft peculiar images of Roman 
. life are adapted with Angular addrefs to 
our own* times ; in Johnfon, the fimititude 
is only in general ^paflages, fuitable to e- 
very age in which refinement has degene- 
rated into, depravity. 

His London breathes the true vehement 
contemptuous indignation of Juvenal's fa- 
tire. It is more popular in its fubjed, and 
more animated in its compofition, than his 
Vanity of Human Wljhes. ' It blazes forth 
with the genuine fire of poetry, in the 
livelinefs of its correfpondent allufions, the 
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portion, fcarcely any thing is writtcanow, 
that is not better exprefled than ,wa$ ufual 
before he appeared to lead the national 
tafte. This circumftance is well defcribed 
by Mr. Gourtenay, in his ^ Ppetical Re- 
view j" a performance which Ihow? that h^ 
has caught no mean degree of the expan- 
fion and harx^Qjiy which characSterize the; 
ilyk of Johnfon. 

By nature's gifts drdain'd mankind to rule. 
He like a Titian form'd his brilliant fchool^ 
And taught congenial fpirits to excel, 
While from lus lips imprefSve wifdom fell. 

Among the congenial fpirits *^ who 
formed the fchool of Johnfon," Mr. Cour- 
tenay' celebrates the refpedable names of 
Goldfmith, Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Dr, Bur- 
liey , Mr. Malone, Mr . Steevens,Dr , Hawkef- 
worth. Sir William Jones, and Mr. Bofwell, 
and concludes his defcription in the fol-^ 
lowing animated lines : 



Mot was his energy confin'd alone . 
To frieiids around his philofophic throne ^ 
His infiuence fuide improved our lettered ijlfy 
/^nd lucid vigour mark'd thi general Jiyle ; 
As Nile's proud waves, fwoJn from their oozy bed, 
Firft o'«r the neighboring mead majeftic fpread, 
Till, gathering force, they more and more expan^t 
And with due virtue fertilize the land* 

Among the imitators of Johnfqn's ftyle^ 
^c^hether intentionally, or by the imper- 
ceptible efied:of its jftrength and animation, 
may be reckoned a great prpportion of 
the moft diftinguifhed writers in qur lan- 
guage fince he appeared, Dr, Robertfon^ 
Dr. Blair, Mr. Gibbon, Dr, Leland, Dr, 
Fergufoii, Dr, Kpox, Dr, Stuart, Dr. Parr, 
Dr. Thomfon, Dr. billies, Mr. Macr 
kenzie, and Mr. Chaln^ers, &c. Perhaps 
the moft perfect imitation of Johnfon is a 
profefled one, intituled *■ A Criticifm on 
Gray's Elegy in a Country Church-Yard/' 
faid to be written by Dr. Young, Profeflbr 
pf Greek at Glafgow, It has not only the 
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pofition, fcarcely any thing is writteauQW, 
that is not better exprefled than ,wa5 ufual 
before he appeared to lead the national 
tafte. This circuniftance is well defcribed 
by Mr. Gourtenay, in his ** Poetical Re- 
view ;" a performance which lhow§ that h^ 
has caught no mean degree of the expan- 
fion and hamipny which characSlerize the; 
Ayle of Johnfon. 

By nature's gifts drdain*d mankind to nile. 
He like a Titian form'd his briUiant fchool. 
And taught congenial fpirits to excel. 
While from Hs lips impreffive wifdom fell. 

Among the congenial fpirits ** who 
formed the fchool of Johnfon,'' Mr. Cour- 
tenaj" celebrate? the refpedable names of 
Goldfmith, Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Dr, Bur- 
ney,Mr.Malone,Mr.Steevens,Dr,Hawkef- 
worth. Sir William Jones, and Mr. Bofwell, 
and concludes his defcription in the fol- 
lowing animated lines : 



Nor was his energy confin'd alone 
To frien.ds around his philofophic throne j 
His influence $vide improved our lettered ijle, 
:And lucid vigour marVd the general J{yle ; 
As Nile's proud waves, fwoln from their oozy bed, 
Firft o*cr the neighboring mead majeftic fpread. 
Till, gathering force, they more and more expan^ 
And with due virtue fertilize the land* 

Among the imitators of Johnfpn's ftyle, 
whether intentionally, or by the imper- 
peptible effedof itsftrength and animation, 
may be reckoned a great proportion of 
the moft diftinguiflied writers in qur lan- 
guage fince he appeared, Dr, Robertfon, 
Dr. Blair, Mr. Gibbon, Dr. Leland, Dn 
Fergufpn, Dr, Knox, Dr, Stuart, Dr. Parr, 
Dr. Thpmfon, Dr. Gillies, Mr. Macr 
kenzie, and Mr. Chaln^ers, &c. Perhaps 
the moft perfect imitation of Johnfon is a 
profefled one, intituled ""^A Criticifm on 
Gray's Elegy in a Country Church-Yard," 
faid to be written by Dr. Young, Profeflbr 
pf Greek at Glafgow. It has not only the 
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pofition, fcarcely any thing is writtcanow, 
that is not better exprefled than ,wa5 ufual 
before he appeared to lead the national 
tafte. This circumftance is well defcribed 
by Mr. Gourtenay, in his ** Poetipal Re- 
view ;" a performance which fhow^ that hq 
has cgught no mean degree of the expan- 
fion and harniQjiy which characSlerize the; 
Ayle of Johnfon. 

By nature's gifts ordainM mankind to rule. 
He like a Titian form'd his brilliant fchool. 
And taught congenial fpirits to excel. 
While from Hs lips impreffive wifdom fell. 

Among the congenial fpirits *^ who 
formed the fchool of Johnfon/' Mr. Com-- 
tenay celebrate? the refpedable names of 
Goldfmith, Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Dr, Bur- 
liey, Mr. Malone,Mr. Steevens,I)r, Hawkef- 
worth. Sir William Jones, and Mr. Bofwell, 
and concludes his defcription in the Jfol- 
lowing animated lines : 



Nor was his energy confin'd alone 
To frien.ds around his philofophic throne ^ 
His influence fuUe improved our lettered ijle, 
:And lucid vigour mark'd the general Jiyle ; 
As Nile's proud waves, fwojn from their oozy bed, 
Firft o*er the neighboring mead majeftic fpread. 
Till, gathering force, they more and more expan4* 
And with due virtue fertilize the land# 

Among the imitators of Johnfpn- s ftyle, 
whether intentionally, or by the imper- 
peptible efFedof itsftrength and animation, 
may be reckoned a great proportion of 
the moft diftinguiflied writers in our lan- 
guage fince he appeared, Dr, Robejtfon, 
Dr. Blair, Mr. Gibb6n, Dr, Leland, Dn 
Fergufon, Dr. Knox, Dr, Stuart, Dr. Parr, 
Dr. Thpmfon, Dr. billies, Mr. Macr 
kenzie, and Mr. Chaln^ers, &c. Perhaps 
the moft perfect imitation of Johnfon is a 
profefled one, intituled "A Criticifm on 
Gray's Elegy in a Country Church-Yard,'* 
faid to be written by Dr. Young, Profeflbr 
pf Greek at Glafgow, It has not only the 
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Sf Myrtle, are occafional compofitiO|is, and 
of courfe derive their merit chiefly fyom 
local and temporary circumftanCes. The 
principal art in fuch performances, is to 
make a trifling circumfl:ance poetical or 
witty. In the verfes On the ^prig ofMy-ile^ 
he has very happily fucceeded. The Ant 
miifl: be allowed to be nervous and ele- 
gant. The verfes On the Death (f Stephen 
Grey, are worthy the pen of Pope. 

The Elegy on the Death rf Mr. Levetty 
as it was among the lafl:, fo it is one of the • 
beft of his performances. It is moral, 
pharAderifl:ic, arid pathetic. The follow- 
ing fl:anzas are exquifitely beautiful. 

Yet flill he fills afFedlion's eye, 

Obfcurely wife and coarfely kind ; 
Nor lettered arrogance deny 

This praife to merit unrefin'd. 
When fainting nature call'd for aid, 

And hovering death prepar'd the blow. 
His vigorous remedy difplay'd 

The power of art without the fliow : 
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^ In mifery's darkeft cavern known. 

His ufeful care was ever nigh, 
i Where hopelefs anguifh pour'd his groan. 

And lonely want retired to die. 
No fumttions mock'd by chill delay. 
No petty gain difdain'd by pride ; 
The modeft wants of every day 
The toil of every day fupply'd. 

The concluding lines are exceptionable: 

Death broke at once the vital chains 
And forc'd his foul the neareil way^ 

Since it is the foul which gives life, the 
chain that confines the foul is coporeal : 
The vital c\i2iin cannot be faid, with pro- 
priety, to be broken by death, Johnfon 
would not have forgiven an error of this 
kind in Gray, 

Of his remaining pieces, fome are mere 
impromptus, which were never intended 
for the public eye, and others were the 
fuggeftions of temporary incidents. Many 
of them are fprightly and elegant, and may 
be read with pleafure; but they require 
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no diftind enumeration, or particular cri-- 
ticifm. 

Among our Englifh poets,, it is no un- 
pleafant refledion to be able to find fo 
many elegant writers of Latin verfe ; in 
the firfl rank of which, Johufon ftands very' 
.high, Jonfon, Cralhaw, Cowley, May, 
Milton, Marvel, Addifon, Gray, Smart, 
Warton, and Johnfon, are fuch writers of 
Latin verfe, as any country might with 
juftice be proud to own, Johnfon was e- 
minently Ikilled in the Latin tongue, and 
ftrongly attached to the cultivation of La- 
tin poetry. The firft fruits of his genius 
were compofitions in Latin verfe. Hi» 
tranflation of the Mejiah, gained him re- 
putation in the college in which it was 
written, and was approved by Pope. Vir- 
gil feems to have been his model for lan-^ 
guage and verfification. He has copied 
the varied paufes of his verfe, the length 
of his periods, the peculiar grace of his 
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CXpreflions, and his majeftic dignity, witli 
confiderable fuccefs. But his compofition 
is fometimes unclaflical and incorre^. 
The moft exceptionable line is the firft'; 
tqllere concentum^ if allowable, is furely an 
awkward phrafe for " begin the fong/' 
His O^es^ particularly, the Ode Incbkenneth^. 
Ode in the IJle of Sky, and that to Mrs. 
Tbrale^ from the fame place, are eafy, ele- 
gant, and poetical. They unite clallical 
language, tender fentiment, and harmoni- 
ous verfe. His poem, Tm6i c&uvrovy is ner- 
vous and energetic. ^ His Epitaphs are di- 
ftinguifhed by claffical elegance and ner- 
vous fimplicity. Thofe on Goldfmitb and 
^brale feem the beft. His Epigrams are, in 
general, neat and pointed. In the Antho- 
logia, we admire fometimes a happy imita- 
tion, and fpmetimes regret inelegant ex- 
preffions. 

For obvious reafons, his Latin pieces, 
though excellent in their kind, can never 
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acquire the popularity of the Englifh^ 
Thofe who read with pleafure the Latin 
clafGcs, fee their inferiority; to others, 
they are unin,terefting and uninteUigible^^ 
" The deUght which they afford ;'' to ufe 
his own words, in criticifing the Latin 
poetry of Milton, " is rather by the ex- 
quifite imitation of the ancient writers, 
by the purity of the diction, and the har- 
mony of the numbers, than by any power 
of invention, or vigour of fentiment." 
This charader will generally fuit our mo- 
dern Latin poetry ; for if we except that 
noble ode of Gray's, written at the Grande . 
Chart reufe, and fome few others, there 
are not many of the Poemata Anglorum, 
that contain much " power of invention, 
or vigour of fentiment/' 

Upon the whole, the various productions 
of Johnfon Ihow a life fpent in ftudy and 
meditation. It may be fairly allowed, as 
he ufed to fay of himfelf, that he has. writ'- 
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ten his /bare. His oddities and infirmities 
in common life, will, after a while, be 
overlooked and forgotten ; but his writ- 
ings will remain a monument of his ge- 
nius and learning ; ftill more and more 
ftudied and admired, while Britons fhall 
continue to be characterized by a love of 
elegance and fublimity, of good fenfe and 
virtue* In the works of Johnfon, the 
reader will find a perpetual fource of plea- 
fure and inftruftion. With due precau-r 
tion, men may learn to give to their ftyle, 
elegance, harmony, and precifion ; they 
may be taught to think with vigour and 
perfpicuity ; and all, by a diligent attention 
to his "writings, may advance in virtue. 

The charader of Johnfon, as given by 
Mr. Bofwell in the conclufion of his work, 
is delineated with a mafterly pencil. The 
drawing appears to be fufEciently accurate, 
the light and fhadc well diftributed, and 
the colouring very little overcharged or 
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heighteried ; though k favourable likeiiefsf 
•was perhaps in fome degree intended, aS 
far as might feem confiftent with the truth 
of refemblance, and no farther. 

" His figure was large and well-formed^ 
and his countenance of the caft of an an- 
cient llatue ; yet his appearance was ren- 
dered ftrange and fomewhat uncouth, by 
convulfive cramps, by the fears of that difr^ 
temper which it was once imagined the 
royal touch could cure, and by a flayehly 
mode of drefs. He had the ufe only of one 
eye ; yet fo much does mind govern, and 
even fupply the deficiency of organs, that* 
his vifual perceptions, as far as they ex- 
tended, were uncommonly quick and ac- 
curate. So morbid was his temperament, 
that he never knew the natural joy of ^ 
free and vigorous ufe of his limbs : when 
he walked, it was like the ftruggling gait 
Qf one in fetters > when he rode, he hstd 
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no command or ditedion of his horfe, but 
was carried as if in a balloon. That, 
with his conftitution and habits of life, he 
fhould have Jived feventy-five years, is a 
proof that an inherent vivida vis is a power- 
ful prefervative of the human frame. 

" Man is in general made up of contra- 
didory qualities, and thefe will ever fhow 
themfelves in llrange fucceffion, where a 
, eonfiftency, in appearance at leaft, if not in 
teality, has not been attained by long ha- 
bits of philofophical difcipline. In propor- 
tion to the native vigour of the mind, the 
contradidory qualities will be the more 
prominent, and more difficult to be adjuft- 
ed ; and therefore we are not to wonder, 
that Johnfon exhibited an eminent ex- 
ample of this remark which I have made 
upon human nature. At different times 
he feemed a different man, in fome re- 
fpeds ; not, however, in any great or ef- 
fential article, upon which he had fully em- ' 
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ployed his mind, a»d fettled certain prin- 
ciples of duty, but only in his manners, 
and in difplays of argument and fancy in 
lii& talk* He was prone to fuperftition, but 
not to credulity. Though his imagination 
might incline him to a belief of the mar* 
vellous and the myfterious, his vigorous 
reafon examined the evidence with jeatou- 
fy. He was a fincere and zealous Chrif-^ 
tian, of high church of England and mo- 
narchical principles, which he would not 
tamely fuffer to be queftioned; andha4, 
perhaps, at an early period, narrowed his 
mind fomewhat too much, both as to reli* 
' gion and politics. His being impfefled with 
the danger of extreme latitude in either, 
though he was of a very independent fpirit, 
occafioned his appearing fomewhat im&- 
vourable to the prevalence of that noble 
freedom of fentiment which is the beft pof- 
feflion of man. Nor can it be denied, that 
he had many prejudices; which, however. 
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frequently fuggefted many of his pointed 
iayings, that rather fhow a playfubiefs of 
fancy, than any fettled malignity. He was 
ftcady and inflexible in maintaining the ob- 
ligations of religion and morality, both 
from a regard for the order of fociety, and 
from a veneration for. the Great Source of 
all order ; corred, nay flem in his taue ; 
hard to pleafe, and eafily offended ; impe- 
tuous and irritable in his temper, but of a 
moll humane and benevolent heart, which 
fliowed itfelf not only in a moft liberal cha- 
rity, as far as his circumflances would al- 
low, but in a thoufand inftances of adive 
benevolence. He was afflidled with a bo- 
dily difeafe which made him reftlefs and 
fretful, and with a conftitutional melancho- 
ly^ the clouds of which darkened the bright- 
nefs of his fancy, and gave a gloomy caft 
to his whole courfe of thinking : we there- 
fore ought not to wonder at his Tallies of 
impatience and paffion at any time, efpe- 
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cially when provoked by obtrufive igno-' 
ranee, or prefuming petulance ; and allow-^ 
anCe ihuft be made for his uttering hafty 
and fatirical Tallies, even againft his beft 
friends. And furely, when it is confider-^ 
ed, that " amidft ficknefs and forrow,*' 
he exerted his faculties in fo many works 
for the benefit of mankind, and particu-^ 
larly that he achieved the great and admir-* 
able Dictionary of our language, we muft 
be aftonifhed at his refolution. The fo-^ 
leilin text of " him to whom much is giv- 
en, much will be required^** feems to have 
been ever prefent to . his mind in a rigor- 
ous fenfe^ and to have made him diflatisfied 
with his labours and ads of goodiiefs, how* 
ever comparatively great ; fo that the un- 
avoidable confcioufnefs of his fuperiority 
was in that refped: a caufe of difquiet. He 
fufFered fo much from ,this, and from the 
gloom which perpetually haunted him, and 
made folitude frightful, that it may be faid 
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of him, " If in this life only he had hope/ 
he was of all men moft miferable." He 
loved praife when it was brought to him ; 
, but was too proud to feek for it. He was 
fomewhat fufceptible of flattery. As he 
was general and unconfined in his fludies, 
he cannot be confidered as matter of any 
one particular fcience ; but he had accu- 
mulated a vaft and various coUedion of 
learning and knowledge, which was fo ar- 
ranged in his mind, as to be ever in rea- 
dinefs to be brought forth. But his fupe- 
riority over other learned men confifted 
chiefly in what may be called the art of 
thinking, the art of uiing his mind ; a cer-r 
. tain continual power of feizing the ufeful 
fubftance of all that he knew, and exhibit- 
ing it in a clear and forcible manner ; fo 
that knowledge which we often fee to be 
no better than lumber in men of dull un- 
derfl:anding, was in him true, evident, and 
jifiual wifdom; His moral precepts are 
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pradHcal ; for they are dratm from an in- 
timate acquaintance with human nature. 
Hij> maxims carry convidHon ; for they are 
founded on the bafis of common fenfe. His 
mind was fo full of imagery, that he might 
have been perpetually a poet ; yet it is re- 
markable, that however rich his profe is in 
that refpeft, the poetical pieces which he' 
wrote were in general not fo, but rather 
ftrong fentiment and acute obfervation^ 
conveyed in good verfe, particularly in he- 
roic couplets. Though ufuallj^ grave, and 
even awful in his deportment, he poflfefl?- 
cd uncommon and peculiar powers of wit 
and humour : he frequently indulged him- 
felf in colloquial pleafantry ; and the hearti- 
eft merriment was often enjoyed in his 
company ; with this great advantage, that 
as it was entirely free from any poifonous 
" tinfture of vice or impiety, it was falutary. 
to thofe who fhared in it. He had accuf- 
tomed himfelf to fuch accuracy in his com- 
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moa converfation, that be at all times de- 
livered himfelf with a force, choice, and 
elegance of exprefSonrthe effed of which 
was aided by his having a loud voice, and 
a flow and deliberate utterance. He unit- 
ed a moft logical head with a moft fertile 
imagination, which gave him an cxtraordi- 
^nary advantage in arguing ; for he could 
xeafon clofe or wide, as he faw beft for the 
moment. Exulting in his intelleiiual 
jlrength and dexterity, he could, when he 
pleafed, be the greateft fophifl; that ever 
contended in the lifts of declamation ; and 
from a fpiritof contradidion, and a delight 
in fhowing his powers, he would often 
maintain the wrong fide with equal warmth 
and ingenuity : fo that when there was an 
audience, his real opinions could feldom be 
gathered from hi« talk ; though when he 
was in company with a fingle friend, he 
would difcufs a fubjed with genuine fair- 
nefs. But he was too confcientious to make 
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error permanent and pernicious, by deli«« 
berately writing it; and in all his nu|ne- 
rous works, he earneflly inculcated what 
appeared to him to be the truth. His pie- 
ty was conftant, and was the ruling princi- 
ple of all his condud: J and the more we 
confider his charader, we fhall be the more 
difpofed to regard hirti with admiration 
and reverence." 

His character, as given by Mrs. Piozzi in 
her " Anecdotes," is drawn with fpirit and 
propriety, though fomewhat lefs favour- 
ably. 

** His ftature was remarkably high, and 
his hmbs exceedingly large : his ftrength 
was, more than common, I believe, and his 
adivity had been greater, I have heard,thau 
fuch a form gave one reafon to exped : his 
features were ftrongly marked, and his coun- 
tenance particularly rugged; though the 
original complexion had certainly beeii fair, 
a circumftance fomewhat unufual, his figlit 
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was near, and otherwife imperfed ; yet his 
eyes, though of a light-gray colour, were fo 
wild, fo piercing, and at times fo . fierce, 
that fear was, I believe, the firfl emotion in 
the hearts of all his bdiolders. His mind 
was fo comprehenfive, that no language but 
^at he ufed could have exprefled its con- 
tents ; and fo ponderous was his language, 
that fentiments lefs lofty and lefs folid th&n 
his were, would have been encumbefed, . 
not adorned by it. 

" Mr. Johnfon was not intentionally, 
however, a pompous converfer : and though 
he was accufed of ufing big words, as they 
are called, it was only when little ones could 
not exprefs his meaning as clearly, or when, 
perhaps, the elevation of the thought would 
have been difgraced by a drefs lefs fuperb; 
He ufed to fay, *' that the fize of a man's 
underftaading might always be juftly mea- 
sured by his mirth ;?* and his own was ne*^ 
yer contemptibk* ^ He would laugh at a 
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ftroke t>f genuine humour, or fuddt^i fally 
of odd abfurdity, as heartily and freely as I 
ever yet fawany man ; and though the jeii 
iras often fudi as few felt beiides himfelf, 
yet his laugh was irreftftible, and wqis ob- 
lerred iromediately to prdduce that of the 
company^ not merely from the notion that 
it was propor to laugh when he did, bn« 
purely out of want of power to forbear it. 
TAt wa$ no oiemy to fplendour of apparel, 
or pomp of equipage. " Life/* he would 
fay^ ** is barren enough, fiirely, with all her 
trappings; let us therefore be cautious how 
weftriphar/' 

** Qi Mn Johnfon*s erudition the worM 
has been the judge; and we who produce 
<8kdt a fcore of hiis fayings^ as proofs of that 
wit whidk in him was ineshatdHible, re^ 
fembie tnveliers, who, having vilked Delhi 
<»*Golconda, bring home «u:h a handftd 
«f oriental pearl, to evince the riches df 
<he Great Mogul. 



" As his purfe wis ever open to alin$-» 
giving, fo was hishiart tendet tothofe wlifi 
wanted relief, and his foul fttfc^ptihte.^ 
gratitude, and df every kind impreiSoBi 
yet, though he had refined his knSkilkpj^ 
he had not endangered his quiet, by ebcoi^ 
raging in hinafelf a folicitude about trifles^ 
which he treated with the coatemjpt.thi^^f' 
deferve. 

" Mr, Johnfon had a roughnefs in lai 
manner, which fubdued th^ fancy, «q4 
terrified the meek : this was^ when I fcfie^ 
him, the prominent part of a chars:«£|ef 
which few durft venture to approach fb 
nearly, and which was for that' reafbn in 
many refpeds grofsly and frequently mi^ 
taken; and it was, perhaps, peculiar tp 
him, that the lofty confcioufnefs of his owft 
fuperiority, which animated his looks, and 
raifed his voice in converfation, caft like^ 
wife an impenetrable veil over him whin 
he faid nothing. His talk, thereof e» had 
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commonly the complexion of arrogance, 
his filence of fupercilioufnefs. He was, 
however, feldom inclined to be filent when 
any moral or literary queftion was ftarted ; 
and it was on fuch occalions that, like the 
fage in Raffelat, he fpoke, and attention 
watched his lips ; he reafoned, and convic- 
tion clofed his periods. If poetry was talk- 
ed of, his quotations were the readied ; and 
had he not been eminent for more folid 
and brilliant qualities, mankind would have 
United to extol his extraordinary memory. 
His manner of repeating deferves to be de- 
fcribed, though, at the fame time, it de- 
feats all power of defcription ; but whoever 
once heard him repeat an ode of Horace, 
would be long before they could endure to 
hear it repeated by another. 
- '' His equity in giving the chafader of 
living acquaintance, ought not, undoubt- 
edly, to be omitted in his own, whence par- 
tiality and prejudice were tQtally excluded;! 
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and truth alone prefided in his tongue ; a 
fteadinefs of condud the more to be com- 
mended, as no man had ftronger likings or 
averfions. His veracity was, indeed, from 
the moft trivial to the moll folemn occa- 
fions, ftrid, even to feverity ; he fcorned to 
embellifh a flory with fictitious circumftan- 
ces, which (he ufed to fay), took off from 
its real value. ** A ftory,'* fays Johnfon, 
" fhould be a fpecimen of life and man- 
ners ; but if the furrounding circumftances 
are falfe, as it is no more a reprefentation 
of reality, it is no longer worthy our atten- 
tion." 

" For the reft— That beneficence which,^ 
during his life, increafedthe comforts of fo 
many, may, after his death, be, perhaps, 
ungratefully forgotten; but that piety which 
didated the ferious papers in the Rambler^ 
will be for ever remembered, for ever, I 
think, revered. That ample repofitory of 
religious truth, moral wifdom, and accu- 
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itte criticifm, breathes, indeed, the genu- 
iiie emanations of its great author's mind^ 
expireiled, too, in a ftyle fo natural to him, 
And fo much like his common mode of 
converfing, that I was my felf but little a- 
ftoiiiflied, when he told me that he had 
fcarcely read over one of thofe inimitable 
eflays before they went to the prefs. 

** I will add one or two peculiarities 
more : Though at an immeafurable dif- 
tanCe from content in the contemplation 
of his own uncouth form and figure, he did 
not like another man much the lefs for be- 
ing a coxcomb. Though a man of obfcure 
birth himfelf, his partiality to people of fa- 
mily was vifibleon every occafion ; his zeal 
fot fubordination warm even to bigotry ; 
his hatred to innovation:, and reverence for 
the old feudal times, apparent, whenever 
^nf poffible manner of fliowing them oc- 
curred. I have fpoken of his piety, his 
charity, and his truth, the enlargement of 
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\m hearty an4 the deHcacy of his feati^ 
ments; and when I fearch for ihadow ta 
my portrait, none can I find but what was 
formed by pride, differently modified as dif» 
ferent occafions Ihowed it ; yet never was 
pride fo purified as Johnfon*s,at once from 
meannefs and from vanity. The mind of 
this man was, indeed, expandjed beyond the 
common limit« of human nature, and flor- 
ed with fuch variety of knowledge, that I 
ufed to think it refembled a royal j^ea*- 
fure-ground, where every plant, of every 
name and nation, flourilhed in the full per- 
feflion of their powers, and where, though 
lofty woods and falling catarads firfl caught 
the eye, and fixed the earliefl attention of 
beholders, yet neither the trim parterre, 
nor the pleafing Ihrubbery, nor even the 
antiquated evergreens, were denied a place 
in fome fit corner of the happy valley/' 

His charader, as given by Dr. Towers, 
in his " Eflay," appears to have been writ- 
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teri under no impreffions of prepoffefllon or* 
prejudice, and exhibits a very commend- 
able degree of candour, impartiality, and "^ 
precifion. 

" He poflefled extraordinary powers of 
underftanding, which were much cultivat- 
ed by ftudy, and ftill more by meditation 
and refledion. His rnemory was remark- 
ably retentive, his imagination Uncommon- 
ly vigorous, and his judgment keen and pe-» 
netrating. He had a ftrong fenfe of the 
importance of religion ; his piety was fin- 
cere, and fometimes ardent ; and his zeal 
for the interefts of virtue was often mani- 
fefted in his converfation and in his writ- 
ings. The fame energy which was difplay- 
ed in his literary produdions, was exhibit- 
ed alfo in his converfation, which was vari- 
ous, ftriking, and inftrudive ; and, per- 
haps, no man ever equalled him for ner- 
vous and pointed repartees. 
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" The great originality which fometinies 
appeared in his conceptions, and the per- 
fpicuity and force with which he deUvered 
them, greatly enhanced the value of his 
converfation ; and the remarks that he de- 
livered, received additional weight from the 
flrength of his voice, and the folemnity of 
his manner. He was confcious of his own 
fuperiority ; and when in company with 
literary men, or with thofe with whom 
there was any pollibility of rivalfhip or 
competition, this confcioufnefs was too ap- 
parent. With inferiors, and thofe who^ 
readily admitted all his claims, he was often 
mild and agreeable ; but to others, fuch was 
often the arrogance of his manners, that 
the enduranqe of it required no ordinary 
degree of patience. He was very dexterous 
at argumentation ; ^nd when his reafoh- 
ings were not folid, they were at leaft art- 
ful and plaufible. His retorts were fo 
powerful, that his friends and acquaint- 
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ancc were generally cautious of entering 
the lifts againft him ; and the ready acqui- 
cfcence of thofe with whom he aflbciated> 
in his opinions and aflertions, probably ren-^ 
dered him more dogmatic than he might 
otherwife have been. With thofe, how- 
ever, with whom he lived, and with whonci 
he was familiar, he was fometimes cheerful 
and fprightly, and fometimes indulged him- 
felf in fallies of wit and pleafantry. He 
fpent much of his time, efpecially his lat- 
ter years, in converfation, and feems to 
have had fuch an averfion to being left 
without company, as was fometimes ex* 
traordinary in a man poffefled of fuch in- 
telledual powers^ and whofe underftanding 
had been fa highly cultivated^ 

" He fometimes difcovered much impe- 
tuofity of temper, and was too ready to take 
offence at others ; but when conceflions 
were made, he was eafily appeafed. Fdr 
thofe fvom whom he had received kind^ 
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nefs in the earlier part of his life, he fe6n> 
ed ever to retain a particular regard, and 
manifefted much gratitude towards thofe 
by whom he had at any time been bene- 
fited. He was foon offended with pert- 
nefs or ignorance ; but he fometimes feem- 
ed to be confcious of having anfweVed the 
queflions of others with too much rough- 
nefs, and w^s then defirous to difcover 
, more gentlenefs of temper, and to com- 
municate information with more fuavity 
of manners. When hot under the influ- 
ence of pcrfonal pique^ of pride, or of reli- 
gious or political prejudices, he feems to 
have had great ardour of benevolence ; and, 
pn fome occafions, he gave fignal proofs of 
generofity and humanity. 

" He was naturally melancholy^ and his 
views of human life appear to have been 
habitually gloomy. This appears from his 
RaJfelaSy and in many paflages of his writ- 
ings. It was alfo ja ftriking part of the cha-« 
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rader of Johnfon, that with powers of 
mind that did honour to human nature, he 
had weakncfTes and prejudices that feemed 
fuited only to the loweft of the fpecies* His 
piety was ftrongly tindured with fuperfti- 
tion; and Ve are aftoniflied to find the aur 
thor of the Rambler exprefling ferious con-> 
cem, becaufe he had put milk into his tea 
on a Good-Friday. His cuftom of pray* 
ing for the dead, though unfupported by 
reafon or by Scripture, was a lefs irration^ 
al fuperftition. Indeed, one of the great 
features of Johnfon's charader, was a de-- 
gree of bigotry, both in politics and in re- 
ligion, which is now feldom to be met with 
in perfons of a; cultivated underftanding* 
Few other men could have been found in 
the prefent age, whofe political bigotry 
would have led them to ftyle the celebrated 
John Hampden *' the zealot of rebellion;'' 
and the religious bigotry of the man, who> 
when^t Edinburgh, would hot go to hear 
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Dr. Robertfon preach, becaufe he would 
not be prefent at a Prefbyterian affembly, 
is not eafily to be paralleled in this age and 
in this country. His habitual incredulity 
with refpedt to fads, of which there was no 
reafonable ground for doubt, as ftated by 
Mrs, Piozzi, ancf which was remarked by 
Hogarth, was alfo a fingular trait in his 
character, and efpecially when contrary to 
his fuperftitious credulity on bther occa- 
fions. To the clofe of life he was not 
only occupied in forming fchemes of reli? 
gious reformation ; but, even to a very late 
period of it, he feems to have been folici- 
tous to apply himfelf to ftudy with renew- 
ed diligence and vigour. It is remarkable, 
that in his lixty-fourth year, he attempted 
to learn the low Dutch language ; and in 
his fixty-feventh year he made a refplutipn 
to apply himfelf vigoroufly to ftudy, parti- 
cularly the Greek and Italian tongues. 

Siij 
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ff Tl^e faults and the foibles of Johnfon, 
^whatever they were, aire now defgended with 
hinj to the graves but hi^ yirtues fliould be 
t]be pbjed of our imitation- pis works,, 
yith all their defers, are a paqft valuable; 
and important accefEpn to the literature of 
England. His political writings will pro- 
bably be little read on any other account^ 
than for the dignity and energy pf his llyle i 
but hi? Didionary, his Moral Eflays, and 
his produdioijs in polite literature, "will 
convey ufeful inftrudion and elegant en- 
tertainment, as long as the language in, 
which they are written fliall b^ underftood^ 
and give him a jull claim to a diftinguifbed 
rank among the beil and ableft yrriters 
that England has produced/' 

The eftimate of his literary charadler 
^iyen by Mr. Murphy in his " Eflay,? is, 
with a very few exceptions, fair, candid, 
and juft. He fometimes admits his errors, 
and fometimes endeavours to apologize for, 
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tibiem. His comparifon between Johnfon 
and Addifon is excellent; and, though long, 
is of too much value to be withheld.. 

" Like Milton and Addifgn, Dr. John- 
fon feems to have been fo^d of his |L,atiu 
poetry. Thofe compofitipns fhow that he 
was an early fcholar ; but his yerfes. have 
not the graceful eafe that gave fg xnnch 
fuavity to the poems of Addifon, Th<? 
tranflation of the Mefliah labours under 
two difadvantages j it is firfj: *to he pomr 
pared with Pope's jninjit^ble performance, 
and afterwards 'Vjrith the Pqllio of Virgil. 
It mgy Appear tfifling to remark, that he 
has inade the letter 0^ i|i the word Virgo^ 
long aud fhort in the fame Jine ; Firgo, Virgq 
partt. But the tranflation has great ijierit, 
and fome admirable lines-. In the Ode^ 
there is s^ fweet flexibility, particularly To 
pis Worthy Friend Dr. Laurencf, on Hipiffelf 
qt tpc Tbtatre^ March §r 177?, the Od( in 
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the Ifle of Sky, and that to Mrs. Tkrak^ 
fron^ the fame place. 

" His Englifh poetry is fuch as leaves 
room to think, if he had devoted himfelf 
to the Mufes, that he would have been the 
rival of Pope- His firft produdtion in this 
kind was London^ a poem, in imitation of 
the third fatire of Juvenal. The vices of 
the metropolis are placed in the room of 
ancient manners. The author had heated 
his mind with the ardour of Juvenal; and, 
having the fkill to polilh his numbers, he 
became afharp acciifer of the times. The 
Vanity of Human Wijhes is an imitation of 
the tenth fatire of the fame author. Though 
it is tranflated by Dryden, Johnfon's imita- 
tion approaches neareft to the fpirit of th^ 
original. .' 

" What Johnfon has faid of the Tragedy 
of Cato, may be applied to^ Irene: " It is 
father a poem in dialogue than a drama ; 
rather a fucceffion of juft fentiments inele- 
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gant language, than a reprefentation of na-* 
tural afFedions. Nothing excites or af- 
fuages emotion. The events are expelled 
v^ithout folicitude, and are remembered 
without joy or forrow. Of the agents we 
hjtve no care ; we confider not what they 
are doing, nor what they are fuffering; 
we wifh only to know what they have to 
iky- It is unafFefting elegance, and chill 
philofophy. 

** The prologue to Irene is written with 
elegance, and, in a peculiar ftrain, Ihows 
the literary pride and lofty fpirit of the 
author. The epilogue; we are told in a late 
publication, was written by Sir William 
Yonge. This is a new difcovery, but by 
no means probable. When the append- 
ages to a dramatic performance are not af- 
ligned to a friend, or an unknown hand, or 
a perfon of fafhion, they are always fup- 
pofed to be written by the author of the 
play. It is to be wifhed^ however, that the 
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epilogue in queflioti could t>e transferred to 
any other writer. It is the worft Jeu d^ 
Efpnt that ever fell from. Johnfon's pen. 

" Of his ^Mifcellaneous TraSis and Philolo^ 
gical Dijfertationsy it will fuffice to fay, they 
are the produdHons of a man who never 
wanted decorations of language, and always 
taught his reader to think. The Life of 
the late King df Pruffia^^ far as it extends, 
is a model of the biographical ftyle. ITie 
review of the >* Origin of Evil/* was, per- 
haps, written with afperity j but the angry 
epitaph, which it provoked from Soame 
Jenyns, was an iU-timed ref?ntment, un- 
worthy of the genius of that amiable author. 

" The Rambler may be con0dered as 
Johnfon's great work. It was the bafis of 
that high reputation which went on increaf- 
ing to the end of his d^ys. In t^his collect 
tion, Johnfon is the great moral teacher of 
his countrymen ; his eflays form a body of 
pfhics i the obfervations on lif? ajid man^ 
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Eters are acute and inftrudive ; and the pa- 
pers, profefTedly critical, ferve to promote 
the caufe of literature. It muft, however, 
be acknowledged, that a fettled gloom hangs 
over the author's mind ; and all the eflays, 
except eight or ten, coming from the fame 
fountain-head, no wonder that they, have 
the racinefs of the foil from which they 
iprung. Of this uniformity Johnfon was 
fenfible. He ufed to fay, that if he had 
joined a friend or two, who would have 
been able to intermix papers of a fpright- 
ly turn, the coUedion would have been 
more mifcellaneous, and by confequence, 
more agreeable to the generality of readers. 
" It is remarkable that the pomp of dic- 
tion, which has been objeded to Johnfon, 
was firft aflumed in the Rambler. His 
piSlionary was going on at the fame time ; 
and in the courfe of that work, as he grew 
fgmiliar with technical and fcholajlic words, 
Jje thought that the bulk of his readers 
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^ere equally learned, or at leaft would ad- 
mire the fplendour and dignity of the ftyle. 
And yet it is well known, thkt he praifed 
in Cowley the eafe and unaffeded ftruc- 
ture of the fentences. Cowley may be pla- 
ced at the head of thofe who cultivated a 
clear and natural ftyle. Dryden, Tillotfon, 
and Sir William Temple followed. Addi- 
fon, Swift, and Pope, with more corred- 
nefs, carried our language well nigh to per- 
fedion. Of Addifon, Johnfon was ufed 
to fay, he is the Raphael of eflay writers. 
How he differed fo widely from fuch ele- 
gant models, is a problem not to be folved, 
unlefs it be true that he took an early tinc- 
ture from the writers of the laft century, 
particularly Sir Thomas Brown.-^Hence 
the peculiarities of his ftyle, new combina- 
tions, fentences of an unufual ftrudure, and 
words derived from the learned languages. 
His own account of the matter is, ** when 
common words were lefs pleafing to the ear^ 
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or lefs diftin(9: in their fignification^ I h,^ 
miliarized the terms of philofophy, by ap^ 
plying them to popular ideas." But he 
forgot the obfervation of Dryden : If too 
many foreign words are poured in upon us^ it 
looks as if they were dejigned, not to ajjijl the 
natives^ but to conquer them. There is, it 
muft be admitted, a fwell of language, of- 
ten out of all proportion to the fentiment ; , 
but there is, in general, a fulnefs of mind, 
and the thought feems to expand with the 
found of the words. Determined to dif- 
card colloquial barbarifms and licentious 
idioms, he forgot the elegant fimplicity that 
diftinguifties the writing's of Addifon. He 
had what Locke calls a round-about view 
of his fubje6t ; and, though he was never 
tainted like many modem wits, with the 
ambition of fhining in the paradox, he may 
. be fairly called an original thinker. His 
reading was extenfive. He treafured in his 
mind whatever was worthy of notice \ but 
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he added to it from his own meditation. 
He colledted, qua reconderetj aStaque prome* 
rtt. Addifon was not fo profound a think- 
. er. He was born to write, converfe, and 
live with eafe ; and he found, an early pa- 
tron in Lord Somers. He depended, how- 
ever, more upon a fine tafte, than the vi- 
gour of his mind. His Latin poetry fliows, 
that he relifhed, w^th a juft feledion, all 
the refined and delicate beauties of the Ro- 
man claflics; and when he cultivated his 
native language, no wonder that he form- 
ed that graceful ftyle, which has been fo 
juftly admired ; fimple, yet elegant ; adorn- 
ed, yet never over-wrought ; rich in illu- 
fion, yet pure and perfpicuous ; correct, 
without labour; and, though fometimes de- 
ficient in ftrength, yet always mufical. 
His eflays, in general, are on the furface 
of life ; if ever original, it was in pieces of 
humour. Sir Roger de Coverly, and the 
Tory Fox-hunter, need not be mentioned^ 
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Johnfon had a fund of humour, but he did^ 
not know it ; nor was he willing to defcend 
to the familiar idiom, and the variety of 
didion which that mode of compofition re- 
quired. The letter, in the Rambler^ No* 
12. from a young girl that wants a place, 
will illuftrate this obfervation. Addifon 
poflefled an unclouded imagination, alive to 
the firft objeds of nature and of art. He 
reaches the fublime without any apparent 
effort. When he tells us, ** if We confider 
the fixed ftars as fo many oceans of flame, 
that are each of them attended with a dif- 
ferent fet of planets; if we flill difcover 
new firmaments and new lights, that are 
funk further in thofe unfathomable depths 
, of aether, we are loft in a labyrinth of funs 
and worlds, and confounded with the mag- 
nificence and immenfity of nature;*' he 
eafe with which this paflTage rifes to an un- 
affeded grandeur, is the fecret charm that 
captivates the reader. Johnfon is always 
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lofty ; he feems to ufe Dry den's phrale, tdf 
be o'er informed with meaning, and his 
words do not ^fear to himfelf adequate to 
his conception. He moves in ftate, and 
his. periods are always harmonious. His 
0riemai-~7^zla^ are in the .true ftyk of eaft- 
. em magnificeiice, and yet none of them 
ire fo much admired as the vifions of Mirza. 
Ift inatters of criticiftn, Johnfon is never ^ 
the echo of preceding writers. He thinks 
and decides for himfelf If we except the 
Eilays on the pleafures of imaginatipn, Ad- . 
difon cannot be bailed a philofophic^l cri-, 
tic. His moral Eflays are beautiful ; but 
in that province nothing can expeed the 
Rambler ; though Johnfon ufed to fay, that 
the eflay on the burdens of mankind (in 
the Spedlator, No- 558) was the moft ex- 
quifite he had ever read. . Talking of hifti- 
felf, Johnfon faid, " Topham Beauclerk, 
has wit,, and every thing comes from :him' 
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with cafe ; bUtwhenlfay a goodthing,lfeeni, 
to labour." When we compare him with 
Addifon, the contrail is liill ftrdnger. Ad- 
difon lends grace and ornament to truth ; 
Johnfon gives it forcf ,;and energy. Ad- 
difon makes virtue amiable ; Johnfon re- 
prefents it as an awful duty. Addifon in:* 
finuates himfelf with an air of modefty ; 
Johnfon commands like a dicStator ; but a 
didator in his fplendid robes, not labour- 
ing at .his plough. Addifon is the Jupiter 
of Virgil, with placid ferenity talking to 
Venus : 

" Vultu, quo ccelum tempeftatefque fsrenat." 

Johrlfon is Jupiter tonans : he darts his 
lightning, and rolls his thunder, in the 
caufe of virtue and piety. The language 
feeilis to fall fhort of his ideas \ he pours 
along, familiarifing the terms of philofo^ 
phy with bold inverfions and fonorous pe- . 
riods ; but we may apply to him what 

T 



[290 r 

Popehasfaidof Hom^r: " It is the fentiraent 
that fwells and fills out the didion, which 
rifes with it, and forms itfelf about it j 
like glafs in the furnace, which growis to 
a greater magnitude^ as the breath within 
is more powerful, and the heat more in- 
tenfe." 

" The eflays written by Johnfon in the 
** Adventurer,** may be called a continu- 
ation of the Rambler* The Idler ^ in order 
to be confiftent with the afTumed charac- 
ter, is written with abated vigour, in a ftyle 
of eafe and unlaboftred elegance. It ik 
the Odyfley after the Iliad. Intenfe think- 
ing would not become the Idler. The 
firft number prefents a well-drawn pdr- 
trait of an idler ; and from that charadet 
no deviation could be made. According- 
ly Johnfon forgets his auftere manner, and 
plays us into fenfe. He ftill continues his 
ledhires on human life ; but he adverts to 
common occurrences, and is often content 
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with the topic of thef day. This account 
of the Idler may be clofed, after dbferving, 
that the author's mother being buried on 
the 23d of January 1759, there is an ad- 
mirable paper, occafioned by that event, 
on Saturday the 27th of thef fanie montK 
No. 41 - The reader, if he pleafes, may 
.compare it with another fine paper in the 
Rambler, ^o. ^i^ on the convi<Sion that 
iufhes on the mind at the bed of a dying 
friend. 

*^ Rajfelas;' fays Sir John Hawkins, " is 
a fpecinien of our language fcarcely to be 
paralleled j it is written in a ftyle refined 
. to a degree of immaculate purity, a;nd dif- 
Jxlays the whole force of /^^rg-/^ eloquence.*' 
One cannot btit fmile at this encomium: 
Raflfelas is undoubtedly both elegant and 
fuWime. It is a view of huma;ri life, difplay- 
^d, it mull be owned, in glooniy colours. 
The author's natural melancholy, depref- 
fed at the time by the approaching diflblu- 
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tioti of his mother, darkened the pidurB* 
A tale that fliould keep curiofity awake 
by the artifice of unexpedbed incidents^ 
^as not the defign of a mind pregnant 
with better things. He who reads the 
heads of the chapters, will find that it is 
not a courfe of adventures that invites 
him" forward, but a difcuffion of ifiterefl?- 
ing queftioDs; Reflexions on Huttfetn 
Life; tKe Hiftory of Imfeic, the M an rtf 
Learning; a Diflertation upon Poetry; 
the Charader o£ a Wife and Happy Man, 
who difcourfes with energy on the govertt- 
ment of the paflions, and on a- fudden, 
when death deprives him of his daughter, 
forgets all bis maxims of wifdonv, and the 
eloquence that adorned them,, yielding to 
the ftroke of ^rfHicSion with aU the vehe- 
mence erf" the bittexefl anguifh. It is by 
pidures of life, and profound moral re- 
fledion, that expedation is engaged and 
gratified throughout the work. The Hif- 
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tory of the Mad Aftronomer, who imagiaes 
Aat for five years he pofTefled the regula- 
tion of the weather, and that the fun pafied 
fi'om tropic to tropic by his diredion, re- 
prefents, in ftriking colours, the fad effeds 
of a diftempered imagination. It becomes, 
the more affeding, when we recoiled that 
it proceeds from one who lived in fear of 
the fame dreadful vifitation ; from one, 
who fays emphatically, *^ Of the uncer«- 
taintics in our prefent ftate, the moft 
dreadful and alarming is the uncertain con- 
tinuance of reafon/' The inquiry into the 
caufe of madnefs, and the dangerous pre- 
valence of imagination, till in time fome 
particular train of ideas fixes the attention, 
and the mind recurs conftantly to the fa- 
vourite conception, is carried on in a ftrain 
of acute obfervation ; but it leaves us room 
to think that the author was tranfcribing 
from his .own - apprehenfions. The' dif- 
(?Qurfe oji the nature of the fqul gives US % 

T iij 
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all that philofophy knows ; not without a 
tindure of fuperftition. It is remarkable 
that the vaiuty of human purfuits was, 
about the fame tinie, the fubjetS that em- 
ployed both Johnfon and Voltaire; but 
Candide is the work of a lively imagina- 
tion, and RafTelas^ with all its fplendour 
of eloquence, exhibits a gloomy pidure. 
. " The Difiionary, though in fomc in- 
fiances abufe has been loud, and in others- 
malice has endeavoured to undetermine its 
fame,ftill remains the Mount Atlas 6i %n^^ 
iifh literature. 

Thougli ftorms and tempefts thunder on its brow, 
And oceans break their billows at its feet, 
It ftands unmov'd, and glories in its height. 

" That Johnfon was eminently qualified 
for the office of a commentator on Shah-' 

jpeare, no man can doubt ; but it was ari 
office which he never cordially embraced. 

♦ The public expeded more than he had 
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diligence to perform ; and yet his edition 
has been the ground on which every fub- 
fequent commentator has chofe to build. 
The general obfervations at the end of the 
fbveral plays, with great elegance and pre- 
cilion, give a fummary view of each 
drama- The preface is a trad of great eru- 
dition and philofophical criticifm. 

" Jphnfon's pqlitical pamphlets, whatever 
^yas his motive for writing them, whether 
gratitude for his penfion, or the folicita- 
tion of men in power, did not fupport the 
caufe for which they were undertaken. 
They are written in a ftyle truly harmoni- 
ous, and with his ufual dignity of lan- 
guage. When it is faid that he advanced 
pofitions repugnant to the common rights of 
mankind, the virulence of party may be 
fufpeiled. It is, perhaps, true, that in the 
clamour raifed throughout the kingdom, 
Johnfon over-heated his mind j but he was 
a friend to the rights of man, and he was 

T m] 
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greyly fuperior to the littlenefs of fpirit 
that might incline him to advance what 
he did not think and finnly believe. 

** The account of his journey to the He^ 
brides or Weftern Ifles of Scotland, is a 
model for fuch as fhall hereafter, relate 
their travels. Tlic author did not vifit 
that part of the world in the charader of 
an antiquary, to amufe us with wonders 
taken from the dark and fabulous ageS; 
nor as a mathematician, to meafure a de- 
gree, and fettle the longitude and latitude 
of the feveral iflands. Thpfe who expciSl-? 
cd fuch information, exped:ed what was 
never intended. 

Iq every wprk i:egatd tho writer*? end. 

Johnfon went to fee men and manners, 
modes of life, and the priDgrefs of civiliza-; 
tion. His remarks are fo artfully blended 
with the rapidity and elegance of his nar- 
rative, that the reader is inclined to wife. 
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as Johnfon did with regard to Gray, that 
to travel^ (^^d to tell bis travels ^ bad been more 
of bis employment. 

" We come now to the IJves oftbe Poets ^ 
2i work undertaken at the age of feventy, 
yet the moft brilliant, and certainly the 
moft popular of all our author's writings. 
For this performance he needed; little pre- 
paration. Attentive always to the hif- 
tory of letters, and by his own natural 
bias fond of biography, he was the more 
willing to embrace the proportion of the 
feookfdlers. He was verfed in the whole 
body of the Englifli poetry, and his rules 
of criticifm were fettled* with precifion. 
The fads are related upon the beft intelli- 
gence, and the beft vouchers that could 
be gleaned, after a great lapfe of time. 
Probability was to be inferred from fuch 
materials as coul4 be procured, and no 
man better underftood the nature of hifto* 
rical evidence than Johnfon > no nian wa% 
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itoore religioufly an obfervcr of truth. It 
his hiftory is any where defedive, it mnft 
be imputed tb the want of better infor- 
mation, and the errors of uncertain tra- 
dition* 

Ad nos vix tenuis famae prelabitur aura. 

** If the ftridures on the works of the va*- 
rious authors are not always fatisfk<Slory, 
and if erroneous criticifm may fometimes 
be fufpe(5led, who can hope, that, in mat- 
ters of tafte, all fliall agree?- The in*^ 
fiances in which the public mind has 
differed from the pofitions advanced by 
the author, are -few in number. It hafr 
been faid, that juftice has not been done 
to Swift ; that Gay and Prior are under- 
valued ; and tlxat Gray has been harfhly 
treated. This charge, perhaps, ought not 
to be difputed. Johnfoix, it is well known> 
had conceived a prejudice againft Swift. 
His friends trembled for him when he was 
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writing that life, but were pleafed, at laft, 
to fee it exe9Uted with temper and mode- 
ration. As to Prior, at is probable that he 
gave his real opinion; but an opinion that 
will not be adopted by men of lively fancy. 
With regard to Gray, when he condemns 
the apoftrophe, in which Father Thames is 
defired to tell who drives the hoop or toHes 
the ball, and then adds, that Father Thames 
had nq better means of knowing than him- 
felf ; when he compares the abrupt begin- 
ning of the firft ftanza of the *^ Bard" to 
the ballad of " Johnny Armftrong," " If 
there ever a man in all Scotland;^ there are, 
perhaps, few friends of JohnfQn,who would 
not wifli to blot out both the paflages." 

The following quotation from Horace is 
given by Mr. Murphy, as containing John- 
fon's pidure in miniature. 

** Iracundior eft paulo minus aptus acutis 
paribus horiim hominum, rideri poflit, eo quid 
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Rttftkins tonfo toga defluit^ et male laxu^ 
In pede calceus hsret. At eft bonus, ut melior vir 
Non alius quifquam; at tibi amicus, at ingenium ingens 
Incttlto latct hoc fub coq>ore." 

His moral and literary charader has 
been delineated by Mifs Seward the poet- 
efs of Litchfield, in the " European Ma- 
gazine*' for 178^^ with equal accuracy of 
difcrimination and flrengtlf of colouring, 

" Dr, Johnfon's learning and know- 
ledge were deep and univerfal. His con- 
ception was Xo clear, and his intelledual 
ftores were marfhalled with fuqh precifion, 
that his ftyle in common converfation 
equalled that of his moral eflays, What- 
ever charge of pedantic ftijffnefs may have 
been brought againfl thofe eflays, by pre- 
judice, or by perfonal refentment, th^y are 
certainly not lefsfuperior to all other Englifh 
compofitions of that fort, in the happy 
fertility and efflorefcence of imagination, 
J^rmwiy of period, and luminous arrangeit 
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nient of ideas, than they are in ftrength 

of expreflion, and force of argument. His 

; ,;: Latinifms, for which he has been much 

• >^^^^' cenfured, have extended the limits of our 

;^0^^ native dialed, befides enriching its founds 

'^^^with that fonorous fweetnefs, which the 

' ..r:intermixture of words from a mote har- 

'/> ' monious language muft neceflarily pro- 

''X duce ; I mean in general, for it cannot 

;;^5. • be denied that they fometimes deform the 

^^' Johnfonian page, though they much of- 

|^^i:ytener adorn it. His London is a very bril- 

^^^i^nt and nervous fatiric poem, and his 

i^y^nify offfumanJVi/hes^^pesiTs to me a much 

••;. vfiner fatire than the beft of Pope's. Per- 

; haps its poetic beauty is not excelled by 

toy compofition in heroic rhyme which 

this country can boaft, rich as fhe is in 

that fpecies of writing. As a moralift, 

Dr. Johnfon was refpedable, fplendid, fu- 

blime ; but as a critic, the faults of his 

difpofition have diigraced much of his fine 
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writings with frequent paradox, unpriii- 

jcipled mifreprefentation, mean and need- 

lefs expofure of bodily infirmities (as in 

•the life of Pope), irreconcileable contra- v.. 

4i<^o{is, and \^th deoifions of the laft ab- . r, 

Surdity. Dlr- Johnfon had ftrong affec-^^^ 

iioiJLS where^lifencFj^^envy did riot inter-^^. * 

^ere; but that etivy was of fuch deadly ' - • 

• • •■ 
potency, as to load his converfation, as it >; 

h^ loaded his biographic works, with the- .^v 

tancour of party violence, with national .•>;^t^ 

averfion, bitter farcafm, and unchriftian^*|^iii 

like invedtive* It is in vain to defcant^rf^ 

-•^^ 
Vipon the improbability that Dr. Johnfon^^l*'^ 

•^ ^-►-- 

under the confcioufnefs of abihties fo ;^ 
great, and of a fame fo extfenfive, fhould 
envy any man, fince it is more than im- 
probable, it is wholly impolfible, that an 
imagination fo fublime^ and a judgment 
fo corred, on all abftra6k fubje6fe, fhould 
decide as he has decided upon the works 
^q{ Jbme who were at leaft his equals, and 
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upon one who is yet greater than himfelf^ 

Dr- Johnfon was a furious Jacobite, while 

one hope for the Stuart line remained ; 2md 

his politics, always leaning towards defpo- 

tifm, were inimical to liberty, and the na- 

- . tural rights of mankind. He was punS:ua:l 

in his devotions ; but his religious faith had 

much more of bigot-fiercenefs than of that 

gentlenefs which the gofpel inculcates. To 

' . thofe who had never entered the literary 

} confines, or, entering them, had paid him. 

'^ the tribute of unbounded praife and total 

' "fubje^ion, he was an afedionate and ge^ 

: -nerous friend, foothing in his behaviour to 

them, and a<9:ive in promoting their do- 

meftic comforts ; though, in fome fpleea* 

ful moments, he could not help fpgg«:ing 

. difrefpedfully both of their ra^ental powers 

and of their virtues- His pride was infinke ; 

yet, amidft all the overbearing arrogance 

it produced, his he&rt melted at the fight 

or at the reprefentation of difcafe ^ad po* 
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vcrty ; and, in the hours of affluence, hisF 
purfe was ever open to relieve them. In 
fcveral inftances„ his afFedions feemed un- 
accountably engaged by people of whofc 
difpofition and abilities he fcrupled not to 
ipeak contemptuoufly at all times, and in 
all humours. ToHf^ich he often devoted, 
and efpecially of late years, a large por- 
tion* of that time which might naturally 
be fuppofed to have been precious to him, 
who fo well knew how to employ it* 
"When his attention was called to modem 
writings, particularly if they were cele- 
brated, ar^ not written by any of his 
*• little ^ate," he generally hftened with 
angr«-^j«ipatience. " No, Sir, I fhall not 
reath^ e book," was his common reply- 
He turned from the compofitions of rifing 
genius with a vifible horror, which too 
plainly proved, that envy was the bofom 
ferpent of this literary defpot, whofe life 
had been unpolluted by licentious crimes^ 
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and who had fome great and noble qua- 
lities, accompanying a ftupendotis reach of 
underftanding.'' 

- His character, as a poetical biographer, 
has been given by his townfinan Dr. 
Newton, in his pofthumous work, not 
perhaps with his powers, but with his de- 
cifion and feverity of cenfure. 

** Dr. Johnfon's Lives of the Poets afford 
much amufement, but candour was hurt and 
offended at the malevolence that prepon- 
derated in every part. Never was any bio- 
grapher morefpafingof hispraifes,or more 
abundant in his cenfures. He delights 
more in expofing blemifhes, thai, in re- 
commending beauties ; flightly pafie:> over 
excellencies ; enlarges Upon imperfedlions ; 
and, not pontent with his own fevere re- 
fledions, revives old fcandal, and produces 
large quotations. from the long-forgotten 
works of former critics. The panegyrifl of 
Savage in his youth, may, in his old age, 
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become the fatirift of the moft favoured 
authors, his encomium as unjuft and unde- 
ferved as his cenfures," 

Thb teftimony of the clallical editor 
of Milton may be compared with the eu- 
logy pronounced by Dr. Parr, the learned 
and eloquent editor Qf " fiellendenus/' in 
his edition of *' Tradts by Warburton and 
a Warburtonian." 

*' Of literary merit, Johnfon, as we all 
know, was a fagacious but a moft fevere 
judge. Suchi was his difcernment, that he 
pierced into the moft fecret fprings of hu- 
man adions ; and fuch was his integrity, 
that he always weighed the moral charac- 
ters of his fellow creatures in ** the balance 
of the fandtuary." ' 

His peculiarities and foibles are painted 
in ftrong colours by Mr. Courtenay, in his 
*' Poetical Review ;*' but, in return, his vir- 
tues and abilities are candidly acknowledg- 
ed, and placed in their proper light. Hav- 
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ing alternately commended his merits, and 
ioenfured his faults, he fums up the whole 
in the following lines, which ftrongly mark 
the chara<3:er of his work. 

" Thus fings the mufe, to Johnfon's mem'ry juft^ 
And fcatters praife and cenfure o'er his duft ; 
For, through each chequer'd fcene a contraft ran. 
Too fad a proof, how great, how weak is man I 
Though o'er his paf&ons confcience held the rein^ 
He fliook at difmal phantoms of the brain ; 
A boundlefs faith that noble mind debas'd, 
By piercing wit, cnergic reaf(m grac'd : 
£v'n fhades like thefe, to brilliancy allied. 
May comfort fools, and curb the fage's pride ; 
Yet learning's fons, who o'er his fcibles mourn. 
To lateft time ihaU fondly view his urn ; 
And, wondering, praife, to himxan frailties blind. 
Talents and virtues of the brighteft kind. 
The fculptur'd trophy and imperial buft. 
That proudly rife around his hallow'd dull. 
Shall mould'ring fall, by time's flow hand decay'd ; 
But the bright meed of virtue ne'er fliall fade. 
Exulting genius (lamps his facred name, 
EnroU'd for ever in the dome of feme." 
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